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RE: SUSTAINABLE COMPACT SETTLEMENT GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING AUTHORITIES
A Chara,

| refer to the publication of the abovementioned draft Guidelines published on 31 August 2023 and
the Northern and Western Regional Assembly {hereinafter referred to as ‘the Assembly’) appreciate
the opportunity given to make a submission to them.

The Assembly welcome the publication of the Draft Guidelines and are fully supportive of the
principles and objectives they espouse. The Assembly note that compact development is not to the
forefront for the future development of small towns, villages and rural areas. The expansion of the
guidelines for these areas would be welcome and the principles underpinning the concepts are
transferable for all areas. We refer, in particular, to Brownfield developments and the use of existing
infrastructures / networks to maximise their existing and unused capacities. We would urge that the
guidelines be re-examined with a view for developing the potential of small settlements.

The Assembly would also suggest that similar guidelines to these would be prepared for
developments and land-uses other than residential. It would be beneficial for the overall planning
and development process if guidelines for integrated and mixed-use developments were produced
to the standards set by this draft for residential development.

We nate in Appendix C there is a very detailed schedule of supplemental information that may be
required to process a planning application. There are 27 different categories of information
referenced. The production of such specialised reports may of course be necessary, but they do add
a significant upfront cost to the development process, which ultimately will be passed on to the final
purchasers of the residential units. In view of the fact that LAPs are being prepared by planning
authorities at a fine grain, it is suggested by the Assembly that the guidelines be re-examined and
recommendations made as required, as many of these supplemental exercises would be carried out
at plan-making stage, and would not need to be repeated (maybe numerous times) as particular
planning applications are made. It should also be considered in reviewing the above the rights of
applicants to survey and assess matters outside their own fands are limited and, in many cases, not
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