Private Individuals' Submissions

Q8. Have the correct strategic risks been identified or are there other significant risks that should

be included?

Respondent Responses

1 Yes, however accessible and affordable housing as the 5th risk in a particular
section underplays the serious damage that the crisis is having on this country. It
must be more strategically prioritised and visible.
The importance placed on the risk for HE and FET is crucial. HE has been for too
long left to rot.

2 United Ireland

3 Need to plan for a united Ireland should be included

4 A subsection of additional risk factors should be created to reflect the lack of
security infrastructure and agency in the state a) defence force funding and
equipment (including intercept capacity by air force / expansion of naval
surveillance) b) creation of independent domestic intelligence service c)
organisation of cyber defence through a new independent national agency D)
reform of dept of defence

7 Huge lack of investment in Defence Forces

9 United Ireland

10 United Ireland is significant

11 The demise of the states strategic reserve in terms of defence forces.
Lack of air and naval security

15 The prospect of Irish unity and a unity referendum

16 Third country undermining IE

18 The risk rating isn’t correct

20 Irish unity
Social mobility
Wealth redistribution

22 A significant risk is the systematic erosion of state resources. This is exemplified by
continual erosion of our defence forces. All aspects of which form our insurance
policy.

23 A free to use health service for all

24 Political polarisation and radicalisation

25 Increased military competition in Europe leading to increased militarisation.

Increased use of hybrid activity (terror, assassinations, information, disinformation,
cyber means, social media, etc)
Also security threats arising from combination of brexit and impasse at stormont




27 The under investment in the Defence Forces should be included.

This under investment will have a negative effect on areas such as internal security,
boarder security, cyber security, air and maritime interdiction.

28 Depletion of the Defence Forces

29 yes the erosion and reduction of the Defence Forces is putting the country at risk.
strategic intelligence capability cannot be handled alone by the gardai.

31 The total deterioration of the Defence Forces and the subsequent vulnerability to
Cyber-attacks, terrorist attacks, major disaster relief, security of multinational
companies, bomb disposal, intelligence gathering etc etc etc

32 No, domestic and international terrorism should be included. National sovereignty
and defence has also not been considered

33 United Ireland needs greater planning

34 Yes.

With that said our close ties to the wider world. The instability in sub Saharan
Africa and the Middle East create a potential uncontrollable impact in Europe
which will cause social unrest similar to that seen in Eastern Europe.

As such stabilisation and development in this regions plays a positive role in our
security.

35 Plan for Uniting Ireland.

Border Poll.
Health Service free at point of delivery.

36 Too many refugees and asylum seekers and 'new' Irish citizens every year

38 The threat of Russian intervention and expansion in Europe is not mentioned.

40 Yes. Unlike other small EU countries, the Irish Air Corps has no jet fighters which
would be capable of controlling our airspace. The example requirement of about
six light and fuel efficient Swedish made Saab JAS 39 Gripen - multirole modern
patrol jets that are suitable for protecting Europe's most westerly skies where
around 75% of all transatlantic flights transiting through Irish controlled airspace.
Why must Ireland cost save and take a risk of having no air cover or to rely on
Britain and the RAF to provide security in our skies.

41 United Ireland

42 Shortage of consultants to provide timely healthcare

43 The silencing of military expertise by the civilian Dept of Defence has rendered the
country vulnerable to geopolitical and cyber risks.

44 United Ireland




47

Experimental’ 'Unstable’ 'Unreliable' Hazardous Toxic Lithium lon Energy Storage
Battery Bombs.

Seriously Flawed Renewable Energy Policy.

Over reliance on expensive and unreliable Lithium lon Battery Energy Storage
Systems and Interconnectors as sticking plaster solutions to the flawed renewable
energy policy.

Both are potential serious terrorist targets and resulting Power Outages would be
prolonged.

Risk of widespread toxic contamination from auto combustion and diesel collision
of Lithium lon Batteries in Electric Vehicles and in Energy Storage Systems.
Destruction of green clean agrifood image from the unsustainable production of
the conversion of slurry and grass to renewable biogas resulting in future fodder
shortages, zero grazed livestock, poorer quality meat and dairy produce, toxic
waste sludge by product is likely to be disease ridden and cause pandemics.
Reckless lending to and funding to the renewable energy industry.

