Report pursuant to section 37A(2) of the Education
Act 1998 (as inserted by section 8 of the Education
(Admission to Schools) Act 2018) in respect of
Dublin 15



In accordance with section 37A (2} of the Education Act 1898 {as inserted by section 8 of the
Education {Admission to Schools) Act 2018) NCSE is reporting the following:

3{a) Existing provision of education for children with special aducational needs in the
area concerned, having regard to the generality of provision of education within the
area

Details of the existing provision of education for children with special education needs in Dublin 15
and a general description of education provision in the area is set out in Appendix 1. In 2018/18,
15,588 pupils were enrolled in 32 primary schools Dublin 15. The Department of Education and Skills
Planning and Building Unit, (PBU), have confirmed that there are no plans to open any new primary
schoolin Dublin 15 for the 2019/20 academic year. 10 of these primary schools provide special classes.
19 ASD specific special classes provide 114 class places and one Mild General Learning Disability
Specific special class provides 11 class places. This totals to 125 special class places. There are no
special schools in Dublin 15.

3{b} Proposed or existing building projects which may affeci capacity to provide
education for children with special educational needs in the area concerned

No proposed or existing building projects, as advised by Department of Education and Skills, wil have
an impact on the insufficient capacity identified for September 2019. Some special class
accommodation is included in ongoing school building works as set out in Appendix 2, but this will not
be available until 2020 at the earliest.

3(c) Schools in the area concerned which the Council considers could meet additional
demand for education for children with special educational needs

The following schools have accommodation which is in limited use, or roems which could be
repurposed in order to accommodate a special class/classes. In some cases, this includes rooms rented
to a private occupier currently.

1. 5t Benedict's National School 20231H

Scoil Bhride, BNS, Blanchardstown Village 18046A
St Luke’s N.S,, Tyrrelstown 16675V

Powerstown ETNS, Tyrraistown 20384)

St. Brigid’s Mixed N.S., Castleknock 006975
Broombridge ETNS, Dublin 7, 20453C, Dublin 7

DN s W

During meetings with the NCSE, the Patron of the following schools have informed NCSE that these
schools have may space to accommodate special classes. A technical assessment is required to
determine feasibility.

7. Mary Mother of Hope INS 203095
8. Mary Mother of Hope SNS 20137P
9. 5t Patricks NS, 19545A
10. St Patricks SNS, 19636D

The following schools have space to accommodate special classes, but a technical assessment is
required to determine feasibility

11. Scoil Mhuire JNS, Blakestown 19605P
12, Scoil Mhuire SNS, Blakestown 19694R
13. Ladyswell NS, Mulhuddart 19850F



14. St Patricks National School 201308

15. Tyrellstown ETNS 20202V

16. St Francis Xavier Junior School 19435Q
17. St Francis Xavier Senior School 194708
18. Castleknock ETNS, 20098/

3(d) which of the schools referred to in paragraph (¢} the Council considers should be
requested to make additional provision in respect of children with special educational
needs

All of the above schools should be requested to make additional provision in respect of children with
special education needs. As PBU were unable to provide any definite information on the potential to
accommodate special classes within these schools, NCSE recommends that PBU consider all of the
above schools and select the most economically advantageous schools.

While this report identifies the need for 7 special classes for September 2019, there will further
demand for September 2020 and therefore any PBU feasibility review should include all 18 schools.

3(e} such other matters as the Council considers appropriate

New schools opening for 2019/20 in nearby areas currently in temporary accommodation with
potential to establish specials classes are:

1. Pelletstown ETNS 20393}

2. Swords South CNS, (SRN to be assigned at time of report)

3. Broadmeadow CNS, 205258,

4. Dunshaughlin Primary School, (SRN to be assigned at time of report)

These schools are within a commutable distance for some of the 42 children. Both Swords Community
National Schools and Dunshaughlin Primary School are to be located in temporary accommodation for
2019/20. The current DES Planning and Building Unit policy of not providing accommodation for
special classes in schools which are located in temporary accommaodation and/or non-permanent
locations should be revisited.

