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03/07/2019
Dear Mr. Ward

We refer to your letter of 27" June 2019. Scoil Mhuire Senior is highly committed to
the concept of inclusion and fully supports the constitutional and legal rights of
children to an education in accordance with their identitied needs. Our school is very
culturally, ethnically and religiously diverse. We cater for many students with special
educational needs with a support allocation which is not sufficient. The recent
increase in additional teaching support is only one fifth of that recommended by the
DES, which 1n itself is insufficient as it is not reflective of our actual school profile.

Despite having students with severe emotional and behavioural difficulties, students
with ASD and a student with moderate general learning difficulties our SNA
allocation is only 3.5 positions.

Our school is a DEIS band 1 school and does not have any available classroom space
within the school to accommodate special classes. We have prefabricated buildings
which are used for breakfast club, parent’s room and the school library. We have a
number of children who are currently homeless and require the breakfast club to
provide their breakfast as they are travelling long distances from temporary
accommodation. We are obliged to provide facilities for parent courses to enable
them to support their child’s learning. Despite currently using these prefabs they are at
end of life (30 years old), not sufficiently insulated, have single glazed windows and
have leaks in the roof. Over the Easter period in replacing the carpet in one of the
prefabs, we discovered the existing floor had rotted and had to be replaced.

As noted in the report there are significant issues with the sewage system in these
buildings and in the school generally, and this has been confirmed by the patron (p. 9,
Appendix 1). Extensive building work is required to remediate this issue and
consequently would impact on any potential to replace the existing prefabs. In the
Boards opinion refurbishment is not possible given their current condition.

We do not have a P.E. hall to enable us to deliver the full P.E. curriculum but use,
where safe, an assembly hall which is bounded on two sides by single glazed windows
which extend from floor to ceiling. We make great use of the grounds to the rear of
our school when the weather permits to ensure we deliver the full P.E. curriculum as
effectively as we can. We share the use of these grounds with Scoil Mhuire Junior.
Given the emphasis on health and well-being, both mental and physical, it would not
be in the best interest of our current pupil cohort to lose this valuable asset.



. Our school in fact requires significant additional accommodation in order to meet the
needs of our current cohort of pupils.

In order to provide an appropriate education for children in an ASD class, in
accordance with their needs, the following would be our minimum requirements:
Building Provision

A secure area to include a specialised large classroom with specialised settings such
as secure and adapted storage, inset adapted radiators, magnetic locks, observation
room, adapted lighting, a sensory room, an OT room, a withdrawal space, specialised
toileting facilities to include showering facilities, a gym area, a meeting room, a life
skills room, a store room for specialised resources, an outdoor play space/playground
with soft surface and garden in accordance with the current DES specifications.

Staffing

All staff (BOMs, management, teachers and SNAs) to receive appropriate training
prior to opening any ASD class. Staff to be appointed prior to classes opening and
given a lead in time for training, and to shadow, and gather recommendations from,
other schools who already have an ASD class.

An undertaking from the DES that all leave for staff working in ASD classes will be
substitutable.

Training

It is recognised and acknowledged that children with Autism require specialist
teaching. The teachers in our school are dedicated professionals and committed to
teaching all our students. A few teachers have very limited training in the area of
Autism. We currently have students with Autism in our school, and indeed will have
additional students in September 2019. Despite this training and a commitment to
professional development, much further training in this area is required to enable the
teachers to deliver the breadth and depth of an appropriate curriculum to students in
an ASD class. Both teachers and SNAs need training in evidence based practice as
identified by the NCSE Policy Advice Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum
Disorder. This training should include the following:

Whole school/staff training

The 4 day introduction to autism

TEACCH training

PECS and LAMH Level One training

Intensive interaction/Floor time/SCERTS

Autism Specific Assessment Training - ABBLS/VBMAPP/PEP3
Training in the management of challenging behaviour

ELKLAN Language builders for autism

Teachers and SNAs should also be provided with the opportunity to work alongside
staff experienced in working with students in ASD classes prior to the opening of any
ASD class.

In addition training should be provided for Boards of Management members on legal
liabilities and responsibilities in the area of autism for managing staff and children
prior to the opening of any ASD class.



_+ Clinical Supports

To enable children to access the educational provisions in school, we would require a
written guarantee from the DES that they will actively pursue the clinical supports
required for pupils in the ASD classes, from the HSE, who have legal responsibility to
provide these supports. Existing ASD classes in the Dublin 15 area have identified the
significant shortfall in the current clinical supports. These supports should include the
following:

-Occupational Therapy
-Physiotherapy
-Speech Therapy
-Behavioural analysis
-Psychiatry

Financial

Additional financial support should be made available to the Board of Management
for staff medical issues which may arise as a result of working in these ASD classes
such as hepatitis injections, physical/medical injury costs ¢.g. X-Rays, personal items
such as glasses being replaced etc.

The DES ought to consider an allowance for staff working in this area.

There should be increased capitation to account for increased insurance costs and
additional caretaker time. The current financial provisions given to schools opening
ASD classes, is insufficient in meeting financial requirements for same.