Reckless investment of State finances via Banks etc. in Greencoat Renewables Ltd.
100% plus financing and funding of Battery Energy Storage Systems via Ireland
Strategic Investment Fund ISIF.

General lack of in depth analysis, lack of feasibility studies, environmental impact
studies, comprehensive cost benefit analysis etc. Pro Developer planning system.
Zero to poor safety regulation of the renewable energy related industry.

Failure to draft an EU Member State electricity power outage preparedness plan.
Failure to fully resource the implementation of the EU REACH and CLP policy.
Absence of State toxicologists.

Continual transfer of financial safety reserves to Big Corporates and Developers i.e.
Former National Pension Reserve Fund now the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund.
Risk that any future State financial Reserve Fund will be similarly squandered.
Reduced Market Completeness due to increased electricity prices. Increased
fuel/energy poverty due to increased electricity prices.

Current newly constructed housing stock may be of low energy standard and
require expensive and disruptive deep retrofits in the near future.

The installation of fossil fuel guzzling Data Centres that will ensure Ireland never
reaches the EU Renewables and Carbon Emissions reduction targets.

Climate Change mainstream media propaganda led hysteria
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:adcc4547-52fa-
45b6-9271-4ca0fc505941

Increased censorship of social media and reduction of democracy and civil liberties

and freedom of expression etc. Unbalanced development Urban vs Rural.

The issuing of mining licences and socioeconomic and environmental negative
impacts.

Medication of water supply and negative impact on health.

Finance for Bank Guarantee Scheme??!!

Over reliance on FDI's vs SME's.



https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:adcc4547-52fa-45b6-9271-4ca0fc505941
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:adcc4547-52fa-45b6-9271-4ca0fc505941

48 The increased likelihood of a vote on Irish Unification due to Brexit should be
included as a geopolitical and strategic economic risk. The government should be
planning to capitalize on the opportunities a United Ireland will present.

49 United Ireland

51 No some are missing the reunification of Ireland and sustainable transport via
active travel within 10km zones to combat climate change

52 Should be more emphasis on climate adaptation, climate proofing (rather than
carbon proofing) or emergency management etc.

53 A key risk not included is failing to prepare for (a) a border poll and (b) a United
Ireland.

54 A united Ireland should be included

55 Building toward a United Ireland

56 It should not be portrayed as a risk but planning for the future of the island of
Ireland should be noted. The Irish government should be planning for the
possibility of Irish unity.

57 There needs to be strategic planning for the event of a Border Poll. Lessons need to
be learned from the Brexit shambles and how best to structure a referendum on a
United Ireland.

58 Risk arising from lack of preparation for a possible Irish Unification Referendum.
Risk arising from Irish government believing that this topic is too politically
sensitive.

61 Obvious one - The chance of a Border Poll - Start Planning now!

62 No, Brexit has shown the folly of not planning for significant constitutional change.
Poll after poll shows the growing support in both parts of this island for a border
poll and this should be included in the list of strategic risks.

63 United Ireland without a plan of implementation

64 The main risks are identified very comprehensively but no account is taken of the
risk resultant from Public apathy, unawareness and complacency

65 United Ireland

66 Potential United Ireland preparations

67 Irish reunification is a distinct possibility in the very near future and government
needs to facilitate discussion on this very important matter

68 The risks and benefits of the long -term goal of a reunited Ireland have increased

due to the continuing uncertainty of the direction Brexit is moving. If Brexit goes
ahead, especially a crash out Brexit it will mean a total reassessment by many both
North and South of the reunification as the best way forward for North and South
of the Island. Already there are discussions under way across the North about a




new agreed future for us all on the Island and this now must be made a priority for
the Irish Government and they must not hide behind a bland dismissal of the
subject by claiming it is too delicate a subject. Planning needs to start and start
now, not kicking the can down the road as all Irish Governments have since the
formation of the State.

70 There's no reference to the unification of Ireland

71 National Re-Unification.
Not planning for it would be ridiculous given current sentiment in Northern Ireland
and the risks posed by Brexit.

72 Issue of a United Ireland

73 Departure of NI from UK (Eire Aontaithe)

74 The issue of reunification of Ireland should be included.

76 | think the nationalist community will feel extremely disenfranchised if any type of
border or checks appear.

