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Dr. Diarmuid Martin
Archbishop of Dublin
Lower Drumcondra Road
Dublin 9

22™ August 2019

RE: Notice under Section 37A (6) of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section 8 of
the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018)

Dear Archbishop,

l'am directed by the Minister for Education and Skills to issue a notice in writing to you
pursuant to Section 37A (6) of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by Section 8 of the
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018) (the Act).

As previously advised, there is a shortage of suitable school places for children with special
educational needs in your area. You will be aware that Section 37A above provides the
Minister with power to direct a school to make additional provision where it is considered
necessary and the legislation sets out a series of steps in this regard,

On 27 June, 14 schools under your patronage were served with a notice under Section 37A
(5) () of the Act that the Minister was of the opinion that those schools should make
additional provision for children with special needs.

Subsequent to the provisions of the Act, I wish to inform you that following consideration of
the Report received from the National Council for Special Education under Section 37A (2),
the representations received under Section 37A (5) (iii) and having consulted with you the
patron body for the schools as provided for under Section 37A (5), the Minister remains of
the opinion that 6 schools as set out in appendix A under your patronage should make
additional places available for children with special educational needs early in the 2019/20
school year. This opinion is also informed by the recent visit to the schools by a technical
team which comprised personnel from both the Department’s Planning and Building Unit and
the NCSE who have advised that there is suitable accommodation available which can be
adapted, if required, for the immediate establishment of a special class. It is not considered
that any new accomn adation is required.
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and whole school planning; the adaptation of the available accommodation if required,
recruitment of teachers and special needs agsistarnits; and engagement with the NCSE and its
support team.

There is a package of Supports available to assist those schools in making the additional
places available and these are outlined in the Appendix B. The Supports cover the provision
of additional teachers, special needs assistants, training, advice and funding,

Accordingly, notice under Section 37A (6) is hereby served on you, the Patron and Board of
Management, respectively, being the relevant persons as defined in the Act. Those schools
should now procecd to make additional provision for children with special educational needs.

Please note that you have 14 days from the date of service of this notice in which to make
representations to the Minister in respect of this notice,

Yours sincerely,

Yours sincerely,

Eddie Ward,
Principal Officer
Special Education Section




Appendix A

NCSE Report No. Roll No Name
2 | 18046A Scoil Bride B
9 | 19545A Corduff NS (St. Patrick's JNS)
11 | 19665P Scoil Nais Mhuire Sois
12 | 19694R Scoil Mhuire Sen
13 | 19850F Ladyswell NS
7 1 203098 Mary Mother of Hope JNS




Appendix B. Resources to be provided to schools directed to establish new ASD Special Classes in
Dublin 15

Staffing

The NCSE will sanction 1 teaching post and 2 SNAs for every ASD special class of 6 children. Schools
can apply for additional SNA resources if required for students in special classes through NCSE.

As an exceptional measure, to expedite the recruitment process the NCSE will sanction these post
Upon receipt of the written agreement of the relevant Board of management to establish ASD
Special classes. This is on the understanding that students are enrolled and attend as soon as it
practical.

Staff Training and Professional Development

A new special programme of professional support for the recently established special school and
special classes in Dublin 15 is being developed in collaboration with the Middletown Centre for
Autism, National Educational Psychological Service {NEPS) and the Inspectorate. This programme will
be delivered in September 20109.

This is in addition to the extensive professional development and other supports already available to
schools that establish special classes.

More information is available from the NCSE Support Service at www.ncse.ie
Suppert from NCSE and NEPS

The National Council for Special Education {NCSE) and Nationa! Educational Psychological Setvice
(NEPS) were requested to ensure provision is in place to support schools that establish new ASD
special classes opening in Dublin 15 for 20:19/20 school year.

The NCSE and NEPS have committed to providing support to newly established special classes in
Dublin 15. More information is available from the NCSE Support Service at www.ncse.ie funding
towards running costs

Primary schools receive the mainstream capitation rate {currently €179 per students) and an
enhanced capitation grant of for £670 per student enrolied in a special class for ASD giving a total
per student of €849,

Funding for fit out of classroom

¢ Special class start-up grant : A grant of €6,500 is available to cover the cast of furniture and
general equipment,
°* Specialised furniture/equipment grant: Available for individual students who require
specialised furniture/equipment.
* Loose furniture and equipment for new classes: €2,500 is available,
¢ ICT Grant: a grant of €5,000 is available per new primary classroom.
Other support which may be available to supports children enrolling in the special class inciude

¢ Assistive technology ~ see DES Circular No 0010/2013

*  Access to the Special School transport scheme. See
https://www.education.ie/en/Pa rents/Services/School-Transport/School-Transport-
Schemes/School~Transoort—ChE!dren-with—SpeciaI-Educationa{-!\!eeds.html