In addition, PBU should reconsider their current policy of not automatically including the requirements
for specialist provision accommodation within plans for all new schools and in schools for which major
are refurbishment and/or extensions are planned. These policies appear to prioritise access to
education for children in mainstream settings above those requiring specialist provision and this
practice may be a contributing factor in the current lack of places experienced in Bublin 15.

In addition, the issue of special classes being sanctioned for Gaelscoileanna arose during this review.
While no parents/guardians have advised us that they are seeking a special class placement in a
Gaelscoil in Dublin 15, NCSE is seeking DES policy position on whether home tuition grants are
sanctioned where parents choose not to enrol their child, who needs a special class place, in a
Gaelscoil with a vacancy in a special class setting.

{4} Consultation with the Minister, bodies representative of patrons, national
asscciations of parents, recognised school management organisations and recognised
trade unions and staff associations representing trachers.



There were ongoing consultations with DES Officials, including a meeting between the Chief Executive
Officer of the NCSE and the Minister for Education and Skills and his officials, in May 2019.

In addition, bodies representative of relevant patrons, national associations of parents, recognised
school management organisations and recognised trade unions and staff associations representing
teachers met where invited to a consultation event on 30 April 2019. See Appendix 5 for attendees.

Conclusion

Despite intensive engagement with school management, the Patron representing the majority of the
schools concerned and Department of Education and Skills officials, as set out in Appendix 3, there
remains a shortfall in the number of special class places available in Dublin 15 for September 2019. To
date, no other schools have indicated willingness to open additional special classes. As a resuit, 42
children (boys) of school going age identified previously will remain without a school place for
September 2019, Seven ASD Special Classes are required to cater for these children.

Therefore, the NCSE remains of the opinion that there is insufficient capacity in Dublin 15 for the
provision of special educational needs. The Minister should, on receipt of this report, form his opinion
as to whether schoals referred to in this report should be requested to make additional provision for
children with special education needs.

All schools identified above should be considered when identifying which schools should be requested
to establish special classes for September 2019. It is recognised that it may be more economically
advantageous to open special classes outside of Dublin 15 to cater for the immediate demand. Itis
likely additional classes will be required for September 2020 and 2021 and this should be considered
by PBU when assessing feasibility of opening classes schools.

The current DES PBU policy of not providing accommodation for special classes in schools which are
located in temporary accommodation and for non-permanent locations should be revisited. In
addition, the current PBU palicy of not automatically including the requirements for specialist
provision accommodaticn within plans for all new schools and schools which are undergoing major
refurbishments and/or extensions should be revisited. These current poiicies appear to prioritise
access to education for children in mainstream settings above those requiring specialist provision and
this practice may be a contributing factor in the current lack pf places experienced in Dublin 15.



LEp 65T 881 sy T —53A “wouag niy N 116 AoowdpIse]) SNL3 yIouyapseD 186002
807 8/E 0£E ON aljouied N 116 HIOUNBJISED SN slewoyl 1035 | ABSLET
86 660 5ad oN Jljoy3ed N 116 AOWBNISED SN paxily s,pi8lig 15 SL6900
€2 81T SZtT on JHoYIED N 116 yoesjes uen|) H_Yglio us 150561
0Tz L0T £0T ON PUBRI| JO YaIny) N 116 yaouseIsed SN yaouyapsed | WEZIRT
9/€ TZT 5ST asy -SaA Jljoy3e) N 116 HIoUN3JIseD SNS JBIARY SIOURIS 35 S0LP6T
R S0T 90% adsy —S9A alouyied N 116 HIowysjIsed SN Jsiaey siuesd 15 | OSEVET
£89 0LE LTE asv 7 —SaA wousq 1Ny N 806 39uCD [ SN WU BULIRIYS IS | M/PTOT
858 ¥St bor asv Z—59A wouag W A 808 g|{Isuo|D) SN W0 wtoyd {1635 | MIPZ0Z
249 gEE 6EE ON 3ljoyed N 806 Je3UQ SN 5, 10Ipauag 1S | HIEI0Z
95 9z 01z oN Jljayied N 806 Aueayeised SNS adoH Jagiow Adely | JLETOZ
oy 85¢ Z8T oN J4oyIed N 806 Aueayeysed SN adoy Jayiom Alepy SBEOE0T
6Tb 8¢ T6T ON ‘wouad 13N A 806 oZe|(IA 1e3UD SNL3 Aueayeise) 498102
LIz PET E¥T ON 3ljou3ed A 806 B(|isuoD SNS S diiudis | VEVIET
887 8FT obT ON syoyIe) A 206 gljisuc)d SN 2[3sody 8y dijiyd 3s |  HTO96T
49 ZSE 0ZE ON JljoY3e) N 806 umolsueH SN SUBIRIDIS | DYOsT
268 £LF 6TF oN EITEIGES) N 806 B[jISUC EWYIOW YUWIOEN NS S8LLBT
9¢¢ 76T T STA oyied N 806 sauopD SN 3pugpY | 052891
09¢ e/N 09t | 61 wesusdpol Joyed N 106 umolspielueig Japuya |leds | D/F08T
T9E T9€ e/N ON JouIeD N 106 umolspIEydUR|g g apuyg |1oos | ¥IR08T
JaqQuInN