77 No. Irish reunification referendum not mentioned as an upside risk

78 I would like more detailing on suffrage eligibility and Irish unity

79 Other significant risks should be included

81 This risk should be added: failure to prepare for border poll (on a United Ireland)

83 Referenda in both jurisdictions in Ireland on a United Ireland should be included.

84 A united Ireland

86 Irish reunification

88 Sufficient and comprehensive planning for a referendum on Irish unity should be
included, to avoid the risk of demand for such overtaking the preparation made for
it in the event of a no deal Brexit.

89 United Ireland

91 8. | believe the Cyber Security Risks outlined in 6.1 place too much emphasis on
data loss and data availability and is not balanced with a focus on critical
infrastructure.

96 Preparing for reunification is significant and hasn’t been identified

97 Risk arising from inadequate planning for Unity

98 Preparation for national reunification should be included

99 A united Ireland needs to be part of the strategic risks as a glaring consequence of
Brexit

100 Border poll

102 Failure to plan for a united Ireland




103 Discussion of referendum about United Ireland

104 Implications of a United Ireland.

107 Unity Referendum must be included

109 Irish Unity

111 Possibility of a re-unification of Ireland. As a result of demographic and political
changes over the past decade contingency planning is essential

112 Amnesty in parade/parading

113 | believe a united Ireland should be included. More effort in promoting the benefits
of a united Ireland from government also.

114 Unification of Ireland - planning is needed. Great opportunity

116 The distinct probability of a united Ireland is not discussed. Senior unionists are
already acknowledging the possibility. The government is not

117 No, a united Ireland should be included

119 Why is a United Ireland / unity referendum not included?

120 Costs of a United Ireland

121 There is one large risk/opportunity missing. A Unity referendum north and south.

122 The correct risks have not been identified in entirety. The issues of a United Ireland
has not been included.

124 A referendum on Irish unity has been omitted.

125 Risk assessment of failure to plan for United Ireland should be included

126 No the reunification of our Island should also be on the discussion.

127 Risks of water quality to the environment have not been addressed. e.g. ESB oil
spill, Active pharmaceuticals ingredients and their metabolites in surface water and
persistence of pesticides in surface and groundwater.

129 Yes but housing is not environment risk

131 Yes. Is it time for Ireland to give nuclear power a chance?

Ireland is one of a few countries in the world with a ban on nuclear power for
electricity generation.

Climate change is a serious problem and we need to be looking at lots of solutions
to stop it...even the ones we may not like. For Ireland, this means that if there is a
breakthrough in nuclear technology, we should at least talk about it.
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2019/0502/1047031-is-it-time-for-ireland-to-give-
nuclear-power-a-chance/

132 On island terrorist attacks are a real threat. It has already happened in NZ, UK and

France in recent times. Ability of security services to respond promptly and robustly
is @ major concern.




133 The risks associated with a lack of competence at ministerial and senior civil service
levels are not mentioned.

135 The perception of the State as a perceived threat to other states due to a lack of
commitment to its own security Infrastructure.

136 stop the harassment of Protestant citizens and Jewish peoples

142 The lack of funding of the Defence Forces to meet any internal or external threat.

143 Correct risks identified

144 Systematic dismantling of the Defence Forces which leaves the state vulnerable to
any geopolitical shock

152 Cyber risks in the Maritime environment has not been identified as a threat. This is
a significant threat to the supply chain where 90 percent of imports and exports are
via the Maritime transport system

153 Aggressive posturing by UK or rump UK in future

154 Economic migration carried out by people posing as refugees. Many people are
sent to study on government scholarship to Ireland but end up staying in Ireland
claiming to be refugees.

157 Yes though | would also include early identification and countering of external
disinformation campaigns that might harm internal politics. Key given considerable
tech presence - opportunity for close cooperation with relevant stakeholders.

159 Cyber security

160 A booming economy which is open to a potential 500 million people moving here
will always have a housing issue.

162 It's not that they haven’t been identified, it's that no action is going to be taken
based on the track record of the previous two governments

163 The risk of an inadequate or coherent national security policy is not addressed. The
state lacks the capability to deal with National Security issues. This is particularly
evident in the domain of cyber security.

164 Climate change should also be in geopol, ec, and social risks.

165 Defence forces personnel leaving at an unprecedented rate

167 Please include Forest & Gorse fire risk.

168 Seems to be quite comprehensive.

170 access to advanced technology (inc broadband). gap between rich and poor.

172 The negative Impact 5G will have to public health

174 Mental Health

175 Include: capacity of the health system to deal with dependant population




176

Not all. Climate refugees, extinction consideration, food shortages, a much more
serious review of the climate affects is needed.

