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29% April 2021

Mr Eddie Ward,
Principal Officer,
Special Education Section,

D tof Ed ion & Skills,

Comamaddy, R
Athlone, cotn IS BLTE T
Co Westmeath.
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Re:  Additional School places for Children with Special Education Needs
Notice under Section 37A (13) of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section
8 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018

Dear Mr Ward,

I refer to your letter of the 15™ April 2021 concerning Section 37A (13) of the Education Act
1998 and reply to the points raised as follows.

1. Gaelscoil Inse Choir, Droichead na hInse, BAC 8 (Roll No: 19589U)

I refer to the above school and to their representations made on the 13" December 2020 and 1
note in Appendix B that it is considered that the school should open up a special class for Irish
speaking children with autism. Inote in your letter dated the 15 April 2021, that you consider
this to be an appropriate setting to facilitate a special class. There has been no documentation
furnished or engagement on this specific point. I still have a concern and as Patron, I am not
sure that “appropriate education” as outlined in the Education Act 1998 can be provided in
such a setting, unless the appropriate supports are made available. Please furnish exact details
regarding supports, resources and funding as per the requirements of the Section 37A process.
There are substantial issues concerning educational supports and interventions. There is a need
for clarity between the Department of Education and the Department of Health concerning
supports provision that will be needed. I suggest further consultation with the Education
Secretariat on the said supports including language/speech therapy and occupational therapy.

2. St. Anne’s Primary School, Kilcarrig Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (Roll No:
201737)

Following consultation and engagement with the Education Secretariat, the Board of
Management have agreed to repurpose the parents’ room in the school as per the request of the
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Department of Education. Correspondence was sent to you on the 26" April 2021 by the Board
of Management (copy enclosed for your attention). If appropriate, kindly remove St. Anne’s
Primary School from this Section 37A process.

3.  St. Domini¢’s National School, Mountain Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (Roll No:
20468P)

The Education Secretariat have been in contact with the above school and they have agreed to
open a special class despite the reduction in the SET hours due to the school’s amalgamation.
Please remove the school from the Section 37A process. I enclose a copy of the Board of
Management letters confirming agreement with the opening up of an ASD unit.

4.  Scoil Una Naofa, Armagh Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12 (Roll No: 20488V)

The Education Secretariat has been in contact with the school. I enclose copy correspondence
dated the 27 April 2021 wherein they have undertaken to respond by Friday the 30™ April
2021 with their Architect’s report. In principal, the school are agreeable to opening a special
class but their Architect has concerns with some of the report compiled by Ms. Karen
Hackshaw, the Department of Education’s Architect. This will need further consideration.

5. St. Raphaela’s NS, Upper Kilmacud Road, Stillorgan, Co Dublin (Rell No: 17470I)

I note that there is no accommodation in the school at present despite what was previously
stated by the Department of Education & Skills and the NCSE. We note that the Architect’s
reports in the notice insist that the school has suitable accommodation on its site. Furthermore,
the school has consistently stated that they do not own the site and they need permission and
consent from the school’s Trustees. Under Section 37A (13) of the Education Act 1998, it is
required that the school should commit to engaging with the owners of the site to commence
the process of accommodation of a special class. This will be a matter for the Trustees and
landowners and is not available to the school at present. However, the Education Secretariat
has requested that the school Board will further engage with the school Trustees on this
important matter.

6.  Our Lady of Mercy Convent School, Rosemount Terrace, Booterstown, Co Dublin
(Roll No: 17970F)

There is considerable confusion regarding the Architect’s reports that were furnished. Your
Section 37A notice of the 15™ April 2021 refers to Architect’s report dated 17 December
2020. However, further amended drawings have been furnished which do not concur with the
Architect’s report dated the 17" December 2020. The area that is highlighted as a new proposed
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extension has been actually built upon by the school. The concern that the school has in relation
to its yard space is still valid and we suggest a further meeting between the Department of
Education & Skills, the Architects, the Patron’s representatives and the school to ascertain
where a special class can be built without encroaching on the school yard space.

I enclose herewith a copy correspondence outlining a plan recently for your files. It appears
that the school has engaged with Ms Emma Kilcommins of the NCSE but needs further input
from the Department of Education & Skills’ professional advisors in consultation with the
Education Secretariat.

7. Scoil Bhride, Turret Road, Palmerstown, Dublin 20 (Roll No: 18324C)

I enclose herewith letter dated the 4™ January 2020 where a number of options were explored
by the School’s Board of Management. The Board kindly agreed to the establishment of a six
pupil ASD unit where the school library is currently accommodated. On that basis, I suggest
they are removed from the Section 37A legal process, as they have agreed with the
Department’s demands.

8. SN Padraig Naofa, Glencullen, Dublin 18 (Roll No: 17507F)

Please find enclosed copy correspondence from the NCSE dated December 2020 and emails
from Audrey O’Farrell, NCSE dated the 5™ January 2021. In addition, please find enclosed
copy letter sent to you in December 2020 agreeing to open the unit. As one can see, this school
has agreed to the recommendations and have been in correspondence with the SENO. In the
circumstances, kindly remove them from the Section 37A (13) process.

