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MEMORANDUM 

To: Clare Morgan 

Cc: Garry Dunphy 

From: Michael Hanrahan 

Date: 9 August 2022 

 

RE: Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project 

Decommissioning Plan Kinsale Head Petroleum Lease (OPL1) Consent Application No. 3. 

Geoscience Regulation Office (GSRO) Technical Assessment 

 

PSE Kinsale Energy Limited (“KEL”) submitted an application, dated 13 October 2021, to 

decommission certain facilities in the Kinsale Head and Ballycotton gas fields, the details of 

which are set out in the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project, Decommissioning Plan - Kinsale 

Head Petroleum Lease (OPL1) Consent Application No. 3.  The activities covered by this 

application are: 

• To leave in-situ all infield pipelines and umbilicals associated with the Kinsale Head and 

Ballycotton gas fields 

• To leave in-situ the 24” export pipeline (offshore and onshore section) and to fill the 

onshore section with grout  

• To use engineering materials (Rock Placement) to protect the pipelines and umbilicals in 

situ. 

A technical assessment of this application has been carried out by Selgovia Ltd (GSRO 

Consultant Petroleum Engineer) on behalf of the Department (Ref. Kinsale Area Fields – 

Consent Application No. 3, Technical Review Memorandum from Selgovia Ltd, dated 26 July 

2022), which concludes that, overall, there are no technical concerns with KEL’s application 

that would prevent the Minister from consenting to the Consent Application.  Selgovia Ltd also 
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recommend that approval of Consent Application No. 3 should be conditional upon all 

consented activities being completed within a defined term in the order of 3 to 4 years. 

GSRO is satisfied that Selgovia Ltd has carried out a comprehensive technical assessment of 

the Consent Application No. 3 and that the conclusions and recommendations of Selgovia Ltd 

are acceptable. 

In addition, GSRO has carried out a technical assessment of the proposed pre- and post-rock 

placement surveys to be carried out in connection with Consent Application No. 3 (Ref. Pre- 

and Post-Rock Placement Surveys associated with the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project, 

Decommissioning Plan Kinsale Head Petroleum Lease (OPL1) Consent Application No. 3 and 

Decommissioning Plan Seven Heads Petroleum Lease Consent Application No. 2.  GSRO 

Technical Assessment, dated 15 July 2022).  This assessment concludes that the scope of the 

pre- and post-rock placement survey activities appears reasonable and that the proposed 

scope and equipment for the pre- and post-rock placement surveys are suitable to meet the 

objectives set, mainly; to inform the rock placement activities; to confirm the success of the 

rock placement activity which includes freespan areas and pipeline/umbilical ends; and to 

provide information on the status of the pipelines for charting purposes post-

decommissioning. 

From a technical perspective GSRO is satisfied that there is no reason to withhold approval of 

the Consent Application No. 3, subject to the following conditions, which includes the 

recommendations by Selgovia Ltd: 

1. The Decommissioning Close Out Report proposed by KEL should also include an 

Operations Report and a related Verification Report on the decommissioning 

operations. 

2. All consented operations should be completed within a defined term, in the order of 3 

to 4 years. 

3. The duration of the post-decommissioning monitoring period together with the type, 

timing and frequency of surveys planned over the post-decommissioning monitoring 

period should be explicitly agreed separately with the Department prior to the 

termination of the Kinsale Head Petroleum Lease (OPL1), provided that, for the 
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avoidance of doubt, such post-decommissioning monitoring surveys may lead to the 

identification of required rectification works and such rectification works shall be 

carried out by KEL to the Minister’s satisfaction. 

4. All operations shall be conducted in compliance with the provisions of the 

Department’s Rules and Procedures Manual for Offshore Petroleum Exploration and 

Appraisal Operations and the Department’s Rules and Procedures Manual for Offshore 

Petroleum Production Operations (“Rules and Procedures”). In particular, the KEL must 

comply with reporting procedures of the Rules and Procedures. 

5. Daily reporting shall commence from the time the consented operations commence 

and shall continue until the consented operations are completed. 

6. Daily progress reports should be sent to DECC by posting to a designated secure 

website or by emailing to GSRO@decc.gov.ie before noon of each day.  KEL is also 

required to make weekly progress reports of survey operations and rock placement 

operations available to the Department each Thursday afternoon for the duration of 

the operations. 

In addition, the following technical conditions contained in previous Ministerial Consents 

relating to the Kinsale Area Decommissioning Project (KADP)1 should also apply: 

7. An initial decommissioning cost estimate should be provided to the Minister prior to 

commencement of Relevant Works.  Subsequent to this, monthly reports should be 

provided to the Minister including costs, which should distinguish between the 

petroleum lease granted for the Seven Heads field and the petroleum lease granted 

for the Kinsale Head field. 

8. Verification reports should be prepared by an independent party acceptable to the 

Minister. 

 
1 Ministerial Consents dated 26 April 2019 to the plugging and abandonment of wells and the removal of 
subsea infrastructure associated with the Kinsale Head, Ballycotton and Seven Heads gas fields and the 
removal of platform topsides in the Kinsale Head field. 
Ministerial Consent dated 26 February 2020 to the removal of platform jackets in the Kinsale Head field 
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9. That KEL facilitate any authorised officer appointed by the Minister in accordance with 

the Rules and Procedures. 

 

Michael Hanrahan 

Principal Geologist 

Geoscience Regulation Office 