vioL shog SHID sse[d |epads 50433 s13a vds1 ssappy BWEN |00425 noy

{sansniess s3Q s2d Juawyoiua) seah |ooYds TOTZ/STOZ 9Y1 10} S[ooyds Atetlldd weafysuigip] uf Juawjoiul |ejo)

GTQ UMOIS|ALIAL LeppnYiNN — LZ6 e
STQNOOWIBIISED - TT6  »

STQ umolsiauadien -0l e

IS8 UMOolspIelDUBIg - B06 o

STQ d3e|IA umolspieyoue|g -L06 o

:{wds1) sealy Buiuue|d jooyas (2207 Suimojjo) 33 01 Spuodsaslod ST wgng ‘Jodal siyl jo sasodind sy3 104

SpBaU [EUONRINPS [B123dS Y1IM 350U SUIpNn|pul ‘Bate 34l U UBIP(Iy3 J0) uoneonps Arewid 10 uoisiaoad Sunsixy 1T xipuaddy



88541 0s1's 8ELL L0l
£9¢ 5¢1 8ET ON ‘wouaq Jeu) N LT6 ysiejesl ue aeg uul|inyd uy podsgeen | INYEEDT
69¢ 9%1 g1 Qsy £—59A TWoulag RN N £e6 UMOISIRLIAL SNLI UMOISIOMGd v8e0T
<09 TZE 182 Qsv Z—saa ‘wousag iynig N LZ6 pialjsuel SN13 pjpysuey HEBEOT
L19 £0E Pic QSY € — 534 ‘wouaqg nin N 175 UMOIS[RIIAL SNLT UmolsiaiAL ATOZ0E
005 85¢C [444 ON Jleyles A LZ6 Heppnyiniy SN |[amsApen 405861
EV8 Scy 8TV QSV €-59A A[oyIeD N 126 Heppnyiniy SN 1JESH paides | 16G/6T
59¢ PET TET ON sloyie) A £76 ueppnynia UIs sAnyiA {1005 ¥¥6e961
9LE vl Sel ON aoyied A £Z6 Heppnyniy SHOS aIINYIW SIEN (1025 dS0961
a4 (4315 o1l AIDIN - seA Jpoyed A 176 umoispJeyouelg SNG S joLed 15 Q9£96T
gee 90T (44 ON Aoyie) A L6 umojspieysue|g SNIs2ned s YSPS6T
1€9 60t [44> ON ajjoyies N L6 UMO]S[RLIAL SNS2NT1S AGL99T
108 vy LLE ON fjoyle) N 116 PEOY UMOIS{{amsIC] SN SPMIed IS | GOETOT

JaquInN
1vloL shog sMID SSE[) [eads soyyg Siaq vds1 ssalppy awey |ooyos Hod




Aopendix 2: Relevant Information relating te Primary Schools in the Area

The following summarises relevant information sourced through engagement with School
Management, Patrons, Department of Education and Skills, Special Education Section and Planning
and Building Unit (PBU) in relation to primary schools in the area.