9.  St. Mary’s SNS, Rowlagh Clondalkin, Dublin 22 (Roll No: 196471)

Please find enclosed copy email dated 27" January 2021 from Michelle English, of the NCSE
where it is clear the school has agreed in January 2021 to open up an ASD unit and the building
process is progressing. Please remove the school from the Section 37A process.

Progress achieved to date by Dublin Diocese:

1. At the commencement of the Section 37A process, the Education Secretariat asked for
Architect’s reports which should have been made available at the outset. Indeed, it is
clear some reports were only prepared in December 2020 but the Section 37A process
was embarked upon without same being available in the initial stages. This has led to
confusion and in the case of St. Raphaela’s NS, the unfortunate situation that they are
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part of the Section 37A process but it is largely out of their control as the Education
Secretariat have explained.

2. This present Section 37A process does not take into account the actual progress that was
achieved in the South Dublin area where nineteen schools under this patronage have
agreed to set up ASD units creating ninety-four additional places following
representations by all the stakeholders.

3. Inaddition, the Section 37A process does not refer to the fact that I will be the Patron of
a new school in Crumlin which will accommodate up to at least thirty-six school places
in the South Dublin area.

I'and my officials in the Education Secretariat are very supportive of inclusion for the said ASD
Units in the Dublin Diocesan schools. We are available to advance this Section 37A process
and for further consultation with the DES/NCSE and the South Dublin schools to address the
need for ASD units in the said schools for the families and children in South Dublin.

Yours sincerely,

X Dermot Farrell
Archbishop of Dubli

Enc.
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St Anne’s Primary School Bunscoil Ainie Naofa

Fettercairn, Tallaght, D24, Telephone (01) 4515850, G-muil: stannesps@oniail.com

Rolf No, 20173T

29.04.2021

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter to confirm that we are in a position to open an AS:D Class for the
forthcoming September in what has been our schools parents’ room.

This is the area that was highlighted in the architects report dated 27.09.20%

The board of management have agreed to this proposal. We have 5 pupils owour enrolment
who have psychological reports from the last two years stating that they shoutd be placed in
an ASD class,

Yours Sincerely

Mary Cullen

Meury Culheny

Mary Cullen

Principal






St. Dominic’s National School

Mountain Park,

Tallaght,
Dublin 24.
Phone: 01-4512443
Principal: Séamus Vaughan Fax: 01-4512219
Deputy Principal: Maire Meenan E-Mail: secretary@stdominicsns.ie
Monsignor Dan O’Connor,
Episcopal Vicar for Education
Diocesan Offices
Archbishops House
Drumcondra
Dublin 9
27th April 2021

Re: Opening of an ASD class

Monsignor O’Connor,

St. Dominics will proceed with the opening of an ASD class which will be ready for the start of the
school year 2021/2022.

Yours sincerely,

Laurence Collins OP
Chairperson,
Board of Management







Scoil U laofa

Armagh Road, Phone: 01-4555127
“ " Crumlin, Email: scoilunanaofa@gmail.com
Scoil Una Naofa  Dublin 12. Website: www.scoilunanaofa.com
Principal: Adrienne Ni Cheallaigh Roll No. 20488V

27" April, 2021.

Eddie Ward

Principal Officer

Department of Education & Skills
Special Education Section
Cornamaddy

Athlone

Co. Westmeath

Re: Section 37 ASD/Special Class

Dear Eddie,

Further to our last correspondence to your office, dated, 14™ January, 2021, we apologise for the
delay in reverting to your section with regard to the above. The Board of Management are
meeting on Thursday, 29 April of this week to discuss plans for the opening of a special class in
our school and intend to update you with our findings in relation to same thereafter.

We engaged an architect from Quinn, Barnwall & Buggy, Criostéir O Raghallaigh, to assist us with
the report compiled by Karen Hawkshaw. We are continuing to engage with the process and will
update your office again on Friday, 30t April, 2021.

Many thanks,

Kind regards,

AN Gl

Adrienne Ni Cheallaigh,
Principal.






Scoil laofa

Y Armagh Road, Phone: 01-4555127

for® Crumlin, Email: scoilunanaofa@gmail.com
Scoil Una Naofa.  Dublin 12. Website: www.scoilunanaofa.com
Principal: Adrienne Ni Cheallaigh Roll No. 20488V

14™ January, 2021.

Minister Norma Foley
/0 Eddie Ward
Principal Officer
Department of Education & Skills
Cornamaddy
Athlone
Co. Westmeath.
Re: Notice under Section 37A(6) of the Education Act 1998

Bear Minister,

We acknowledge your most recent letter and Architect’s Report, dated 14™" December, 2020 with
thanks and wish to advise you that the Board of Management have met, once again, to discuss this
issue. We have concluded the following:

» We deem the two rooms highlighted in the architect’s report as unsuitable for housing a
special class as they very clearly do not meet the requirements as outlined in the
Department’s own Technical Guidelines [TGD-026].

