An Coimisitn Tithiochta
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Note on Key Material in The Housing Commission Report

Overall

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Housing must be a unique national priority, supporting social cohesion and
economic development. Ireland has an opportunity to change policy and
improve the lives of citizens and residents right across the country.

A focus on expressing our collective aspirations for society, inclusive of
supporting diversity and environmental goals, is heeded, embodying shared
values that deliver for our people.

A major issue of concern to the Commission is Ireland’s housing deficit. Itis
critical that this housing deficit is addressed through emergency action. Coupled
with this is the need for a step change increase in the level of housing supply on
an ongoing basis.

There should be a targeted increase in the proportion of social and cost-
rental housing to 20% of the national stock, ensuring an appropriate tenure mix.

Overall Approach: We need to embrace a different risk and decision-making
environment across the administrative system. The legacy of the current system
of control must be replaced by a strong focus on outcomes.
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Some Key Recommendations:

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

#66: Ensure that housing policy encourages integrated and inclusive
communities.

#69: Implement specific measures to end child homelessness.

#1: Recognise and prioritise dealing with Ireland’s housing deficit and address
it through emergency action.

#7: Establish a Housing Delivery Oversight Executive in legislation as a
decision-making body responsible for coordinating the delivery of housing.
This body should be time limited. It should identify and address blockages to
housing delivery and oversee and drive investment in public utilities on land
zoned for housing.
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(5) #8: Establish high-yielding Housing Delivery Zones at agreed strategic
locations, where housing can be delivered in the short to medium term and at
scale.

(6) #13: Support the delivery of enabling infrastructure in advance of housing
construction. ... reconfigure operational practices to support the delivery of
advanced infrastructure for housing.

(7) #18: Ensure that diverse sources of finance, including stable public financing
and a predominant international element, are available to increase housing
output in the medium term. ...

(8) #22: The State must support the collaborative development of standard house
and apartment types to drive efficiency, reduce costs and support viability.

(9) #22: Carry out a comprehensive National Housing Condition Survey every five
years for all types of housing, focusing primarily on housing conditions and
standards.

(10) #25: Establish a Central Construction Supply Unit to coordinate, monitor and
track all major public sector construction projects in the country.

(11) #33: Regulate market rents fairly and effectively by reforming the current
system of rent regulation and establishing a system of ‘Reference Rents’. ...

(12) #39: Reform the Housing Assistance Payment and the Rental Accommodation
Scheme, resetting them as short- to medium-term support measures for
households eligible for social housing. ...

(13) #42: Use appropriately targeted equity loan schemes to support first-time
buyers to purchase a home, as provided for in the Affordable Housing Act 2021,
and establish central revolving funds to manage capital derived from
repayment of equity loans that are provided by the State or local authorities.

(14) #45: Increase the size of the social and cost-rental housing sectors to 20% of
the national housing stock so that these sectors will provide a substantial source
of housing for lower- and middle-income households in future.

(15) #46: Provide a sustainable financing model for social housing by setting social
housing rents at cost recovery rates. ...

(16) #57: Put measures in place to increase the capacity of the AHB sector and
encourage growth of larger AHBs to address concentration risks and enable more
delivery.

(17) #60: Fully realise the commitment to develop sustainable rural communities
by strengthening the design of towns and villages, facilitating housing in nodes
and clusters, and revising planning and regulatory mechanisms for sustainable
one-off housing in appropriate locations.

(18) #83: Support biodiversity measures in the development of residential areas.
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