Scoil Bhride Boys’ National School, 18046A

The school has physical capacity to accommodate one special class in a room currently occupied by a
privately operated créche facility. Following a second meeting between NCSE and the principal of GNS,
also attended by the principal of the BNS, it was agreed that the proposal to establish a class in the
school would be brought to the Board of Management for a formal response. Subsequently, school
management have advised NCSE and their Patron, that they are not in a position to open a special
class. The Patron confirmed that there is no potential to develop on grounds of the school/church car
park.

Scoil Bhride Girls’ National School, 18047C
Management has agreed to open a new special class for September 2019. As the class will be in a girls’
school it will cater for six girls with ASD.

Kilbride National School, 168250

As a consequence of the establishment of two ASD special classes and the expansion of mainstream
enrolments the school has no further capacity to expand within the school building or within the
footprint of the school.

St Mochta’s National School, 187735

PBU confirmed that this major redevelopment is nearing completion for 2019 with no capacity to
expand within the footprint of the school. PBU confirmed that no purpose built special needs unit was
included in the redevelopment and there is no further potential for external development on this site.
This was confirmed by the principal during both aninitial and follow up call with the Regional Manager.

$§t Ciaran’s National School, 19644C
School management has informed NCSE that the school is at capacity. The Patron have confirmed that
this school is full with no room for external development on the site.

St Philip the Apostle Junior National School, 19601H
School management and the Patron have confirmed that this school is full with no room for external
development on the site.

St Philip Senior National School, 19643A
School management and the Patron have confirmed that this school is full with no room for external
development on the site,

Castaheany ETNS, 20186F

Principal confirmed to both Team Manager and SENO that whilst Educate Together schools in Dublin
15 have accommodated special classes, there is no space available for an extra class within this school
building, with no capacity to expand within the footprint of the school.

Mary Mother of Hope Junior School, 203095

PBU confirmed that temporary accommodation was removed from the site in 2018 and that a
playground has since been developed on this area, with no further external development opportunity
available. Through an initial meeting with the Team manager and subsequent calls to the principal,
school management advised NCSE that the school has no physical space in which to establish as special
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class. The Patron informed NCSE that there may be potential space in which te establish a special class
within the school.

Mary Mother of Hope Senior National School, 20137P

PBU confirmed that temporary accommodation was removed from the site in 2018 and that a
playground has since been developed on this area, with no further external development opportunity
available. During calls from both Regional and Team Manager to the principal it was indicated that the
school’s inclusive ethos would not support the establishment of a special class. At the subsequent
meeting hosted by DES and attended by principal and deputy it was indicated that they would be
willing to consider offering places in mainstream to children with an ASD diagnosis, rather than open
a special class. NCSE will continue to work with the schoal in this regard. The Patron informed NCSE
that there may be potential space in which to establish a special class within the school.

St Benedict’s National School, 20231H

This school is co-located with a Community Centre. PBU have confirmed that there is no potential to
secure more space within this building for the school. In addition, PBU confirmed that this school was
provided with a two classroom special needs unit in 2014 as part of a major building project. This is
currently being used for mainstream students.

Scoil Choilm Community National School, 20241K

The school has two existing ASD specific classes. During the most recent communication with the
principal, NCSE was informed that the school is at capacity given the increase to 880 pupils for
2019/20.

Scoil Ghrainne Community National School, 20247W

The school has two existing ASD specific classes. During the most recent care needs review, the high
level of wait-listing for admission to both mainstream and special classes was discussed by the
principal and the SENO. As the school is co-located with the Community Centre and the post primary
school, there is no scope to expand their current provision. This was reconfirmed by Regional Manager
during a recent call to principai.

St Francis Xavier Junior National School, 194350

The school has one ASD specific class and no space to expand currently. The principat has indicated
to NCSE a willingness to establish a second class in the future, but that this will require to be
factored into the plans for extensive buiiding works in arder to redevelop the campus.

St Francis Xavier Senior National School, 19470S.

The school has one existing ASD specific special class, planning for which commenced several years
ago, but was only completed recently. This is a “stand alone build” on site. The principal has indicated
to a willingness to establish a second class in the future, but that this will reguire to be factored into
the plans for extensive building works in order to redevelop the campus.

Castleknock National School, 18623M
This school is full with no room for external development on the site.