» In the current school year, there is no suitable room in our school building to house a
special class.

» As we know our own school and school grounds best, we are happy to engage with our
own architect to seek advice on possible areas of the school and school grounds that may
he suitable to accommodate a special class.

We fully appreciate the pressure the Minister’s Office is under to find places for children and we
will continue to work with all parties to the very best of our ability. We support the work of the
D12 Campaign for ASD inclusion and we fully support the parents in our schoof community who
are parents/guardians of children with additional needs. We will revert as soon as possible with a
proposal for your office and include therewith a needs based profile of our school for you to

consider also.
Le meas,

John Mooney, Adrienne Ni Cheallaigh,
Chairperson. Principal.






Declan Lawlor

From: siobhan hanly <olomprincipal@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday 27 April 2021 13:41

To: Declan Lawlor

Subject: section 37

Attachments: 197970F Our Lady of Mercy Report (003).pdf

Dear Declan,
Attached please find the two sets of plans sent to me by Emma Kilcommins.

I spoke with Emma Kilcommins in January and pointed out the difficulty with building according to their
plans and how this would impact on the play space available for the children from our own current school
population and the children in the proposed ASD class. There is no space for an enclosed play area for
children from the ASD unit. There is no capacity for a bus to drop children and the traffic situation in the
surrounding area of the school is 2 major issue. Enmma kilcommins told me she would get Karen
Hawkshaw to ring me to discuss the plan. [ have still not heard from Karen Hawkshaw and I have left
messages for Emma Kllcommins in regard to this matter on 3/3/21, 9/3/21, 12/4/21, 19/4/21 and 26/4/21.
I have yet to hear back from Emma Kilcummins her or from Karen Hawkshaw

If you need further information please let me know.

