An Roinn Tithiochta,

Pleandla agus Rialtais Ahidil
Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Government

Your Ref: FS007049
Mr. John Kennedy,
Foreshore Unit,
DEHLG,
Newtown Road,
Wexftord.

12/12/2019
ENGINEERING REPORT.

RE: FORESHORE LICENCE APPLICATION BY SURE PARTNERS LIMITED — SITE INVESTIGATION
FOR THE ARKLOW BANK WIND PARK

I’m writing in response to your email dated the 03/12/2019 requesting observations in relation to the
above.

The following documents were submitted as part of the application:

Completed ORE Application Form for Site Investigation Licence

Arklow Bank Wind Park - Foreshore Licence Map dated 10/09/2019
Arklow Bank Wind Park - Supporting Document by GDG dated 08/10/2019
Licence Map - North landfall dated 10/09/2019

Licence Map - South landfall dated 10/09/2019

APPLICATION BACKGROUND :

A foreshore lease was secured in 2002 to facilitate the construction of up to 200 turbines with a
minimum capacity of 520MW. To date 7 turbines are in-situ. This site investigation application
reflects SSE’s objective to fully develop the project with the intention of securing a grid connection in
Q2 2020 and a RESS auction award in Q2 2021. Commencement of construction is intended in 2022
in line with the timelines detailed in the Government’s Climate Action Plan.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION
The objectives of the site investigation are to gather sufficient geotechnical information to develop a
detailed ground model and to gather refined information on the wind resource. The geotechnical data
will cover the array area, cable routes, land falls and potential in-harbour works.
The site investigation works includes:

1) Geotechnical Survey (Borcholes, Cone Penetration Testing,

Vibrocores/Grab Samples)

2) Sediment Dynamic Surveys

3) Wind Resource Measurement {(Floating LiDAR)

Section 1.4 of the application form and Section 2.0 of the Supporting Document by GDG dated
08/10/2019 gives a detailed description of the proposed Site Investigation works.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The proposed Surveys and SI's are of limited duration and extent and all of the proposed works are
outside of any designated Natura 2000 site. As part of the duties as a consent authority, DHPLG
through the MLVC are to prepare an Appropriate Assessment Screening Report for this application in
accordance Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011.

NAVIGATION

When the survey works/investigations are scheduled the applicant will arrange for the publication of
Local Marine Notices giving a general description of the operations and approximate dates for
commencement and completion. The Mariner Notice will be prepared to ensure that other foreshore
users are made aware of the operations. All vessels taking part in the survey/investigation works will
comply with full certification requirements. ‘
The survey work will be of a temporary nature, there will be a temporary deployment of wind and
current measuring buoys. These buoys will comply with standard navigational safety requirements
with regard to lighting, positioning and mooring. The impact on marine traffic will be minimal and
will be over a very limited period. There are no designated shipping lanes lie within the area for
surveys and SI. The proposed works will cause minimal disruption to marine users.

LICENCE MAP

The location for all of the proposed survey points (indicative spot locations) are shown on Drawing
“Foreshore Licence Map” dated 10/09/2019 attached to the application. This map should be
attached to any licence issued.

CONCLUSIONS/RECCOMENDATIONS
I have no objection to the granting of a Licence subject to the following conditions:

1 The Applicant should notify this Department of the date of commencement of the Site
Investigation/Survey operations at least 2 weeks prior to commencement.

2 All works must be completed in accordance with the drawings and documents submitted in
support of the application.

3 During the course of the Site Investigation/Survey operations the Applicants shall ensure that;

(a) All necessary precautions are put in place to protect the public in accordance with
relevant Health and Safety Legislation;

(b) Existing public access arrangements to the general foreshore area are not impeded by
any vessels, plant or materials wused in connection with the site
investigations/surveys, and where relevant this access should be made safe and
guaranteed by the provision of appropriate signage/notices/barriers etc. to the
satisfaction of the Department of Housing Planning and Local Government;

{©) Procedures are adopted to ensure that the site investigations/survey operations are not
injurious to fishing, navigation, adjacent lands or the public interest

4  All vessels/floating plant shall have appropriate certification from the Marine Survey Office.
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5 On completion of the Site Investigation/Surveys the Applicants should ensure that all
equipment and materials are removed and the foreshore is reinstated to its original
condition, to the satisfaction of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local
Government.

6 Marine notice, lighting and markings to be carried out in consultation with the Maritime
Safety Directorate, Department of Transport, Leeson Lane, Dublin?.

7 All relevant Site Investigations and Marine Surveys to comply with the NPWS (2014)
“Guidance to Manage the risk Marine Mammals from Man-made Sound sources in Irish
Waters” including the employment of a Marine Mammal Observer as appropriate.
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