Sn Qilibheir National School, 19505L

During the most recent interaction between the SENO and the principal, the main reasons provided
for not setting up an ASD Class were lack of expertise and experience and the lack of space in the
medium term. However, the principal confirmed that consideration would be given to this proposal
as part of the plan for a new build/extension to provide additional accommodation, should the need
be signalled by NCSE,



St. Brigid's Mixed National School, 006975

The principal indicated an initial interest in establishing a special class catering for children with a
diagnosis of specific speech and language difficulties, but was asked by the Team Manager to consider
an ASD special class in the available accommodation. Regional Manager attended a Board of
Management meeting in lune in order to provide further information on establishing a special class.
Further engagement is ongoing.

Scoil Thomais National School, 19769W

Correspondence from the Board of Management, received by NCSE in March 2019 indicated that the
school cannot facilitate the establishment of an ASD special class in the school, as the school is at full
capacity and has no spare classrooms or space to facilitate such a class.

Castleknock ETNS, 20098]

The school has two existing ASD specific classes. During most recent interaction with school principal,
December 2018, the SENO raised the issue of expansion to a third class. The principal reiterated
concerns re the management of the current classes in existing accommodation. There is a possibifity
that a one to one arrangement with a DES sanctioned teacher in a small prefab. Subject to this
arrangement not being continued by DES there may be space in which to accommodate a special class.

St Patrick’s National School, 201308

This school is currently renting space from the co-located Community Centre to alleviate physical
space constraints within the building. The site is affected by pyrite related issues which would
complicate the use of temporary accommodation on site. NCSE understands the Board of
Management has approached the Department of Education & Skills in relation to purchasing land
adjacent to the school. This could facilitate future expansion of St Patrick's accommodation, both
during remediation of pyrite issues and the pravision of a Special Class in the future.

St Luke’s National School, 16675V

PBU confirmed that the school is subject to extensive corrective building works currently. DES have
informed NCSE that two classrooms in the school are occupied by private ASD specific providers.
Subsequent to receipt of this information, the local SENO contacted the school again. Most recently
the principal confirmed that the schools does provide accommodation for private occupancy use. The
principal has stated that the rooms used for this purpose would not be appropriate for use as ASD
specific classrooms for a number of reasons, including lack of access to toilet facilities

St Patrick’s Junior National School, 19545A

Regional Manager visited this school and has discussed building issues with the principal. PBU
confirmed that the major rebuild project for both the junior and senior schools is scheduled to begin
imminently. PBU confirmed that no special class provision has been included in either school at the
planning stage and that it would not be possible to include such classes at this stage in the planning
and building process. The Patron informed NCSE that there may be potential to accommodate a
special class in temporary accommodation on the site.

St Patrick’s Senior National Schaol, 19636D

Regional Manager visited site and has discussed issues with the principal. PBU confirmed that the
major rebuild project for both the junior and senior schools is scheduled to begin imminently. PBU
confirmed that no special class provision has been included in either school at the planning stage and
that it would not be possible to include such classes at this stage in the planning and building process.
The Patron informed NCSE that there may be potential to accommodate a special class in temporary
accommodation on the site.



Scoil Mhuire Junior Natienal School, 19605P

Regional Manager has visited the school campus and has been in phone contact with the principal
since this initial meeting. The Patron has confirmed that there are significant sewerage and subsidence
issues on the Diocesan land surrounding the school and therefore without extensive building works to
remediate this issue, there would be no capacity to locate additional accommodation on this land.
However, there is potential to replace/repair temporary accommodation on the school site, which
could provide space for special classes. The principal confirmed that the establishment of special class
provision was placed on the agenda of the most recent Board of Management meeting. NCSE await a
formal response from School Management, this meeting. The Patron informed NCSE that there may
be potential to accommodate a special class in temporary accommodation on the site,

Scoil Mhuire Senior National School, Blakestown 19694R

Regional Manager has visited the school campus and has been in phone contact with the principal
since this initial meeting. The Patron has confirmed that there are significant sewerage and subsidence
issues on the Diocesan land surrounding the school and therefore without extensive building works to
remediate this issue, there would be no capacity to locate additional accommodation on this land.
However, there is potential to replace/ repair temporary accommaodation on the school site, which
could provide space for special classes. Following a recent Board of Management meeting, the
principal indicated that school not in position to open additional special class provision. The Patron
informed NCSE that there may be potential to accommodate a special class in temporary
accommodation on the site.

