
A new Placenames Committee was appointed on 11 January 2020. The primary responsibility 
of the Placenames Committee is to advise the Minister for the Gaeltacht in relation to the 
Placenames of Ireland as defined in section 31 of the Official Languages Act, 2003. 
  
       Professor Liam Mac Mathúna (Chairperson), Former School Head, Irish Language, Celtic 
Studies, Irish Folklore and Linguistics School, University College Dublin; a former member 
of An Coimisiún Logainmneacha (‘the Placenames Commission’); editor of Éigse. 
       Dr Éamonn Ó hÓgáin, Former Editor, Foclóir Stairiúil na Gaeilge (‘Historical Dictionary 
of Irish’), Royal Irish Academy. 
       Donnchadh Ó Baoill, Language and Culture Executive, Údarás na Gaeltachta, Na Doirí 
Beaga, Co. Donegal. 
       Dr Úna Bhreathnach, Editorial Manager/Assistant Professor, Fiontar & Scoil na Gaeilge, 
Dublin City University. 
       Dónall Mac Giolla Easpaig, M.A, Former Chief Placenames Officer, The Placenames 
Branch. 
       Máire Feiritéar, expert in the field of Conamara Irish; guest speaker about Irish and 
placenames on Raidió na Gaeltachta. 
       Seosamh Ó Braonáin, Former Chairperson of An Coimisiún Logainmneacha; former 
Raidió na Gaeltachta broadcaster; translator. 
       Dr Emma Nic Cárthaigh: Co-editor, Historical Dictionary of Gaelic Place-names, 
University College Cork; lecturer in Old Irish. 
       Dr Nollaig Ó Muraíle: Former senior lecturer in Irish, National University of Ireland 
Galway; expert in the field of Irish placenames and genealogy. 
       Dr Frances Kane: Research fellow, The Northern Ireland Place-name Project. 
       Dr Pádraig Ó Cearbhaill, Chief Placenames Officer, secretary of the Placenames 
Committee. 
 

 


