National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) Subgroup On Guidance and Evidence Synthesis

Meeting 1 - Friday 27/03/2020 — 9am by teleconference

In attendance:

e Dr Mairin Ryan - Director of HTA, HIQA (Chair)

e Dr Fiona Cianci - Specialist in Public Health Medicine, HPSC

e Dr Patricia Harrington - Head of Health Technology Assessment, HTA Directorate, HIQA

e Dr Conor Teljeur - Chief Scientist, HTA Directorate, HIQA

e Shelley O'Neill = Programme Manager HRB-CICER, HTA Directorate, HIQA

e Tim Carey — Assistant National Director, Clinical Design and Innovation, HSE

e Anne Horgan, Clinical Design and Innovation, HSE

e Dr Derval Igoe - Specialist in Public Health Medicine, HPSC

e Dr AnaTerres - Research and Development Lead, HSE

e Professor Martin Cormican - HSE National Clinical Lead Healthcare Associated Infections and
Antimicrobial Resistance Team (AMRIC)

e Professor Maire Connolly, NUI Galway

e Dr Alan Smith - Deputy Chief Medical Officer, DOH

e Claudine Hughes - Clinical Effectiveness Unit, DOH

e Ciara Mellett - Programme Manager, Slaintecare, DOH

e Tanya King - Deputy Chief Nursing Officer, DOH

e Maeve O'Brien - Older People's Project Unit, DOH

e Teresa Maguire — Head of Research Services and Policy Unit, DOH

e Pauline Dempsey, Clinical Effectiveness Unit, DOH

e Luke Kearney — Population Screening & Chronic Disease Unit (Secretariat)

1. Welcome and Introductions
Introductions were made and the Chair welcomed the group and provided an overview of the
primary purpose of the NPHET subgroup on Guidance and Evidence Synthesis.

2. Conflict of Interest Declarations
All members were asked to complete and return the COI declaration form.

Action: Subgroup members to complete a COI declaration and return to subgroup secretariat.
No conflicts of interest were declared at this time.

3. Terms of Reference (for information)
The Terms of Reference were tabled. The Chair highlighted two amendments which have been made
in the interests of clarity.

4. Public Health Update — Standing Item
The DCMO provided an epidemiological update on the COVID-19 Irish data. A discussion took place
on information relating to healthcare workers and further granularity relating to this data may be
helpful, if available.



Action: DCMO to feedback to NPHET regarding increased granularity re: epidemiological figures
with respect to Healthcare worker cases, if available.

5. Update from NPHET

The Chair provided an overview of the role and purpose of COVID-19 NPHET and supporting groups
including the Expert Advisory Group and a number of subgroups e.g. NPHET Sub-Group Vulnerable
People, Workforce Planning, Hospital Preparedness.

The NPHET subgroup on Guidance and Evidence Synthesis reports to the COVID-19 NPHET and will
deliver a weekly report to COVID-19 NPHET on its progress. The first report was provided to the
NPHET meeting on 24/03/2020. Members were invited to provide their feedback on the report.

The group were informed of the establishment a subgroup of the NPHET Expert Advisory Group
(EAG) on Research. The Terms of Reference will be circulated to members.

Action: Research Unit DOH to circulate Terms of Reference for NPHET EAG Subgroup on Research.

6. Update on Co-ordination of development of Public Health and Clinical Guidance relating to
COVID-19.

The group were updated on the scope and governance process relating to the approval of public
health guidance produced by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre and the Antimicrobial
Resistance Infection Control team.

The importance of linking all infection prevention and control guidance directly to HPSC website was
highlighted to the group. This is to help ensure that new updated advice and document versions are
not overlooked.

The HSE updated the group on the interactions within the HSE in terms of the process and
governance relating to the development of clinical guidance. Information was provided on the
development of a central repository for clinical guidance (see agenda item 8).

The volume of guidance is high and the HSE has established a team, reporting to the COVID-19
Clinical Advisory Group, to review and approve clinical guidance which then goes to a
repository/website (see agenda item 8).

The DOH provided an update. The group were informed of the process that has been established to
deal with requests for guidance. A dedicated email address has been created (COVID-
19 Guidance Coordination@health.gov.ie) to manage requests for guidance. DOH are working with
the HSE and HPSC to collate guidance developed and in development. A request was made to share
the COVID-19 Pandemic Guidance Development: Co-ordination and information exchange process

document with the AMRIC nominee.

Action: DOH to share COVID-19 Pandemic Guidance Development: Co-ordination and information
exchange process document with the AMRIC nominee.

The group were also informed of the process by which DOH is triaging requests received for
guidance.

7. Update on Evidence Synthesis Support and Capacity.
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HTA team, HIQA updated the group on the evidence synthesis support provided to date to the
COVID-19 NPHET Expert Advisory Group (EAG). Five evidence reviews are in progress or complete to
date.

In addition, a database summarising international public health guidance has been created by HIQA.
This assists in the development of daily updates on public health guidance produced internationally,
which are provided to the HPSC. HPSC to provide these reviews to AMRIC. HPSC acknowledged the
support that HTA team, HIQA has provided in relation to this.

Action: HIQA daily Public Health evidence review updates to HPSC to be shared with AMRIC
subgroup nominee.

HTA Unit, HIQA are happy to share this with group members. The Chair agreed to circulate group
members email contact details.

Action: Email contact details for NPHET subgroup Guidance and Evidence synthesis members to be
circulated amongst the subgroup.

HTA team, HIQA updated the group on a rapid HTA that they are currently undertaking in relation to
Alternative Diagnostic Tests for COVID-19.

The group were updated on the support currently being provided to the NPHET Subgroup on
Modelling by the HTA team, HIQA.

Research Services Unit, DOH informed the group of additional evidence synthesis capacity that may
be available through the Health Research Board and academia.

The Chair reported that an evidence synthesis database was being established in the DOH for all
research work undertaken in and commissioned by the DoH to help minimise duplication of effort.

8. Update on the HSE National Health Library and Knowledge service input.

The group were updated on the development of a central HSE repository for clinical guidance. This
will be open access and compatible also with mobile devices. It is currently progressing through the
HSE approval process and it is anticipated to go live the week beginning 30™" March 2020.

It was noted that the HSE National Health Library and Knowledge Service has a dedicated evidence
request service for COVID-19. An editorial team, including clinical input oversees the development of
the rapid evidence summaries and evidence synthesis reviews which are developed following such
requests.

9. AOB

The group was asked to consider a process whereby healthcare workers could collate their
experience and share it with each other.

For future discussion, the group were asked to consider an approach to dealing with Irish developed
guidance that may be contrary to national guidance.

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 2" April 2020 @ 11am (subject to change).



