
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) Subgroup on Guidance and Evidence Synthesis 

Meeting 9 - Thursday 21/05/2020 – 11am by teleconference 

In attendance: 

• Dr Máirín Ryan – Director of HTA, HIQA (Chair) 
• Dr Patricia Harrington – Head of Assessment, HTA Directorate, HIQA 
• Dr Conor Teljeur – Chief Scientist, HTA Directorate, HIQA 
• Shelley O'Neill – Programme Manager, HTA Directorate, HIQA 
• Anne Horgan – Planning and Performance Lead, Clinical Design and Innovation, Office of 

CCO, HSE 
• Dr Ana Terrés – Assistant National Director, Head of Research and Evidence, HSE 
• Professor Máire Connolly – NUI Galway 
• Claudine Hughes – Clinical Effectiveness Unit, DOH 
• Ciara Mellett – Programme Manager, Slaintecare, DOH 
• Tanya King – Deputy Chief Nursing Officer, DOH 
• Pauline Dempsey – Clinical Effectiveness Unit, DOH 
• Luke Kearney – Population Screening & Chronic Disease Unit (Secretariat) 

 

Apologies: 

• Professor Martin Cormican – HSE National Clinical Lead Healthcare Associated Infections and 
Antimicrobial Resistance Team (AMRIC) 

• Tim Carey – Assistant National Director, Clinical Design and Innovation, Office of CCO, HSE 
• Dr Mary O’Riordan – Specialist in Public Health Medicine, HPSC 
• Dr Derval Igoe – Specialist in Public Health Medicine, HPSC 
• Dr Teresa Maguire, Research Services Unit, DOH 
• Dr Alan Smith – Deputy Chief Medical Officer, DOH 

 
 

1. Welcome & Conflict of Interest declarations. 

No new COI were declared. 

 

2. Minutes from previous meeting. 

The minutes from the previous meeting (15th May 2020) were discussed. Dr Maguire’s name was 
omitted from the meeting attendees and it was agreed to amend the minutes to reflect this. The 
remainder of the minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 

The actions from the 15th May 2020 meeting were discussed: 

1. Professor Connolly to share the WHO Question and Answer document on serology, when 
available, with the subgroup members. 
In Progress: Document is in final stages of clearance and will be sent to the group once 
finalised. 



Action: Professor Connolly to share the WHO Question and Answer document on serology, 
when available, with the subgroup members. 
 

2. DOH to circulate to subgroup members, the generic HPSC email address for queries on either 
existing public health and IPC guidance, request for new guidance or to review external 
guidance. 
Completed 
 

3. DOH to share with the HPSC the process document for requests to the DOH guidance 
coordination email for Public Health/IPC guidance arising from the Government’s Roadmap 
for Reopening Society and Business. 
Completed 
 
Action: DoH to request feedback from HPSC on process document. 
 

4. Subgroup members to contact DOH, by 3pm today, with observations, on the EAG Research 
Subgroup draft Proposal for Next Steps in the National Research Response to Covid-19. 
Completed 
 

 
3. Matters Arising. 

There were no matters arising. 

 
4. Update from NPHET. 

The Guidance and Evidence Synthesis subgroup report, which will be submitted to the NPHET 
COVID-19 meeting on the 22nd May 2020, was circulated to subgroup members prior to today’s 
meeting.  An amendment to section (k) in the Guidance and Evidence Synthesis subgroup NPHET 
report, to state that the purpose is to develop a  strategic framework on COVID-19 diagnostic testing 
approaches, was suggested.  Further observations on the report should be submitted to the 
Guidance and Evidence Synthesis subgroup Chair. 

 

5. Update on development of Public Health & Infection, Prevention and Control (IPC) 
Guidance relating to COVID-19. 

There were no members from HPSC or AMRIC on the teleconference so this agenda item was not 
discussed. 

 

6. Update on development of Clinical Guidance relating to COVID-19. 

The HSE provided an update on the HSE Repository for Interim Clinical Guidance for the clinical 
community including the number of documents uploaded and in the process of being approved 
(summarised in Appendix 1). An insight was also provided to the trends observed in accessing topics 
including the correlation with the uploading of new or updated guidance will be monitored over the 
coming period. The HSE Chief Clinical Officer in a communication last week to HSE staff, highlighted 
the HSE Repository for Interim Clinical Guidance for the clinical community as a resource for staff.  



Following on from a discussion at the subgroup meeting last week in relation to Hyperbaric Oxygen 
Therapy, the HSE informed the subgroup of a position statement currently progressing through the 
CCO CAG review/approval process. This guidance may be of interest to subgroup members. 

Action: HSE to share with subgroup members a HSE position statement on Hyperbaric Oxygen 
Therapy, once available. 

