OMNIPLEX HOLDINGS ULC

1 Castlewood Place, Rathmines, Phone: +353 (1) 496 4900
Dublin, D06 X4F4. email: mail@omniplex.ie

Minister Leo Varadkar

The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment
Department of Enterprise

Trade and Employment

23 Kildare Street

Dublin 2

D02 TD30

leo.varadkar@oireachtas.ie

28/05/2021

Dear Minister Varadkar,

| hope you are well. | have been asked to make this submission on behalf of the Cinema industry in
Ireland.

Cinema has been one of the worst affected industries due to the Covid-19 pandemic. When the
industry re-opens, Social Distancing of 2m will result in auditorium capacity reducing by 70%, indeed
when cinemas re-opened in July and December, trading was down by 75% compared to pre-Covid
figures.

On behalf of the Cinema industry please see below measures we are asking to be included in the
National Economic Recovery Program to support the industry when re-opening and while
attendance is restricted due to Social Distancing.

e EWSS to continue while restrictions remain in place.

e Commercial Rates waiver to continue into 2022.

e Thereduced 9% Vat Rate on cinema tickets to be extended into 2022 and the rate to be
expanded to included ancillary cinema concession sales like popcorn and drinks etc. This
model is | being applied in the UK.

e CRSS or a similar measure to be extended to support cinemas until restrictions are
completely lifted.

e Introduction of Government backed loans to support cinemas while we struggle to recover
from the drastic impact Covid 19 has had on the industry.

e Easy access to Affordable Working Capital.

Thank you for considering this request and if you require any further clarification, please do not
hesitate to contact me.


mailto:leo.varadkar@oireachtas.ie

Regards,

Mark Anderson

CC:

e Dr Orlaigh Quinn, Secretary General of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and
Employment secretary.general@enterprise.gov.ie
® Robert McCann Finn, Managing Director Break Out Pictures

e Aileen Galvin, Facilitator
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