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REPORT OF THE MARINE LICENCE VETTING COMMITTEE (MLVC) 

ON 

 

FORESHORE LICENCE APPLICATION FOR A MARINE SURVEY IN 
RESPECT OF A PROPOSED FIBRE OPTIC CABLE FROM LOUGHSHINNY, 
CO. DUBLIN TO BLACKPOOL / LYTHAM ST. ANNES, LANCASHIRE, UK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Terry McMahon 

Chair, Marine Licence Vetting Committee 

16 January 2018 
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America Europe Connect Ltd - Foreshore Licence Application for marine site 

investigation survey in respect of proposed fibre optic cable from landfall at 

Loughshinny, Co. Dublin to Blackpool / Lytham St. Annes, Lancashire, UK  (FS 

006746) 
 

Background 

 

 

In March 2017 America Europe Connect Ltd. submitted an application for a foreshore 

licence to facilitate geophysical and geotechnical site investigation works in the western 

Irish Sea in the vicinity of Lough Shinny, Co. Dublin.  The site investigations are 

required to provide the necessary data and information on the characteristics of the 

seabed conditions along the route of a planned fibre optic cable, CelticConnect 2, 

extending from landfall at Lough Shinny, Co Dublin to Blackpool / Lytham St Annes in 

Lancashire, UK. 

 

A separate Foreshore Application (FS006631) has been made in relation to this project 

for Marine Survey and Site Investigations at an alternative landfall option at Donabate, 

Co. Dublin. It is proposed that Survey & Site Investigations will be required at one or 

both of these landfalls. The subsea fibre optic cable, however, will be from one landfall 

only and a further foreshore application will be made for any proposed cable installation 

works following the completion of proposed survey & site investigations and the analysis 

and assessment of the collected data. 

 

It is intended that the site investigations would be carried along a 500m wide route as 

shown in in the following drawings submitted by the applicant:  

 Drawing 1297-111 “Foreshore Licence Map 1 Offshore Section Lough Shinny 

Landfall”  Rev 1 dated 02/03/2017  and, 

 Drawing 1297-112 “Foreshore Licence Map 2 Inshore Section Lough Shinny 

Landfall” dated 02/03/2017. 

The proposed site investigations will include a geophysical survey involving the 

collection of bathymetric, sidescan sonar, sub-bottom profiler and magnetometer data 

along the survey route as well as a geotechnical survey involving the collection of 6 No. 

grab samples from the 3m depth contour to the 15m depth contour and 5 No. gravity 

cores or Cone Penetration tests from the 15m depth contour to the 12 nautical mile limit. 

The locations of the sampling points are shown in the Drawings mentioned above. It is 

also intended to excavate 3 No.  trial pits in the vicinity of the landfall site at Lough 

Shinny as shown in Drawing 1297-114 “Site Location Map 2 Landfall at Lough Shinny” 

dated 02/03/2017 and also carry out bar probes and a diver swim survey  in this area out 

to the 3m depth contour. The excavation of the trial pits would be completed within a 

single intertidal period and the pits backfilled with the original excavated material. 
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It is anticipated that the survey works would be completed within 2 weeks, subject to 

weather conditions. 

 

The development is not of a class that would require the submission of an EIS. 

 

The survey corridor passes through the Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC (Site Code 

003000) and also through the south-eastern corner of the Rockabill SPA (Site Code 

004014). The site investigations at Loughshinny Beach are not located within a 

designated Natura 2000 site.  

 

Issues Considered  

 

The following documents were considered: 

 

 Foreshore Licence Application documents submitted by America Europe Connect 

Ltd 

 Appropriate Assessment Screening report,  prepared by ALTEMAR Consultants, 

dated  22
nd

 February, 2017  

 Written submissions from DHPLG ( Water Services Advisor), Marine Survey 

Office, Inland Fisheries Ireland, Marine Institute, Development Applications Unit, 

DAHRRG ( Underwater Archaeology, Nature Conservation) , DAFM  

(Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division) and Fingal County Council 

 

There were no objections raised.  

 

A public notice concerning this application was published in the “Irish Independent” and 

“The Northside People East” on 29
th

 March, 2017. The application materials were 

available in Swords Garda Station, Main Street, Swords, Co. Dublin for 21 working days 

and were also available on the Department’s website.   

 

No submissions were received during the public consultation period. 