177

The lack of a credible security and defence strategy and structure within the state.
The inability of the state to provide even a slight deterrence militarily in the air and
non the sea and the destruction and under funding of any military and security.

184

- The social risk of the generational impact of the housing crisis.
- The health system challenges go far beyond an ageing population - the impact of
such a lack of mental health service provision is also a risk, for example.

187

The housing crisis. Rising sea levels. Insurance issues relating to environmental
events. Data privacy. The decline in democracy globally. Soil erosion. Water
scarcity. Scarcity in natural resources, water and food, leading to conflict. The slow
rate at which government, big industry and energy companies are adapting to the
climate crisis.

190

It is curious that housing provision and affordability is included as an
‘environmental risk." This is above all an economic and social cohesion risk to the
state.

We face the very real danger at this juncture of creating an economic apartheid
between a propertied class and an unpropertied class. One where workers'
productivity is not rewarded and earnings are devoured more and more by an
unproductive 'industry' - that being, the property industry.

| don't know who reads this, but the government really needs to start looking at
the Singapore housing model. That, and a well-calibrated Land Valuation Tax (as
distinct from a property tax).

Land hoarding and speculation should be radically disincentivized and the efficient
and productive use of land should be radically incentivized. What we have at the
moment is a hoarders charter.

191

The rise of disaffected angry young people towards violent expression of
frustrations and voicelessness

192

Loss of connection to North American diaspora due to current US leadership

195

The list is comprehensive however additional social risks could potentially include:
- concentration of media ownership in few hands

- operation of and lack of competition in the legal profession, as identified and
elucidated on repeatedly by the ECB, IMF & EC during the implementation and
review cycles of the bailout programme.

198

The risk to plant health from invasive plant pests and pathogens. This fits in the
environmental and economic strategic risks. The costs of a plant pests incursion
could be large.

199

Housing crisis. Ireland dominated by landlords is destroying everything else.

202

Inequality should be included as a social risk.




203

The perception of incompetent or abdicated governance promoted by both this
government and the last government have created a vacuum into which various
populists have been spilling, to the point where a dogwhistling racist now polls
second in the presidential election.

This is a serious risk over the medium and long term.

You have also completely omitted the strategic risk posed by a rogue police force.
We've gone through two Garda commissioners in as many years, seen senior
management obstruct any investigation, seen senior management break Garda
rules of behaviour and security regulations, we've seen GSOC display time and
again that it is not interested in the job, most recently deciding nobody was at fault
for leaving a loaded machine gun on top of a car where it fell off into the public.
We've seen faked child abuse records, faked murder cases, faked garda statistics so
bad the CSO refused to publish them, and a complete abandonment of any sense
that the force exists for the good of society as a whole. The entire force exists in a
siege mentality, an us-vs-them where "them" is the entire Irish population outside
of the Gardai. And the recent trend in rank-and-file Gardai to refer to non-gardai as
"civilians" as though the Gardai were a military unit is particularly troubling.

204

No.

The housing & rental crisis threatens the country at it's core. It threatens faith in
government, the fundamental order, economic competitiveness, and people's life
happiness.

205

Risks must be balanced with investment or at least significant investment in
mitigation. Sustained Defence capability and interoperability of public services is a
serious concern.

207

No mention of foreign deception in domestic affairs e.g. through social media

208

The continued existence of your corrupt and incompetent patent government

210

High cost of childcare on middle-income earners, typically dual-earner households
should be included. Ireland's cost of childcare is currently the highest in the
Eurozone. Families are struggling and if left unaddressed, this issue will have wider
socio-economic ramifications.

211

Political and social: rise of extremism and alt right
Social: housing
Geopolitical: conflict between EU and non-EU states such as Russia

212

Too many immigrants - both legal and illegal!

213

Housing. Housing. Housing. State built housing. Innovative housing solutions. Rural
resettlement scheme. ANYTHING to end homelessness.

215

Impact of the issues within the HSE on women’s health, particularly cervical health
screening and access to abortion services.

220

To an extent, the issue of large scale immigration into the nation and its
consequence on the balance of ethnicity should be a social issue.




221

Change of favorable USA attitude to Ireland.
Failure of the Irish govt to take measures to control overheating economy.

223

Provision of adequate, timely and effective health and social care- Social Risk
Shortage of skilled labour an economic rather than a social risk

224

No!