Kind regards,
Siobhén Hanly.

~~~~~~~~~
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Architects Report Post Site Visit with NCSE

ETAIL
17970F Our Lady Of Mercy

Emily Power — DoE
Emma Kilcommins - NCSE

Area for Immediate SEN Class

Potential for Long Term SEN Provision
D Potential Area in Use by Pre-School/3™ Party
No Space for Inmediate SEN Provision

D No Site Potential for Permanent SEN

7,925m?
1 ,?’OO_m2 _

Possible area for expansion.




Single storey building with 11 Mainstream Classes — 8
smaller classrooms in originai building. 2 Classrooms
constructed in 2015/16 and 1 additional classroom in 17/18.
There is a small library, 2 x SET rooms and a small Multi
Sensory Room. There are 10 mainstream teachers, 1
Principal and 3 SET.

ASA 2015 — 2 Classroom & Assisted User WC & Shower
ASA 2017 — 1 Classroom

The extra mainstream classroom is undersized and used for
SET. Currently it is used as a shared area classroom for a
large 5™ class. The area adjacent to this classroom could be
developed to provide ancillary accommodation and en-suite
U/A WC. With the existing classroom this will create a
adequate SEN Base. If it is not possible to relocate the SET
to another space within the school then a SET replacement
room would be required.

SAMPLE ORIGINAL CLASSROOM




POSSIBLE LOCATION FOR ADDITION OF ANCILLARY ACCOMMODATION AND
POSSIBLE REPLACEMENT SET ROOM

[Emily Power
Karen Hawkshaw — Senior Architect Acting
17.12.2020
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Architects Report Post Site Visit with NCSE

17970F Our Lady Of Mercy

; E.mily Power — DoE
Emma Kilcommins - NCSE

|:| Area for Immediate SEN Class

Potential for Long Term SEN Provision
[:I Potential Area in Use by Pre-School/3™ Party
No Space for Immediate SEN Provision

l:' No Site Potential for Permanent SEN

7.925m?
1.700m?
11
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:Possible area for expansion.




Single storey building with 11 Mainstream Classes — 8
smaller classrooms in original building. 2 Classrooms
constructed in 2015/16 and 1 additional classroom in 17/18.
There is a small library, 2 x SET rooms and a small Multi
Sensory Room. There are 10 mainstream teachers, 1
Principal and 3 SET.

ASA 20152 Claésroom & Assisted User WC.&" Sh.ow.er. a
ASA 2017 — 1 Classroom

The extra mainstream classroom is undersized and used for
SET. Currently it is used as a shared area classroom fora
large 5" class. The area adjacent to this classroom could be
developed to provide ancillary accommodation and en-suite
U/A WC. With the existing classroom this will create a
adequate SEN Base. If it is not possible to relocate the SET
to another space within the school then a SET replacement
room would be required.

SAMPLE ORIGINAL CLASSROOM




SET ROOM

e,
o e |
St

1 ——.

LT

S EXISTING OROWID FLODR LAYOUT " |
iR gar ; y

p e atist L

FLOOR PLAN (PRIOR TO 1 CLASSROOM ADDITION)




b
p paent B j

POSSIBLE LOCATION FOR ADDITION OF ANCILLARY ACCOMMODATION AND
POSSIBLE REPLACEMENT SET ROOM




St. Brigid’s Girls’ National School

Palmerstown, Dublin 20.
Telephone: 01 6265431
Fax: 01 6265253

Email: stbrigidsgns@email.com

Website: www.stbrigidspalmerstown.com

Attention of Mr. Eddie Ward, Principal Officer, Special Education Section

Department of Education and Skills

Cornamaddy

Athlone

Co. Westmeath.

N37 X659 .

Re: Notice under Section 37A(11) of the Edueation Act 1998
(As inserted by Section 8 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018)

Dear Minister,

The Board of Management, (“the Board™), refers to the letter from your Department, dated 14
December 2020, being a notice pursuant to Section 37A(11) of the Education Act 1998, as
referred to above.

The contents of this letter, as set out in the following paragraphs, constitute the notice in
writing from the Board pursuant to Section 37A(12) of the said Act.

Tt appears that notwithstanding good cause to the contrary shown by the Board, the Minister
remains of the opinion that an ASDU must be established.

The Architect’s Report, which was enclosed with vour notice under reply, is a source of very
serious concern to the Board.

The area shown coloured green and marked “Exit. Classroom No. 97, on the plan, attached o
the Architect’s Report, is a fully functioning classroom. It is not been explained in the said
report. or in any other document seen by the Board, where the pupils in that classreom are to
be accommodated.

The Architect’s Report notes that three classrooms are used as SET rooms and that a fourth
SET room has been created by subdividing another room. All these areas are required to be
retained as currently used, in order to meet SEN requirements of the pupils, with special
needs, who are at present enrolled in the school. )

As previously indicated, enrolments are increasing. Tt is envisaged, that in the short to
medium tern, there will be a requirement for two streams at all class levels. The loss of
classroom will prevent the operation of two streams at all levels. Such 4 situation will be a
source of difficulties for the existing school community and oblige the Board to curtail
enrelments, at a particular class level, inlo the future.

The proposals, as set down in the Architect’s Report, do not appear to the Board to be viable
nor are they just and equitable to the existing school community. The loss of accommodation

V. Neville, Acting Principal. Roll No. 18324c. RCN 20119751.



St. Brigid’s Girls’ National School

Palmerstown, Dublin 20.

Telephone: 01 6265431

Fax: 01 6265253

Email: stbrigidsgns@email.com
Website: www.sthrigidspalmerstown.com

and resources, which the school community will suffer, far outweigh any benefits that the
proposed ASDU would bring.

Acknowledging that ultimately, the Minister has power to issue a direction under Section
37A(18) of the Act, the Board is prepared to agree one of the following aliernatives, which
are listed in order of the Board’s preference:

1. Establish a three (female) pupil ASDU taking in the fourth SET Room identified in

the Architect’s Report while leaving the sensory room intact and retaining it for its
curretit use, OR

b

Establish a six {female) pupil ASDU io be located where the school library is
cuitently accommodated, with consequential loss to the school of all or significant
portion of library facilities.

In the opinion of the Board, and without prejudice to what is proposed above, a preferable
means of securing the required dccommodation at the appropriate standard, would be the
demolition of the bicycie shelter and the construction of a purpose built ASDU on the vacant
site. It is understood that the approval of the Patron would be required in regard to this