The Chair informed the subgroup that HTA directorate, HIQA has been asked to undertake an 
evidence review in relation to reopening of day care facilities for people with disabilities. A 
discussion took place about relevant HSE guidance in relation to this topic. 

Action: HSE to share with HIQA relevant guidance that may assist with an evidence review on 
reopening of day care facilities for people with disabilities. 

 

7. Update on the National Health Library and Knowledge Service activities. 

The HSE Head of Research and Evidence informed the subgroup of eight new summary of evidence 
requests which were received this week and the team are currently working on 26 summaries of 
evidence (Appendix 1). In total they have completed approximately 100 summaries of evidence to 
date.  

 

8. Update on Evidence Synthesis activity by HIQA. 

The group was updated on the rapid evidence reviews, summaries and updates of international 
public health guidance that are planned and/or ongoing (Appendix 1) by the HTA directorate, HIQA, 
to support the work of NPHET, the NPHET EAG, AMRIC, HPSC and other groups. 

Much of this work is already published on the HIQA website, or will be published in the near future. 

An update was provided in relation to modelling work, including an outline of the various models 
developed and in development. The group are looking at high risk groups such as migrant workers 
and considering the potential impact of policies such as targeted testing. Data sources and the 
importance of ensuring that any data used in the models was robust and accurate was discussed. 

 

9. Update from DoH. 

A update was provided on requests/queries received via the  
COVID_19_Guidance_Coordination@health.gov.ie email.  Many requests are now coming in from 
business owners regarding reopening. Thanks, were expressed to the HPSC in assisting with such 
queries.. Queries of this nature are also being received by the DOH Covid-19 queries email, it was 
agreed that those relating to guidance co-ordination can be sent to the 
COVID_19_Guidance_Coordination@health.gov.ie. 

The Guidance and Evidence Synthesis activities database continues to be updated and suggestions to 
improve it are welcomed. The sixth summary report updates to the database was produced on the 
16th May 2020.  Future reports will continue to add new data as they become available from the 
various sources. The 7th report will be finalised and sent over the coming days. Thanks, were 
expressed to subgroup members for their contributions. 

mailto:COVID_19_Guidance_Coordination@health.gov.ie
mailto:COVID_19_Guidance_Coordination@health.gov.ie


 

 

10. AOB. 

The Chair advised the group that the day and time of the Guidance and Evidence Synthesis subgroup 
meeting will be kept under review to help mitigate against scheduling issues for subgroup members 
while also considering the scheduling of NPHET meetings.  

The meeting concluded with the Chair thanking all members for their contributions and ongoing 
work. 

 

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 28th May 2020 @ 11am (subject to change).  

 

  



Appendix 1 - Summary of guidance development and evidence synthesis activities across contributing organisations (Report 7, 23rd May 2020) 

 
Archived or 

replaced 
Awaiting 
approval1 Completed 

In 
development 

Ongoing 
updates 

Preliminary 
approval2 Published 

Published & 
under review Total3 

Clinical care guidance 26 13    4 121 2 166 
Epidemiology       1  1 
Evidence Summary   6 1 4  6  17 
Evidence Synthesis   10 8 1    19 
Other4   1 1 3    5 
Public health/IPC guidance 31 2 11 8 1  65 2 120 
Public information   1      1 
Rapid Evidence Review   3 3 3    9 
Rapid HTA       1  1 
Research to inform 
communications approach     9    9 
Summaries of evidence5 1  31 25     57 
Total 58 15 63 46 21 4 194 4 405 

 
Notes on Table 1: 
Note 1: Awaiting approval - Guidance that has been developed and is awaiting approval through the governance process in place within the respective organisation. 
 
Note 2: Preliminary approval - this relates to clinical care guidance that has received initial approval prior to consideration by the Chief Clinical Officer Clinical Advisory Group (CCO CAG).  Preliminary approval is 
provided by the National Lead for Integrated Care (Dr Siobhan Ni Bhriain), usually in order to provide early access to guidance on a particular topic pending full approval. 
 
Note 3: Total excludes items deemed “not required” 
 
Note 4: Other – relates to: 

(i) HIQA’s daily database for public health guidance and epidemiological data on international restrictions and easing. 
(ii) IEMAG Report to NPHET 
(iii) ESRI documents on hospital utilisation and ICU LOS 

 
Note 5: Summaries of evidence – HSE’s National Health Library and Knowledge Service (NHLKS) Summaries of Evidence are compilations of the latest research evidence and key reference information related to Covid-
19. They are developed by the NHLKS Evidence team in response to questions received by healthcare professionals via their online evidence request form.  Each Summary of Evidence contains a comprehensive 
representation of all available research evidence and key reference sources and provides collated information on a topic of interest, displayed in a way that it is easy to follow and understand. They are aimed at 
supporting healthcare professionals to make informed decisions.  These are distinct from Evidence Summaries which are developed by HIQA on topics related to public health in Ireland. 