American foreign policy on Iran
American foreign policy on china
Al in security

225

There are significant other risks that should be included. It's unclear who the risks
stated in the list are risks for - the government? The state? The biggest risks for
citizens are growing inequality, access to adequate, affordable and sustainable
long-term housing options (with a knock on effect on urban centres, e.g. businesses
not being able to find employees as they cannot afford to live there and work on
lower wages), and the erosion of critical thinking/rise of populism and racism.

226

Other significant risks should be included, like rental/hosting crisis

227

Public Safety

229

No, there are far more social risks that need to be added. Why is more building of
social housing not included in that list & under environmental?

231

Please add the risk of medical, nutrition and health misinformation spread and the
monetisation of 'alternative' treatments, diets and lifestyles. The re-emergence of
previously eradicated diseases such as Measles, Mumps, rubella, rabies, HPV and
multiple other diseases will hit Ireland. The evidence can be seen in communities in
the United States, Australia and among religious groups with taboos against some
medical procedures. There are many sad cases of medical patients refusing
intervention to save they and their families lives and health, they have refused
based on mis-information.

How to manage mis-information: increase control and penalties for networks and
individual magnifying and circulating false information. Fine, or ban people who are
ultimately responsible for people's health and lives.

234

Gross Inadequacy of Critical National Infrastructure from either a direct Cyber
attack on Irish CNI assets, or as collateral damage following an attack on UK CNI
assets.

235

Risks to small business of Brexit, rising rents, insurance, health service and rates.
The rent for employees and business needs to be addressed

236

Housing and health should be included

241

Lack of regulation and sanctions in banking sector
Lack of brain cells in our politicians

246

Climate change affects all sectors




247 The rise in tension between Russia and EU which has made our legacy policy of
neutrality completely redundant.

249 Misinformation should be included in Cyber attacks

250 Inadequate public infrastructure & cost of living impacting on Ireland's economic
competitiveness and social cohesion

252 Comprehensive list of strategic risks listed.

255 Greater investment in research and innovation in order to underpin the future
competitiveness of our economy.

257 Inequality

258 Decentralisation of civil service offices is a strategic risk that is underestimated.
Decentralisation poses a high level of risk in terms of collusion fraud, as multiple
closely linked individuals tend to work together in decentralised offices for
decades.

260 under food safety, which just means a good supply, there should be a push for
Ireland to start producing a good percentage of its own fresh food, too much is
imported which lead to food insecurity.

266 No - main risk is political system in this country where short termism rules and
vested interests (legal profession, trade unions, big corporations) drive policy to the
detriment of ordinary people

267 Individual inherent risks are identified. What is not discussed is the interdependent

view.

The capacity for the state to defend its interests given the current degradation of
government support to the Defence Forces is critical given the backstop nature this
body provides. These interests are no longer purely in a green defence role but also
aid to the civil power and CT operations at home. Additionally Ireland should aspire
to have an independent credible defence capability which can be maintained both
financially and with the appropriate levels of training, retention and corporate
memory. The lack of air defence, situational awareness and ability to project
capability is not only embarrassing on the international stage but is a dereliction of
duty by the current government.

There is confusion between “Security and Intelligence” in An Garda Siochana (and
the reporting line) and that of the Intelligence role in the Defence Forces. Having a
properly resourced and separate intelligence service with an appropriate legal
footing and capability (and budget) is key to preparation and response for the
other risks identified in the questionnaire. The STAC as it currently stands doesn’t
cut it and reports to government (any new function should report to an
independent function e.g. the Attorney Generals Department (note Australia)).
Such an entity must be empowered not only to receive but also collect, analyse and
disseminate its own product both at home and externally as appropriate.

Key to both paragraphs is the inclusion of cybersecurity throughout all the threads
of risk. It is not an isolated risk with one owner, but a risk which has to be taken




into account by ALL government departments with one coordinator — who, given
the sensitivity of the role by virtue of what is has to coordinate may well be best
placed within any new Intelligence function above. All government functions
should embrace the concept of the senior information risk owner as a first step to
defending the (cyber) state.

269 Other risks should be included, although they may be side effects of some risks, the
increase in right-wing extremism in Ireland cannot be shunned

271 Continuing increase in gangland influence in communities.

Growth in use of class A recreational drugs.