option. It is also understood that the appropriate tendering procedures for the procurement of
a design team and contractor would be required together with compliance with planning
legislation and building regulations. The Board is of the view, however. that the turnaround
time in finalising such works would be worth the time spent and provide a far superior option
to that being proposed by the Department.

The Board awaits hearing further.

Yours sincerely,

FERGUS HAYDEN.
Chairperson of the Board of Management.
Dated this 4™ day of January 2021.

V. Neville, Acting Principal. Roll No. 18324c. RCN 20119751,



Karen Brady

Subject: FW: New ASD class.

Attachments: 17507F 5t. Patricks N.S, Glencullen NCSE Report.pdf; Santion letter ASD class for St
Patricks.dog; Further Information , primary staffing appeals board.docx; email to
Minister J. Madigan.docx

From: Sibéal Quigley [mailto:principal@glencullenschool.ie]
Sent: Tuesday 27 April 2021 09:12

To: Karen Brady <karen.brady@dublindiocese.ie>

Subject: Fwd: New ASD class.

Hi Karen,

I spoke to Fr. Dan yesterday evening regarding the opening of our special class. He asked me to forward this
sanction email to you from our SENO.

Due to staffing issues for next year we are also appealing the loss of 2 mainstream posts within our school. I am
attaching correspondence in relation to this also which I have sent to Minister Madigan and Primary allocations.
Hopefully all will be sorted.

Le gach dea ghui,

Sibéal Quigley
Principal

St. Patrick's NS
Glencullen
Dublin 18
17507F

Tel: 01-2954255

Email: principal@glencullenschool.ie
secretary(@glencullenschool.ie

www. glencullenschool.ie

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Audrey O'Farrell (NCSE) <Audrey.OFarrell@ncse.ie>
Date: Tue, Jan 5, 2021 at 3:05 PM

Subject: RE: New ASD class.

To: principal@glencullenschool.ie <principal@glencullenschool.ie>

Hi Sibéal,

Thank you for your letter confirming your intention to open a special class in your school. I am attaching the
sanction letter for you to proceed with your application for the necessary refurbishments necessary for the class.

g@&\c‘lji’ard :



I am also attaching the architects report for your school which you should have also received.

Regards,
Audrey O Farrell

From: Audrey O'Farrell (NCSE)

Sent: Tuesday 8§ December 2020 13:00

To: 'principal@glencullenschool.ie’ <principal(@glencullenschool.ie>
Subject: New ASD class.

Hi Sibéal,

Further to our conversation last week, can I ask you please to submit in writing a letter confirming that you are
willing to open up a special class. The regional manager then can submit that to the DoE to notify them of your
intent.

I will then issue you with a sanction letter.
You should then make an application for a grant for refurbishment works to facilitate start-up of special classes.

You need to complete an application for Additional school Accommodation, available on the Department’s
website and send it to Lorraine_Martin@education.gov.ie noting the context of the application.

Kind Regards,

Audrey O Farrell
SENO

NCSE

Ground Floor

County Hall

Belgard Square North
Tallaght

Dublin 24

01-6033403

audrey.ofarrell@ncse.ie




Architects Report Post Site Visit with NCSE

[17507F - St. Patricks N.S.
IGIencu!Ien, Co. Dublin

Emily Power — DoES
Emma Kilcommins — NCSE
Sibeal Quigley — Principal
Member of BOM

Area for Immediate SEN Class

Potential for Long Term SEN Provision

|:I Potential Area in Use by Pre-Schooi/3™ Party
Ij No Space for Immediate SEN Provision

I:I No Site Potential for Permanent SEN

6,552m?
1,837m? & 80m? (prefab)

8 (school building)
1 (prefab)

Site is Rés'tricted'.but adeq'uéi'e‘ ékisting areato
accommodate SEN. _




The original school building dates from 1947 and this
building has been repurposed as 2 SET rooms, the
principal’s office and a meeting room.

In 2005 5 new classrooms and a GP Hall were completed
and in 2015 3 additional classrooms were added.

‘| There is a prefab on site in school ownership and in good

s |condition with universal access. Since 2015 it has been used
for afterschool work and as an art room. It is currently in use
|as a Mainstream classroom due to Covid social distancing.

{Yes —

1. Prefab: this is the area offered by school but it is
currently in use and not available (Covid). Separate
disconnected building to school and not suitable for
long term SEN class. Could be considered as short
term location with WC renovation and modifications
and M&E upgrades.

2. Currently there is an unused classroom in the school
that can be repurposed for immediate SEN. The '
school is universally accessible with U/A WCs. For
long term solution finishes should be upgraded, an
Assisted WG and a multi-sensory room created
within the school.

‘|As AboVe

8 Classroom school plus 80m2 existing Prefab. 7 Class
School currently so mainstream classroom available for
immediate use.
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Sample Existing Classroom

Emily Power .
Karen Hawkshaw - Senior Architect (Acting)
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Working to deliver a better special education service
Ag saothrd chun ues-seirbhis a sholdthar san oideachas speisialta

An Chombairz Néisidnta um Qldaach Hsiah
Natlonal Coundil for Spedal Education

Sibéal Quigley

St. Patricks National School,
Glencullen,

Dublin 18.

Roli Number: 17507F

December 2020
Re: Sanction of a special classes for children with autistic spectrum disorder
Dear Sibéal,

On behalf of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) | can now advise you
that initial sanction is granted for an autism specific class in your school.

As you are aware:

e Children eligible to access the special classes must meet Department of
Education and Skills, (DES), criteria for inclusion in an autism special class, i.e.
diagnosis of autism which meets DSM IV, DSM V, or ICD 10 criteria,
irrespective of intellectual ability and professional indication that pupil
requires this type of support. The sanctioned classes are intended to meet
the needs of pupils with complex educational needs arising from their
diagnosis of autism.

e Additionally, in accordance with DES Circular Sp Ed 09/99, schools are
reminded that arrangements must be made for integration of children with
special educational needs attending special classes into mainstream classes,
as appropriate to the child’s level of needs and attainments.

e Sustainability of the classes on the basis of continuing enrolment numbers
and suitability of pupil placement will be reviewed regularly.

e The DES Planning and Building Unit should be contacted at the earliest