 

 

Conclusions and Recommendations  
 

Having considered the above documents it is the MLVC view that, subject to compliance 

with the specific conditions set out below, the proposed marine site investigation survey 

would not have a significant adverse effect on the marine environment or on the 

Conservation Objectives of any Natura 2000 site and would not have an adverse impact 

on other legitimate uses / users of the area and it is recommended that a licence be 

granted.  
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Proposed Specific Conditions 

 

1. The Licensee shall use that part of the Foreshore the subject matter of this licence 

for the purposes as outlined in the application and for no other purposes 

whatsoever. 

 

2. The Licensee shall notify the Department of the Housing, Planning and Local 

Government at least 14 days in advance of the proposed commencement of the 

investigations on the foreshore. 
 

3. The Licensee shall liaise with the Operation’s Department of Fingal Co. Co. and 

agree access arrangements to Loughshinny Beach.at least 14 days in advance of 

the proposed commencement of the investigations on the foreshore at 

Loughshinny Beach. 

 

4. The Licensee shall ensure that the geophysical surveys are carried out in advance 

of the geotechnical works taking place. The geophysical data for all proposed 

geotechnical investigation locations and grab sample locations shall be assessed 

by a suitably qualified archaeologist to ensure that the proposed works do not 

negatively impact on locations where there is known or potential archaeology. A 

report summarising the assessment of the geophysical data shall be forwarded to 

the National Monuments Service of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht for review prior to the geotechnical works taking place. Where 

archaeological material/features are shown to be present, preservation in situ, 

avoidance, preservation by record (archaeological excavation) or archaeological 

monitoring may be required. The Licensee shall be prepared to be advised by the 

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in this regard. 

 

5. The proposed excavation works on Loughshinny beach shall be subject to 

archaeological monitoring licenced under the National Monuments Acts 1930-

2014. Should archaeological material be found during the course of monitoring, 

the archaeologist may have work on the site stopped, pending a decision as to 

how best to deal with the archaeology.  The Licensee shall be advised by the 

National Monuments Service of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht with regard to any necessary mitigating action (e.g. preservation in situ, 

dive and/or geophysical survey or excavation).  The licensee shall facilitate the 

archaeologist in recording any material found. The National Monuments Service 

of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht shall be furnished with a 

report describing the results of the monitoring. 

 

6. The proposed geophysical surveys and archaeological dive surveys shall be 

licenced under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014. Additionally, the 

proposed dive survey shall be accompanied by a hand-held metal detection survey 

which shall also be licenced under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014. 
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7. The Licensee shall arrange the publication of a local marine notice in a locally 

read newspaper. This notice shall give a general description of the works and 

approximate dates of commencement and completion. 

 

8. The Licensee shall arrange the publication of a Marine Notice through the 

Maritime Safety Directorate giving general description of operations and 

approximate dates of commencement and completion of the works. 

 

9. The Licensee shall appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer who will consult with the 

SFPA, relevant fishermen’s groups and charter boat skippers in order that 

appropriate actions can be taken to avoid or minimize any interactions with 

ongoing fishing / angling activities in the area during the course of the 

investigations. 

 

10. The Licensee shall furnish the names/registered number of all vessels involved in 

the operation to the Marine Survey Office in Dublin to ensure compliance with 

respect to Irish Load line and other relevant vessel certification. 

11. The Licensee shall be fully compliant with the requirements set out in the NPWS 

(2014) “Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals from Man-made 

Sound sources in Irish Waters”. 

12. The Licensee shall ensure that all mitigation measures set out in the Appropriate 

Assessment Screening report, prepared by ALTEMAR Consultants, dated 22
nd

 

February, 2017 are implemented in full. 

13. During the course of the near shore survey operations works the Licensee shall 

ensure that where relevant:     

a. all necessary precautions are put in place to protect the public in accordance 

with relevant Health and Safety Legislation; 

b. existing public access arrangements to the general foreshore area are not 

impeded by any plant or materials used in connection with the marine survey 

,and  where relevant this access should be made safe and guaranteed by the 

provision of appropriate signage/notices/barriers etc. to the satisfaction of the 

Department of the Housing, Planning and Local Government; 

c. procedures are adopted to ensure that the survey operations and any works 

associated therewith  are not injurious to fishing, navigation, adjacent lands or 

the public interest; 

 

14. On completion of the works the licensee shall ensure that all equipment and 

materials are removed and the foreshore is reinstated to its original condition. 


