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Installation of a floating pontoon and bridge link at
Inishgowla South, Westport.

Mass concrete bridge link foundations will be poured on Mr. Devery’s land
immediately above the foreshore and behind the existing sea wall. This
foundation will facilitate the installation of a hinged mechanism which will
permit the link bridge to rise and fall with the tide. The seaward end of the
bridge will have rollers which will allow for horizontal movement on the point
of contact with the pontoon.

Concrete mooring blocks and chain will be delivered to Inishgowla South, by
barge from Rosmoney pier, and lifted off at low water by a mechanical
excavator. The mechanical excavator will create an excavation on the foreshore
to correspond to each mooring location. The depth of the excavation will
correspond to the height of the concrete mooring blocks. The mooring blocks
will be lowered into these excavations. All material from the excavations will
be used as backfill on Mr. Devery’s land immediately behind the new bridge
link foundations.

The bridge link will be placed on top of the pre-assembled floating pontoon at
Rosmoney pier. The entire assembly will be towed, at high water to Inishgowla
South. It will then be attached to the mooring chains and located in accordance
with the Foreshore Licence and planning permission. At low water a mechanical
excavator will lift the link bridge, onto the pre-installed foundations ensuring a
head clearance of 2.1m. above the foreshore to facilitate the passage of
pedestrians and animals at low water.




