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An Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna Department of Education and Skills

Corr na Madadh i Cornamaddy
Baile Atha Luain :43 Athlone
Co. na hlarmhi e e Co. Westmeath

N37 X659 N37 X659

Dr. Diarmuid Martin
Archbishop of Dublin
Lower Drumcondra Road
Dublin 9

27™ June 2019

Re: Notice under Section 37A (5) (a) of the Education Act 1998
(as inserted by Section 8 of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018)

Dear Archbishop,

I am directed by the Minister for Education and Skills to issue a notice in writing to you
pursuant to Section 37A (5)(a) of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section 8 of the
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018).

I wish to inform you that the Minister has received a report prepared in accordance with 37A
(2) of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section 8§ of the Education (Admission to Schools)
Act 2018) from the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). A copy of the report is
enclosed.

While some progress has been made to address the shortfall in the number of additional places
required since it wrote to the Minister on 18 April last, the Council advises the Minister that it
remains of the opinion that there is insufficient special class capacity in Dublin 15.

The Minister is satisfied that the report submitted by the NCSE contains the information which
must be specified in accordance with section 37A (3):

e The report considers existing provision for children with special educational needs in
the area concerned, having regard to the generality of provision of education within the
area

e It notes that no proposed or existing building projects, as advised by the Department
of Education and Skills, will have an impact on the insufficient capacity identified for
September 2019.

e It identifies schools in the area concerned which the Council considers could meet
additional demand for education for children with special educational needs. It divides
these schools into different groups based on the fact that some have accommodation in
limited use or could be repurposed, including rooms rented to a private occupier
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currently; there has been an indication by the patron in respect of some of them that
they may have space but a technical assessment is required to determine feasibility; and
some, in the assessment of the NCSE have space but a technical assessment is needed
to determine feasibility.

e The NCSE states that all of the named schools should be requested to make additional
provision in respect of children with special educational needs.

The Minister is also satisfied that the NCSE has carried out all necessary and appropriate
consultations, in accordance with section 37A (4).

Having considered the report, the Minister has formed the opinion that the relevant person in

respect of each of the schools named should make additional provision for children with special
educational needs.

The 14 identified schools under your Patronage are set out in Table 1 below.

Table 1.
Roil School Name Address (Line 1) | Address (Line
Number 2)
00697S | St Brigids Mxd NS Castleknock Dublin 15
16675V | Scoil Naomh Lucais Hollywood Road | Tyrellstown
18046A | Scoil Bride B Church Avenue Blanchardstown
19435Q | St Francis Xavier JNS Roselawn Road Castleknock
19470S | St Francis Xavier SNS Roselawn Castleknock
19545A | Corduff NS Corduff Blanchardstown
19605P | Scoil Nais Mhuire Sois Blakestown Mulhuddart
19636D | St Patricks Senior School | Corduff Blanchardstown
19694R | Scoil Mhuire Sen Blakestown Mulhuddart
19850F | Ladyswell NS Ladyswell Mulhuddart
20130B | St Patricks NS St. Patrick's | Diswellstown
National School Road
20137P | Mary Mother of Hope | Liftlepace Castaheany
Senior NS
20231H | St Benedicts NS Ongar Dublin 15
203098 | Mary Mother of Hope | Littlepace Castaheany
Junior National School

Accordingly, notice under Section 37A (5) (a) is hereby served on you, the Patron and to the
Boards of Management of the above named schools, respectively, being the relevant persons
as defined in the Act. You should now make additional provision for children with special
educational needs.



Please note that you have 14 days from the date of service of this notice in which to make
representations to the Minister in respect of this notice.

Yours sincerely,

‘?wa ABen, Ar

Eddie Ward

Principal Officer
Special Education Section



