
National Counter Disinformation Strategy     

Working Group – Minutes of 13th Meeting 

7 February 2025 

Attendees:  Martina Chapman (Independent Chair) 

Seamus Hempenstall (D/TCAGSM - Secretariat) 

Paul Kilkenny (D/TCAGSM - Secretariat) 

Kevin Gaughran (D/TCAGSM - Secretariat) 

Deirdre Bourke (Department of Foreign Affairs) 

Ruth Parkin (Department of Foreign Affairs) 

Cathal McCauley (Library Association of Ireland) 

Corah Caples (Department of Justice) 

Una Fitzpatrick (Technology Ireland) 

Austin Dowling (Technology Ireland) 

Brendan McEnerney (National Cyber Security Centre) 

Mary Clare O’Sullivan (An Coimisiún Toghcháin) 

Anne-Marie Pollock (Coimisiún na Meán) 

Brigid Fitzgerald (Department of the Taoiseach) 

Kathy O’Donoghue (Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment) 

Muiriosa Ryan (Department of Health) 

Shane Murphy (DCU/EDMO) 

Maria Bracken (Department of Education) 

Sascha O’Toole (Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth) 

 

The Chair welcomed attendees to the thirteenth meeting of the National Counter 

Disinformation Strategy Working Group, which was held online via Microsoft Teams.  



The Chair began the meeting by thanking all Working Group members for their 

participation. The Chair stated that members’ ongoing commitment, patience and 

engagement through the drafting process had resulted in a strengthened text for the NCDS, 

now comprising nine commitments with 36 associated actions, each action having an owner. 

The chair noted the commitment and actions around the establishment of an Oversight 

Group to oversee implementation as crucial to enable the continued collaboration of key 

stakeholders in delivery of the strategy’s commitments. 

1. Secretariat Update 

Secretariat updated members on the process and progress to this point from the last meeting 

of the last Working Group on 12 March 2024. Secretariat noted that the ICCL had decided to 

leave the Working Group, that ‘recommendations’ had become ‘commitments’ and that the 

structure of the Strategy had changed to better relate, for the reader, the context and 

considerations to commitments and actions.  

2. Agreement on Final Strategy Text 

Members were invited to give their views on the draft. Some members suggested some 

clarifications and small additions which Secretariat agreed to address. Subject to those 

clarificatory amendments for technical purposes, at the request of the Chair, members 

approved the final strategy text. 

3. Next Steps 

Secretariat said that it was envisaged that the draft strategy approved by the Group would be 

submitted to the Minister for his review as soon as possible with a view to then submitting it 

to Government for publication by the end of Q1 2025. Secretariat undertook to keep the 

Working Group updated on timelines, schedules and logistics. In particular, Secretariat 

undertook, with the agreement of the Chair, to brief sub group members on the final draft 

prior to publication. Secretariat said it would also begin to examine how the Oversight Group 

might be structured and suggested that at the least, all NCDS action owners would be invited 

to participate. 

The Chair closed the item by once again noting the commitment and contributions of 

working group members, and expressed hope that achievements to-date will be built upon 

through the work of the Oversight Group, as well as in parallel discussions.  

4. AOB 

Secretariat noted that it would attend the 7th OECD Expert Group Meeting on Governance 

Responses to Mis- and Disinformation, which will take place on 12th February in Paris and a 



conference on AI and information integrity organised by VIGINUM on 11th February, also in 

Paris. 
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