Sacred Heart N S, 19755L
This school has three special classes and all existing classrooms are fully utiised. The school site offers
no capacity to expand furthar.,

Ladyswell National School, 19850F

The principal has indicated that special class provision would be included in the second phase of the
development scheduled for 2020. PBU confirmed that the project to provide eight learning support
reoms and additional facilities is due to go on site soon. Agreement between PBU and school
management would be required in relation to converting some of the learning support rooms into
special class accommodation for 2019/20 and until the second phase of the development is
completed. School management have indicated they are not in position to consider this proposal.

Tyrellstown ETNS, 20202V

The school has two existing ASD specific classes. The school building is currently subject to significant
remedial construction works, with no confirmed completion date. All available space both inside and
outside is being used to accommodate the ongoing works. However, the principal indicated a
willingness to consider the school's current special class provision, on completion of the building
works.

Hansfield Educate Together NS, 20383H
The school has two existing ASD specific classes. During the most recent interaction between the
principal and the SENO responsible for the school, the principal emphasised that fact that the school
is full to capacity and cited a lack of yard space as a consequence.

Powerstown ETNS, 20384)

NCSE has been in recent contact with the school principal on two occasions during which relevant
issues regarding existing special classes and requirement for additional classes in the area were
discussed. While this school has two existing ASD special classes currently, BES have informed NCSE
that the school accommodate a privately owned provision in one classroom. Management has



indicated a reluctance to accommodate a third special class, ASD, should the privately occupied room
bacome availabie.

Gaelscoil An Chuilinn, 20394M

During the most recent schooi visit by the SENG, the principal reiterated previous concerns in relation
to lack of expertise and that it was the school’s position that a Gaelsceil is not a suitable option for an
ASD Class due to the communication and language issues of potential students. This is at odds with
views expressed by patrons during recent discussions with NCSE. This is a new 16 classroom school
built in 2017 and does not inciude provision for special classes. The principal advises that he had given
notice to vacate to the Naionra for 2020/21, who currently occupy 2 classrooms within the school, as
they will be required for mainstream classes then. The principal advises that including the school is
currently full, with the exception of the classrooms used by the Najonra. In the event that difficulties
establishing special classes for September 2019 continue, PBU should visit this school to consider
space available for a special class given the low numbers enrolled. DES would also need to consider its
policy regarding special classes.
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Appendix 3: Relevant Information relating to other Primary Schools

Pelletstown ETNS 203921

Start-up Schools Interim Accommaodation Section of DES confirmed that it is not possible to provide
any accommodation for a Special Education Needs Based Class at the school for September 2019, as
planning permission for the school's additional interim requirements of two mainstream classrooms
plus resource room has already been submitted to Dublin City Council. The school's permanent
accommodation project, (which is to provide for 16 classroom school together with a two classroom
SEN Base), is also currently awaiting planning permission approval. The earliest that the school’s
permanent accommodation is likely to be available is September 2020. During a telephone call to the
school by Regional Manager, the principal indicated that they were keen to establish special class
provision, but that planning constraints could not be avoided.

Broombridge ETNS 20453C, Dublin 7

The SENO responsible for the school has been working with school management over a protracted
period of time in relation to the establishment of their first class for 2019/20. DES have indicated
potential to expand into unoccupied classrooms. The Team Manager has sought a response from
school management as to whether they are in a position to open another special class in Sept 2019 to
assist with unmet demand in Dublin 15 but no response has been received ta date.

Scoil Mhuire, Mount Sackville National School, 17891J, Dublin 20

The Patron has indicated that a second girls’ school in neighbouring Dublin 20 is willing to establish
another ASD special class for girls, to assist with the shortage in Dublin 15. However, this girls’ school
does not offer opportunities for boys to integrate into a boys'/mixed gender setting. NCSE await
formal confirmation from the school that this class will be opened in the future should demand arize.