opportunity in order to commence planning and application for any required
adaptations to accommodation available/building works required. In addition
DES can establish your school’s eligibility to access enhanced capitation
grants and special class set-up grants in respect of the classes.

e Specialist staff training and whole school staff training may be accessed via
the NCSE website: www.ncse.ie



¢ Children who meet the criteria for special classes may be eligible for
transport under the terms of the school transport scheme and application
may be made using the relevant NCSE Transport Application form, available
on www.ncse.ie

e Schools that have not already done so, should consider the development of
the enrolment policy for the classes, in line with Department of Education
and Skills policy.

¢ Following receipt of notification of enrolment forms in respect of the special
classes, your SENO will forward the relevant NCSE Decision Summary Forms
reiterating the allocation of additional teacher and SNA post(s). Sanction for
SNA support is dependent on the number of children enroiled.

The National Council for Special Education and local Special Educational Needs
Organiser remain available in order to support the school in this new venture. If you
require any further information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Audrey O Famell

Audrey O Farrell | SENO | Dublin
National Council for Special Education
Phone: 01 6033403

Email: audrey.ofarrell@ncse.je




Part 3: Further Information

The reduction in pupil numbers is set out on the preceding pages. The school contend that a
reduction in the number of teachers from the present Principal plus 7 teachers should not take place
in the academic year 2021/2022 for the following reasons>

1. The school is in the process of opening a special class in September 2021. It committed to
opening the special class on the basis that the Principal would be an administrative Principal
whao could undertake the work necessary to open, establish and integrate the class within
the school community.

2. The school has communicated with its SENO and Eddie Ward, Department of Education its
belief that a reduction in the number of teachers will negatively affect the opening of the
special class.

3. The reduction in teachers, if this happens, will result in 2 classes being split with 3 class
groupings having more than 30 children. The pupils in these split classes who have missed
out on significant face-to-face learning during the Covid lockdowns in 2020 and 2021 will be
at a huge disadvantage being in not only a very large class, but also being with another class.

4. While part of the school community, parents’ primary interest is maximising their child’s
education opportunities. The experience of the school is that parents are negatively
disposed to split ciasses and have in the past, and we believe will in the future, move their
children to other schools in the area that do not have split classes.

We have a split/ multi 5™ and 6™ class this year of 32 pupils. 6 pupils have left the school

since September 2020 as parents unhappy with this multiclass. Parents will remove their

children to other schools in the area if their child is;

a. inamulticlass of over 30

b. if their class is split between two other classes.

c. Such an exodus of children continuing next year from our school community at a time
when it needs to integrate a special class within the school will have a detrimental
effect on the school

d. Because of the ongoing pandemic, parents are very concerned and anxious about their
children’s education and welfare and this will continue into next year. One split class this
year has led to many problems and upset due to so many children moving schools.






Dear losepha,

| was looking forward to contacting you next month, when restrictions had eased, to organize a visit
from you to present the cheque to ‘Laura Lynn’ and meet some of our school community.

However I'm contacting you now as our school needs your assistance, support and intervention due
to staffing problems for the next school year. John Farrell, the Chairperson of our BOM sent you a
WhatsApp message on our behalf yesterday {see below} and | am following up with this email.

From my long experience working in this school, as a teacher and now as Acting Principal, my belief
is that the predicament our school is facing next September is untenable, and will cause
considerable stress to all the staff and parents.

Each year, the effect of having a split class {usually in the Senior End) has been the direct cause of
some parents opting to changing schools for 5% or 6" class as they do not want their children to be
in a class of more than 30. This has meant that gaining that one extra teacher for 8 mainstream
classes has not materialized. This year due to the anxiety and other consequences of the pandemic
our numbers have dropped since reopening last September.

Despite this, and the effect it also has on the hard work and dedication of the staff to our pupils, we
have always wanted to open a special class and still do.

The effect of losing two mainstream teachers, while simultaneously opening a special class, wilt
mean two classes being split {over 30 pupils in 4 classes). This, | believe, will cause more parents to
change schools and ultimately have even more significant consequences for the pupil numbers in
our school.

| would like the opportunity to discuss our particular predicament in more detail with you as soon as
possible and look forward to hearing from you.

Message from John Farrell:
Dear Minister Madigan,

| am contacting you as Chairperson of the Board of Management of 5t Patrick’s National School
Glencullen. I am using your Whatsapp number since this is advertised on your recent constituency
flyer as the contact for a rapid response.

You may recall that we received a section 37A notice in relation to the establishment of special class
even though the school had previously stated its intention to establish such a class so long as the
Principal was an administrative Principal. The school has been reviewing its numbers in light of the
Department’s recent Staffing Arrangements circular. 1ts number of 163 means that the school’s
teaching entitlement under the circular is just a Principal plus 5 teachers, a reduction of 2 in the
number of mainstream class teachers. The implications of this are very significant for the school
since split classes will be required leading to increased pupil numbers in classrooms in these Covid
times. In addition, it will impact significantly on the school’s capacity to successfully plan for the