272 Unwillingness of politicians to lead change

273 The Economic Risks need to include: risks from high reliance on importation of
fossil fuels; risk to global and national economy from the guaranteed impact of
climate change (which is completely separate to the environmental risks to same);
risks to national economy from shift in global food markets to non-animal based
products; risks from lack of political will to completely revise current economic
growth only models to sustainable economy based on including monetary value on
natures services (l.e. Clean air, clean water, soil, pollinators etc.)

275 Gender Inequality
Childcare Crisis
Developing World as Partner/ Disruptor
Professional, agile, expert public service
Legal System Reform
Over-site of large corporate bodies or sectors (Banking, Insurance, Energy,
Construction etc)

278 Increased diversity of crops and foods produced in Ireland, to increase our self-
reliance; sustainability, and reduce reliance (and climate impact) from food
imports.

279 Social unrest due to housing crisis and high costs of living for young workers

285 Also childcare shortage and worrying lack of diversity in all public /political
representation

294 Extinction of species. global warming. corporations dictating polices

295 Agricultural practises and the effects on incomes of farmers and impact on the
environment

296 Energy security

299 Biodiversity emergency
Effect of roundup and spraying on food and communities

300 Shannon LNG, Fracking and offshore drilling, Skibbereen plastics plant, corporate

forestry, raw sewage dumped into the sea, supporting Americas war machine, and




of course housing, looking beyond tourism or corporate interests only, public
transportation....

301 Climate change is the only significant risk

303 The shift in politics around the world to the extreme right.
Measures of public happiness.

304 Oil and gas exploration counterproductive to addressing existential crisis
GMOs threaten biodiversity and food security
Shifting Baseline Syndrome (SBS) prevents Irish society from connecting with scale
of loss of resources and ecological services both nationally and globally
Gap between rich and poor widening
Lack of self-sufficiency nationally
Globalization in business

305 More risks relating to current climate crisis, regulation of auto insurance rates

306 National media being monopolies and lack of unbiased media. Lack of free speech
and lack of critical thinking of society

311 1) Recycling centres need to be set up across the country.
2)How are Ireland manages its waste Needs to be addressed. 3)Grants for farmers
using their land for fruit and veg instead of livestock.
4) animal rights
5) healthcare is a broken system that needs to be rebuilt
6) counselling services need to be more readily available for all types of income
homes
7) child welfare needs more support workers from the school system-to state care
8) more severe consequences for child abusers and rapist

313 Educational shift:
1) more content on our ecosystems and how to positively impact and protect the
environment
2) practical workshops: try trades in primary and secondary schools - a day in the
life of...
3) mandatory critical thinking class e.g. ethics/philosophy, with a module in how to
identify and question sources of information for primary and secondary levels

315 These may fall under climate change but: upgrading food production, reduce meat
consumption, work on global network of no fish zones in oceans and a treaty on
the use of international waters, re-wilding (encouraging nature wherever we can:
in the ocean, on land and in our cities), look at alternative construction materials to
concrete, reduce fast fashion, planned & perceived obsolescence of products,
linear economy & capitalism, an economy that focuses on GDP growth instead of
quality of people’s lives

319 Others to Include: Risk of increased disillusionment with current politicians /

politics (Irish & EU level) and possible social unrest / rebellion




321

Impact of Government Interference on established legislation. For example... the
impact that successive government minister’s knee-jerk reactions (and often poorly
informed decisions) to crises have had on the urban and social landscape.
Specifically, the impact that recent changes to the planning development act,
changes in the minimum space standards, deregulation of the housing market,
abolition of rules governing maximum building heights, removing the powers of the
Local authority in making planning decisions etc. has had in terms of increasing
homelessness and decreasing affordability for the private individual. These are
significant and long-term and | am concerned.

322

Climate emergency is the most pressing

323

Homelessness needs to be included as does housing insecurity

327

The risks presented by climate change cross all risk categories esp security and
economic and to think it can be confined to the environmental sector is naivity
bordering on ignorance.

330

Loss of indigenous culture and loss of the Irish language

331

Environment should be the only risk as if it continues the way it's going with no
change then the other risks won't matter anyway

332

Bio diversity and climate change

333

Those included are correct, though rising sea levels may also warrant inclusion.

334

Risks of failing to adapt agricultural practices away from beef/dairy and towards a
more diverse range of crops.