Broadmeadow CNS, 2055258

DES confirmed that the school will be in a non-permanent location for a number of years. in addition,
DES confirmed that, as it is intended that the school be accommodated in a secondary school from
Sept 2020, it may be possible to designate a room for a special class at that time.

Swords South CNS, {SRN to be assigned at time of report)
DES confirmed that the school will be commencing in temporary accommodation for the 2019/2020
and 2020/21 school years with no capacity for a special class during this period.

Dunshaughlin Primary School, {SRN to be assigned at time of report)
DES have confirmed that the school will be commencing in temporary accommodation in Sept 2019,

as a permanent site has not been identified, or acquired.

To date, no other viable options for the development of special classes have been identified. NCSE will
continue to engage with schools in this regard.
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Appendix 4: Record of Engagement with stakeholders

Special Educational Needs Organisers as part of their responsibility under the EPSEN Act and now the
Admissions Act are required to engage with schools, parents and the various stakeholders in relation
to short, medium and long term planning for specialist provision.

Below is an outline of the most recent engagement between various stakeholders.

Month Activity

Oct -Nov 2018 Letters issued to schools regarding interest in establishing a special class for
2019/20 as part of normal procedures

Nov 2018 Engagement with D15 primary schools regarding children in special classes
who were at risk of placement breakdown

Nov 2018 NCSE met D15 Campaign Group

Jan 2019 Draft report issued by NCSE to Department of Education and Skills regarding
Dublin 15 specialist school places

Jan 2019 NCSE and DES meet to discuss draft report

March 2019 Various meetings with DES Special Education, DES Planning and Buildings
Unit and NEPS.

March 2019 Meeting with Dublin Catholic Diocesan Education Secretariat

April 2019 Various meetings with DES Special Education, DES Planning and Buildings
Unit and NEPS.

April 2019 Archhishop of Dublin issues letter to schools under his patronage in Dubfin
15 encaouraging schools te open special classes

April 2019 NCSE Consuitation with Education Partners as required under Education
Admissions to Schools) Act 2018

April 2018 NCSE and DES Special Education meet D15 Campaign Group

18 April 2019 NCSE formally advise Minister for Education and Skills of insufficient capacity
of specialist provision in Dublin 15 and North Kildare

May 2019 NCSE receive information on schools and building projects in Dublin 15 from
DES Planning and Buildings Unit
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May 2019 Further meetings between NCSE, DES Special Education and Dublin Catholic
Diocesan Education Secretariat

May 2019 Briefing provided by NCSE and Department of Education and Skills to
Oireachtas Members

May 2019 NCSE meet Minister for Education and Skills regarding Dublin 15

May 2019 Minister for Education and Skills writes to Board of Management of Dublin
15 schools encouraging schools to establish special classes

May 2019 New Special School established under Patronage of Dublin Dun Laoghaire ETB
in Dubfin 15

June 2018 Meeting between NCSE, DES Special Education, Dublin Catholic Diocesan
Education Secretariat and Principals and Board of Management of Dublin 15
with potential to establish special classes for September 2019

Throughout the above time period, there has been intensive engagement bhetween NCSE Regional
Manager and Team Manager and primary schools in Dublin 15. This has included school visits and
attendance at Board management meetings where requested, see Appendix 2.
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Appendix 51 List of Attendees as Consultation Event
3P

The following organisations attended the consultation event on 30 April 2019

Irish National Teachers' Organisation

Teachers Union of Iretand

Association of Secondary Teachers, Ireland

Catholic Primary Schools Management Association
Sapling Patron Body

Autism Ireland

National Association of Boards of Management in Special Education
St Michaels House

Irish Primary Principals Network

Gaelscoileanna Teo

Muslim Primary Education Board

Association of Community and Comprehensive Schools
Joint Managerial Body

National Association for Principals & Deputy’s

Church of ireland Board of Education

Education and Training Board ireland

Kildare Wicklow Education and Training Board
National Parents Council Primary

Special Needs Parents Association

The following organisations were invited but did not attend the consultation event on 30 April 2019

Dublin Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board
Dubiin Diocesan Education Office

Educate Together

Jewish Schools

Kildare Diocesan Education Office

Irish Learning Support Association

Irish Association of Teachers in Special Education
National Parents Council Post Primary
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