
Marine Institute Comments on Foreshore Licence Application by Sure Partners Ltd– Site 

Investigations in the vicinity of the Arklow Banks (FS007049)   

Sure Partners Ltd /SSE has submitted an application for a Foreshore Licence to carry out site 

investigations in the western Irish Sea in the vicinity of the Arklow Banks.   

The overall aim of the site investigations is to collect the necessary data and information required to 

inform the engineering and detailed design of an offshore windfarm in the area, and to acquire 

sufficient geotechnical information to develop a detailed ground model as well as gather refined 

wind information in the area. The possible installation of a windfarm and associated infrastructure in 

the area in the future would be the subject of a separate Foreshore Lease / Licence application and 

is not the subject of this current application.   

It is proposed that the site investigations will include:   

 drilling of boreholes, cone penetration testing, vibrocoring and the collection of grab 

samples  in the location of the proposed windfarm array on the Arklow Bank.  

 cone penetration testing, vibrocoring and the collection of grab samples along the 3 No. 

potential cable routes 

 Deployment of floating LIDAR buoys at 2 locations in the site investigation area 

 Deployment of benthic flumes at  locations in the site investigation area 

 Deployment of benthic flumes at 4 locations in the site investigation area 

The proposed site investigation methods are standard and have been used in similar investigations 

in Irish waters and internationally.  

The location and details of the proposed site investigations are shown in the following drawings 

submitted by the applicant:  

 “Foreshore Licence Map ” , dated 10/09/2019 

 “North landfall site – Foreshore Licence Map”, dated 10/09/2019 

 “South landfall site – Foreshore Licence Map” dated 10/09/2019 

Additional details of the proposed survey methods, equipment to be used etc. are provided in the 

following document entitled “Arklow Bank Wind Park – Foreshore Licence Application: Supporting 

Document” dated 8th October 2019, submitted by the applicant. 

 It is intended that the proposed geotechnical investigation works would commence in February / 

March 2020. It is anticipated that the investigations in the location of the proposed windfarm array 

on the Arklow Bank would be completed within a 2 – 3 month period while the investigations along 

each of the potential cable routes would be completed within a 1 month period. It is intended that 

the floating LIDAR buoys would be deployed for a period of 1 – 2 years. 

 There are no licenced aquaculture sites within the proposed site investigation area on the Foreshore 

and therefore impacts on aquaculture are not considered likely.   

 There is commercial fishing activity within the proposed site investigation area on the Foreshore 

and therefore some interaction with fishing activity may occur. Considering the scale, timing and 

duration of the proposed investigations it is considered that that such interaction will be limited and 

overall will not be significant. Notwithstanding this, it is noted that the applicant has appointed a 

Fisheries Liaison Officer who had engaged with the fishing community in the area. It is 

recommended that the Fisheries Liaison Officer should continue to engage with the fishing 



community and other relevant stakeholders and this should be a specific condition on any licence 

that may be granted.   

 On the basis of the above and considering the nature, scale and location of the proposed site 

investigations the Marine Institute is satisfied that the site investigations as proposed will not have a 

significant impact on the marine environment in the survey area and will not have a significant 

impact on other legitimate uses / users of the area and therefore has no objections to a licence 

being granted. It is recommended that the following specific conditions should be attached to any 

licence that may issue.   

  

1. The Licensee shall use that part of the Foreshore the subject matter of this licence for the 

purposes as outlined in the application and for no other purposes whatsoever.   

  

2. The Licensee shall ensure that the works are carried out and completed in accordance with the 

plans and particulars lodged with the application.   

  

3. The Licensee shall appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer who shall consult with the SFPA, relevant 

fishermen’s groups and charter boat skippers in order that appropriate actions can be taken to avoid 

or minimize any interactions with ongoing fishing / angling activities in the area during the course of 

the investigations.  

 