335

natural habitat loss, biodiversity decline, air and water quality decline, water
shortages during dry periods, lack of sustainable planning for environmental future
which balances human and nature needs

338

The aging population of Ireland, which will lead to a vacuum in the amount of
persons working in Ireland, and those retired.

The poor lack of retention in the defence forces will lead to infinite problems down
the road, much more so than there is now.

Extremism, both left and right wing, will destabilise society if left unchecked.
Insufficient prison facilities to house prisoners that are then released early because
of lack of room in prison facilities.

Modernising the Irish Navy, to allow persons to be qualified enough to be able to
leave (and remove any regulations that state their naval qualifications cannot be
transferable to merchant qualifications, this is truly ridiculous), and foster an
environment that makes them want to stay.

Disenfranchised citizens, not willing to vote-introduce automatic voter registration,
and mandatory voting, similar in operation to jury service, where persons must opt
out of voting with a valid reason, or face penalty.

345

Cultural risks have not been identified...risks to Irish culture from multiculturalism
and globalisation




351 There is a huge new risk associated with Battery Energy Storage Facilities, including
the risk of Lithium in Fire, the huge effects it will have on air quality with the
release of hydrogen hydroxide. the risk of these Batteries going on Fire is very real
and need to be addressed with Fire Safety Legislation. one fire near a water supply
will cause untold irreversible damage. as fire fighters will spray huge amounts of
water trying to cool the fires (that they can not extinguish) this runoff will find its
way to water courses.

353 Immigration and exportation

356 Yes, terrorism and Climate change effects are the biggest ones

359 No. The risk of the loss of a stable and secure environment for global businesses to
maintain regional headquarters in Ireland; and the vulnerability of Ireland to a
Hybrid or Multi-Domain attack are both worthy of particular mention.

360 Cyber Terrorism. Espionage. No Central Intelligence Agency to coordinate the
countries threats.

361 Espionage

362 Increased fuel costs adversely affecting the less well off.

363 The depletion of the Defence Forces to respond to credible threats

364 Correct risks identified

367 Attack by an State actor on the State using conventional or unconventional means
Inability of the State to respond to threats due to public services having inadequate
resources, capabilities, numbers etc
A breakdown of the peace process in Northern Ireland
The security implications of a customs border being required to be enforced on the
island.

The risks imposed by a possibly border poll
Terrorists or their supporters residing in Ireland or seeking to come to Ireland
368 | would consider adding "Economic crime and organised crime" to the list,

especially in relation to banking fraud, white collar crime, money laundering,
financing of terrorism (including international financing of sectarian groups), and
tax fraud.

Additionally, I think the reference to Climate Change and Biodiversity could be
reframed and separated as "Climate Change" and "Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Collapse". The challenges of climate change are more widespread than mere
biodiversity, and the potential human cost is profound, so there is no need to lump
the two together. Additionally, biodiversity could be reframed to Ecosystem
Damage in order to broaden the issue beyond loss of animal and plant life and also
include soil degradation, water and air pollution, etc.

Additionally, | think "Impact of Social Media on Public Debate" doesn't adequately




capture the specific concerns of disinformation from foreign and domestic actors,
particularly political disinformation and narrative-shaping propaganda from
adversarial foreign nations. The problem | have with the current framing is that it is
not merely an issue of social media, but rather a more complex matter of the entire
information environment. Current means and methods of disinformation rely on
complex interactions between social media and "traditional" or "established"
media for the generation, amplification and dissemination of messages aimed at
manipulating public sentiment through false narratives, and has been seen to be
carried out by nation state actors with the intent of undermining and weakening
target states and governments. It is thus at the mid-point between technological
risks and geopolitical risks. Though Ireland isn't a particularly large target of
geopolitically-oriented political disinformation (with an exception relating to Brexit
and related issues), there is an ongoing risk of cross-contamination of false political
tropes and narratives from foreign states due to the borderless nature of political
discourse on the internet. The consequences of this risk is far beyond polarisation,
but can lead to what can be called an "epistemic collapse", a which results in the
fragmentation of fact-based discourse and weakening of political institutions due
to significant gaps and errors in public perspectives. Such epistemic collapses are
already largely evident in the political discourse of the United Kingdom and United
States, where a significant number of the population genuinely belief a number of
things that are demonstrably false and profoundly damaging to democratic
participation. The issue is therefore broader than social media and disinformation
itself should be duly recognised as a serious strategic risk for Irish democracy.