establishment of a special class for which it has 5 pupil applicants.

The Board has examined the Department’s Staffing Arrangements circular and while it will make an
appeal it does not believe the stated grounds for appeal cover its current circumstances. The Board
is anxious to meet its commitment to open a special class in September but it believes that the
logistics involved in establishing the class will be beyond the capacity of the school if it has just a
Principal plus 5 teachers.



The Board would welcome the opportunity to discuss its predicament with you and it would
sincerely request that you, as Minister for Special Education and Inclusion, raise our predicament
with the Minister for Education with a view to getting a 12 month reprieve on a reduction in
teaching staff to enable the school successfully open its special class.

Kind regards
John Farrell (Chairperson BOM})

| would like the opportunity to discuss our particular predicament in more detail with you as soon as
possible and look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Sibéal Quigley
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Dear Reverend Monsignor O’Connor,

As requested please find enclosed all corfes"ﬁén;c‘iéhce between the
Department of Education and the NCSE with our school regarding Section

37(a) notice in relation to opening an ASD class.

This class is set to open in the coming academic year and will accommeodate
all ASD pupils who are transferring from St. Mary’s Junior school (our

feeder school)

As most correspondence was by post we have sent you a hard copy rather

than email. I hope this is not an inconvenience for you.

Yours sincerely,

417 J
Annette Doherty

Principal

Principal: Annette Dohert Deputy Principal: Maura Forde
P y






An Roinn Oideachais
Department of Education

ADDITIONAL SCHOOL PLACES FOR CHILDREN WITH
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Archbishop Dermot Farrell
Archbishop of Dublin
Archbishop’s House
Drumcondra

Dublin 9

15 April 2021

Notice under Section 37A (13) of the Education Act 1998
(as inserted by Section 8 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018)

Dear Archbishop Farrell,

I refer to previous correspondence with Dr. Diarmuid Martin, on 26 June, 02 November
and 14 December 2020 whereby schools under your patronage were served with a Notice
under Sections 37A (5) (a), (6) and (11) of the Act stating that the Minister was of the
opinion that those schools should make additional provision for children with special
educational needs.

I'am now directed by the Minister for Education to correspond in writing with you
pursuant to Section 37A (13) of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section 8 of the
. Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018) (the Act).

As previously advised, there is a shortage of suitable school places for children with
special educational needs in the South Dublin area. You will be aware that Section 37A
provides the Minister with power to direct a school to make additional provision where it
is considered necessary. The legislation sets out a series of steps in this regard (relevant
extracts included at Appendix A).

To date in this process consideration has been given to the following:

e The Report received from the National Council for Special Education under
Section 37A (2)

® Representations received under Section 37A (5) (b) (iii)

e Representations received under Section 37A (10)

Corr na Madadh, Baile Atha Luain, Co. na hlarmhi, N37 X659
Cornamaddy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath, N37 X659

T +353 90 6484187 | special_education@education.gov.ie
www.education.ie







* Representations received under Section 37A (12)

e Site visits to 8 out of the 10 schools by personnel from both the Department’s
Planning and Building Unit and the NCSE, where facilitated by the school’s
Board of Management

e Consultaiions with the Patron in this matter.

The Minister, having considered the above, remains of the opinion that 9 schools, as
confirmed in Appendix B, should make additional places available for children with
special educational needs as soon as possible.

A copy of the NCSE Report together with the Notices served, the representations
received and the site visit report, where applicable, are all available at the following link
on the Department’s website https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-
Colleges/Information/Supports-for-Pupils-with-Special-Needs/section-37a-notices/

A hard copy of this documentation has also previously issued to your office apart from
the representations received under Section 37A (12), which are now enclosed.

In accordance with Section 37A (13) Notice is hereby served on you as Patron being the
relevant person as defined in the Act. These schools should now proceed to take the
necessary measures for the provision of at least one ASD special class for six students
which should come on stream as soon as possible.

In accordance with section 37A (14) of the Act, you may make representations in respect
of this Notice not later than 14 days from the date of service of this Notice.

I would also like to remind you, in making representations to the Minister, of the Patron’s
responsibilities regarding personal data and special category personal data which you may
hold and process.

I also wish to address a query which has been raised regarding the provision of special
classes in Gaelscoileanna. I can confirm that the Department considers that a Gaelscoil is
an appropriate seiting to facilitate a special class. Irish-medium schools, both in Gaeltacht
areas and Gaelscoileanna/Gaelcholaist{ routinely cater for students with autism and a
number of these schools already have special classes. Irish-medium special settings
receive the same supports as English-medium special settings and use autism-specific
interventions and approaches in the same way as English-medium settings.
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Finally, I would like to assure you that the NCSE remains available to all schools to
support them in establishing special classes.

Yours sincerely,

Eddie Ward,
Principal Officer
Special Education Section






Appendix A

Section 37A (13) and (14) of the Education Act 1998
(as inserted by Section 8 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018)

(13) Where, pursuant to subsection (12), a board of management refuses to increase its
provision for children with special educational needs, and the Minister remains of the
opinion that the school should make additional provision in respect of children with
