








































   
 

Principal Officer, 
Special Education Section, 
Department of Education and Skills, 
Cornamaddy, 
Athlone, 
Co. Westmeath, 
N37 X659 
 

3rd September 2019 

 

Dear Mr. Ward, 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Management of Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí to inform you that following recent 

correspondence and meetings, the Board feels that there is no alternative but to accede to your request to open a 

special class.  

The Board requests that the sanction of one permanent teaching position and two permanent SNA positions be 

confirmed without delay, along with access to the necessary grants (Resources and Equipment, IT, Furniture, etc.).  
 
The Board has identified Monday 2nd December as an opening date.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Declan Murray, 

Chairperson BOM 

 

cc. Dr. Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin 

cc. Joe McHugh, T.D., Minister for Education and Skills 

cc. Helen Walsh, NCSE 
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Principal Officer, 
Special Education Section, 
Department of Education and Skills, 
Cornamaddy, 
Athlone, 
Co. Westmeath, 
N37 X659 
 

27th August 2019 

 

Dear Mr. Ward, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Management of Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí in response to your letter dated 

22nd August 2019 which we accessed on the Department of Education and Skills website having failed to receive a copy 

by post. The Board of Management held a meeting on Monday 26th August, the sole purpose of which was to discuss 

the aforementioned letter. 
  

The Board is gravely disappointed to receive a generic notice under Section 37A (6) of the Education Act 1998 (as 

inserted by Section 8 of the Education (Admissions to Schools) Act 2018 unaccompanied by a response to the several 

issues particular to Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí raised by the Board in its last correspondence of 9th July 2019. This letter 

cited the following as areas of concern which the Board felt left the school in no position to open a special class in the 

school year 2019/2020:   

 

 A staff survey on the possibility of opening a special class was conducted following thorough discussion on the 

matter, with the findings as follows: 2 teachers in favour of opening a special class in 2019/2020, 7 teachers in 

favour of opening a special class in 2020/2021, 6 teachers in favour of opening a special class at some point after 

2020/2021 & 9 teachers not in favour of opening a special class at any point in the future.  

 A number of members of staff have either worked in schools where there are special classes open at present or 

have friends who work in schools where there are special classes open at present and have relayed to the staff 

and BOM the dissatisfaction that exists in these schools with the support structures that are in place.  

 There is a severe lack of recreational facilities for a group of children who would require many additional 

resources to those presently available in our school and who would not be able to join the rest of the school at 

break times in the current set-up. 

 The school has a contract with Little Stars Creche for the coming school year. The creche has committed to 

providing places for 22 children for September.   

 The room currently occupied by Little Stars Creche is not suitable for a special class in its present physical form 

and layout.  

 The school is in a period of instability, with the appointment in June 2018 of its third principal in two years. This 

change of leadership has created unease and uncertainty amongst staff at a time when the school has begun to 

re-engage with School Self-Evaluation and the Primary Language Curriculum.  

The Board requests that these issues be addressed in writing in order to remove existing obstacles to the opening of 

a special class.  

The Board also raised concerns under the headings of Building Provision, Staffing, Training, Clinical Supports and 

Financial Issues which have not been adequately addressed. Most notably, the Board is concerned by references made 

to funding being available rather than provided.  
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The portrayal of schools as being anything other than helpful throughout this mismanaged process and in any way 

unsupportive of children with special needs does not sit well with the Board. The school authorities have engaged fully 

in the process from the start and facilitated all requests to attend meetings and visits to the school.  

Following a school visit by a technical team which comprised personnel from both the Department’s Planning and 

Building Unit and the NCSE on Thursday 8th August, the identification of the school’s library and OT room as suitable 

for the opening of a special class raised alarm bells at Board level. This space is grossly inadequate for the provision of 

a special class and does not even have toilet access. The Board feels that health and safety issues have been 

disregarded in arriving at this suggestion.  

Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí continues to operate at the forefront of meeting the needs of children with special needs in 

Dublin 15. At the start of the school year 2019/2020, there will be 19 children enrolled at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí with 

diagnoses of ASD, 6 of whom have a recommendation for placement in a special class attached to mainstream. A 

further 4 children are undergoing Assessment of Needs, with 3 of these 4 pupils likely to receive diagnoses of ASD, 1 

of whom will likely have a recommendation for placement in a special class attached to mainstream. At their parents’ 

requests, these boys have been placed in a mainstream setting. In relation to those enrolled in the school last year, 

the class teachers and SET team have endeavoured to address all issues and concerns in order to attempt to meet 

their needs and provide schooling that is beneficial. This has put the school’s human resources under incredible 

pressure at a time when a number of SET positions remained unfilled due to the severe shortage of substitute cover. 

Whilst these measures have not been taken in order to receive recognition, any insinuation that children with special 

needs are not welcome in the school is grossly unfair.  

Despite all of these valid concerns and reservations, the Board feels it has been backed into a corner and is left in no 

position but to agree to open a special class under duress. Given this decision, the Board will endeavour to ensure that 

any such venture is successful and operates to the standards expected of Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí. Therefore, certain 

logical assurances are sought from the Department of Education and Skills: 

 Admission to this new special class of pupils currently enrolled at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí with ASD diagnoses and 

recommendations for inclusion in a special class attached to mainstream. 

 A start date of Monday 2nd December to allow for preparation and the smooth management of hiring and training 

issues, with phased entry for pupils. 

 Immediate funding for furniture and restructure and reorganisation of rooms deemed suitable by a technical 

team which in reality are anything but suitable. 

We respectfully suggest that common sense be applied in moving forward in order to provide the highest standard of 

education to all children enrolled at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí in accordance with their needs. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Declan Murray, 

Chairperson BOM 

 

cc. Dr. Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin 

cc. Joe McHugh, T.D., Minister for Education and Skills 

cc. Helen Walsh, NCSE 



 

PRINCIPAL: Charlotte Hughes        DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: Joan Conway         ROLL NO: 19605P 

 
 

Scoil Mhuire Junior 
Blakestown,  

Dublin 15 

Telephone/Fax: (01) 8216916 
 

Email: smjblakestown@gmail.com                             Website : www.scoilmhuirejunior.ie 

 
 

3/9/19 

Dear Mr. Ward, 

Following on from the meeting on Friday 30th August, the Board of Management have discussed further the 

request to open an ASD class. 

The Board fully supports the need for more classes and is willing to welcome such a class to our school 

during the 19/20 school year. 

As outlined at the meeting, the Board have huge concerns over the designated space & will be 

commissioning an architect to provide a report as to how to make the space safe & somewhat suitable to 

open to the children. We welcome & thank you for your support in funding this.  

The issue of the rental of our current prefab, as highlighted at the meeting, will be of deterimental effect to 

our learning support & resource children if not addressed asap & we thank you for this. 

Scoil Mhuire Junior will open an ASD class when the concerns are addressed and we are compliant with 

health & safety standards. 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

Charlotte Hughes 

Charlotte Hughes 

Principal Secretary Board of Management 
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