Please be aware that Friday 28" June, the date of receipt of your notice under Section
37A (5) (a) was the last school day of the 2018 -2019 academic year, our school is
now closed and the Board of Management is not available to meet again prior to
September. Post is being held until the 29" August 2019. The Chairperson may be
contacted by email at m.oriordan@dublincity.ic

The Board is disappointed that the Minister has issued the notice under Section 37

A (5) (a) given that we have engaged constructively, and have consistently raised our
significant concerns with the Patron and the NCSE throughout the process. The
Board are prepared to do as requested by the Minister if the needs outlined above are
fully addressed prior to the opening of an ASD class.

Yours sincerely,

Ak o

Michael O’Riordan
Chairperson,
Scoil Mhuire SNS BOM.

cc. Dr. Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin
cc. Joe McHugh Minister for Education



From: Padraic Flesk [mailto:principal.stbenedicts@gmail.com]
Sent: 28 June 2019 10:58

To: Ward, Eddie <eddie ward@education.gov.ie>

Subject: Letter Received

Hi Eddie,

We received a letter from the department today regarding the provision of special classes. We
are listed number one on the list along with a paragraph stating "PBU have confirmed there
is no potential to secure more space within this building for the school. In addition PBU
confirmed that this school was provided with a two classroom special needs unit in 2014
as part of a major building project. This is currently being used for mainstream
students"

This is completely incorrect. There was no major building project in our school in 2014.
There was no provision of a two classroom special needs unit. There are no mainstream
students being taught in any such classrooms? Can you let me know if we have been
confused with another school? There is a second St Benedicts in Dublin and I wondered if we
had been confused with them? I would really appreciate a phone call on 0867949783 or an
email back prior to drafting our response to the minister as invited.

Thanks Eddie for taking the time to read the email. I appreciate that you are extremely busy
at this time of year.

Padraic Flesk (Principal),
St. Benedict's National School, Ongar, Dublin 15.

Roll No.: 20231H



From: Principal St. Luke's NS Imailto:principalstiukes@gmail.com]

Sent: 28 June 2019 16:48

To: Ward, Eddie <eddie ward@education.gov.ie>

Subject: Re Letter dated June 27th Notice under Section 37A. 5t Lukes NS Roll 16675V

Dear Mr Ward
[ hope you are well.
I copy the Patron and the BOM of St Lukes NS on this email.

We acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 27th June in relation to Notice under Section
37A (5) (a) of Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section 8 of the Education Admissions to
Schools) Act 2018).

The BOM will meet to discuss this letter as soon as possible and will try to respond to the
Minister over the coming weeks.

We would ask you to please be mindful that the builders have taken over St Lukes NS
building as of 2pm today and we cannot access the building until August 27th as extensive

remedial works are underway. There will be some amount of disruption to our
communications etc during this period due to matters outside of our control.

Many thanks

Vivienne Bourke
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2™ July 2019.
Mr. Joe McHugh TD.
Minister for Education and Slkills.
Marlhorough Street,
Dublin 1.

Re: Provision of ASD Units in Schools in the Dublin 15 Area

Dear Minister,

[ am writing o you in response (o your recent Notice dated 27" June 2019, in pursuance of
Seclion 37(a) of the Education Act 1988, as amen

ded by Section 8 of the Fducation Admissions
Act 2018.

Since 3™ April 2019, 1 have engaged with the Boards of Management under my palronage in
the Dublin 15 area regarding the enrolment crises in the arca.

The Episcopal Vicar for Education, Monsignor Dan O”Comnnor, and the Senior Education
Advisor, Mr. Declan Lawlor, have been in regular contact with your officials and the Boards
of Management about this issue. There was a meeting of the Principals and Chairpersons of
the Board, called by your officials on 7

" June 2019; Monsignor O*Connor and Mr. Lawlor
attended. At all times it has been my wish to accommodate t

hese 50 children in schools under
my Patronage.

f pote that under the Ast, the Minis
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A 5 roqu 1o set cul the resourcees 1o bo provided and
additional propertly arrangements, in order that measures be taken by the Patron. The Boards
of Management have indicated the followl

1g resources that are needed to establish ASD units
in the schools in Dublin 15 under my Patronage:
Proper accommodation {or the unil.

Reervitment of teachers for the ASD unit.

o Training of Principals, teachers and SNAs to enable the proper standard of education
for the pupils atlending the ASD unit.

Access to the external supports [rom other agencies Lo meet the needs of the ASD unit
students.
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There is a major concern amongst all Boards of Management and Principal Teachers who
already successfully have ASD unils in their schools, about the serious lack of external suppotts
from other agencies to meet the needs of students attending these units.

We acknowledge the difficult situation for the 50 pupils and their parents, and I am committed
{o do everything to assist them.

The Department of Education and Skills and the National Council for Special Education are
also in a very difficult situation.

My officials are available to meet with your officials to seek a solution. There was an offer
from the Diocese to open as a temporary measure, a special school in the Cabra area for 1*
September 2019 but this was not accepted, as a mainstream setting was the preferred mode of
providing for the 50 pupils needs.

My officials are available to meet with the officials of your Department to consider the needs
of each school individually and to discuss the statements made in the draft repost.

I remain,

Yours sincerely,

M‘ng/(

+ Diarmuid Martin
Archbishop of Dublin
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