special educational needs, the Minister shall by notice in writing —

(a) inform the patron of his or her opinion that such school should make such
additional provision, and state the reasons for that opinion,

(b) furnish the patron with a copy of the report prepared under subsection (2), and

(c) furnish the patron with a copy of the notice given to the board of management
under subsection (11) and, where applicable, a copy of the refusal by the board
of management provided under subsection (12).

(14) The patron may make representations to the Minister in respect of a notice under
subsection (13) not later than 14 days from the service of a notice under that subsection.







Appendix B — Summary position of 9 schools

St Raphaela’s NS, 8t. Raphaela's Road, Stillorgan, Blackrock, Co. Dublin (Roll
No. 174701),

Architect’s Report: The school has no immediate accommodation available but
has room on its site to provide a special class in the future

Representation received under Section 37A (12): School state that they do not
own the site and would require permission from the owners of the site to proceed.

Current position: |t is considered that the school should commit to engaging with
the owners of the site to commence the process of accommodating a special class.

SN Padraig Naofa, Ballybetagh Road, Kiltiernan, Co. Dublin (Roll No. 17507F)

Architect’s Report: Suitable accommodation is available which can be adapted,
if required, for the immediate establishment of a special class. It is not considered
that any new accommodation is required to establish a special class.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): School is willing to open a
special class in an existing prefab which needs to be adapted. Planning permission
on the prefab has expired and they are liaising with the local authority to regularise
the planning but state this will take a number of months.

Current position: It is considered that the school has space within their existing
building which can accommodate a special class until they are in a position to
utilise the existing prefab.

Our Lady of Mercy Convent School, Rosemount Terrace, Booterstown, Co. Dublin
(RoH No. 17970F)

Architect’s Report: The site visit was undertaken on 15" December 2020. The
school has no immediate accommodation available but has potential to extend an
existing room to provide a special class in the future. Architect’s Report now
enclosed.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): The proposed expansion
would impinge on their existing play area and the school is not in a position to
provide a special class.

Current position: The school should commence the process of expanding the
room identified in the Architect’s report to accommodate a special class.







Scoil Bride C, Turret Road, Palmerstown, Dublin 20 (Roll No. 18324C)

Architeet’s Report: Identified space within the school’s existing accommodation
which could provide a special class.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): School is willing to open a
special class and proposed three options - (1) Provide a class for 3 pupils in an
existing SET room (2) Provide a class for 6 pupils in the existing library (3)
Construct a permanent extension to accommodate 6 pupils.

Current position: It is considered that the school can accommeodate a special
class for 6 pupils within their existing accommodation and should proceed on that
basis.

Gaelscoil Inse Choir, Droichead na hlnse, BAC 8 (Roll No. 195891)

Architect’s Report: The school did not facilitate a site visit.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): The school reiterated its
opinion that the Section 37 process is legally flawed and they cannot engage in
the process.

Current position: It is considered that the school should remain in the process
until a site visit can be facilitated to determine if the school has capacity to open
a special class.

St Mary’s Sen NS, Rowlagh, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 (Roll No. 196471)

Architect’s Report: The school can provide a special class within its existing
accommodation. It is proposed to subdivide an existing Classroom for smaller
appropriately sized SET rooms and use the Classroom for a special class.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): No response was received
from the school.

Current position: It is considered that the school has capacity to provide a special
class within their existing accommodation.







St Anne’s Primary School, Kilcarrig Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (Roll No.
20173T)

Architect’s Report: There is a Parent’s Room that could be re-purposed as a
special class, it does not have an internal connection to the main school as it is
surrounded by rooms that have been rented to third parties. However it may be
possible to re-purpose another room within the main building near the existing
multi-sensory.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): The school stated that they
were unable to hold a Board of Management meeting due to Level 5 COVID
restrictions.

Current position: It is considered that the school has capacity to provide a special
class within their existing accommodation.

St Dominic’s National School, Mountain Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (Roll No.
20468P)

Architect’s Report: The school did not facilitate a site visit.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): The school is not prepared to
consider facilitating a special class until their query in relation to SET hours is
addressed.

Current position: It is considered that the school has capacity to provide a special
class within their existing accommodation. The Department’s position re SET
hours was again clarified in the Notice of 14 December, 2020. There is no change
in this position.

Scoil Una Naofa, Armagh Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12 (Roll No. 20488V)

Architect’s Report: The school has provision within its existing accommodation
to provide a special class.

Representation received under Section 37A (12): The Board of Management
deem the two rooms highlighted in the Architect’s Report as unsuitable as they
do not meet the requirements as outlined in the Department’s Technical
Guidelines [TGD-026]. In the current school year, there is no suitable room for a
special class. The school is happy to engage with their own Architect to seek
advice on possible areas of the school and school grounds that may be suitable to
accommeodate a special class.






Current position: It is considered that the school has capacity to provide a special
class within their existing accommodation.






