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Chair,

Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the European Union.

We welcome the Secretary General’s report, and commend the continued efforts of the
Assistant Secretary-General to address acts of intimidation or reprisal across the United
Nations system.

Let me begin with a question - ASG, how can we better provide the necessary protections for
civil society actors and HRDs to support their engagement with the UN?

Ireland strives to promote and protect the right of everyone, individually and in association
with others, to access and cooperate with international bodies. Here in New York, together with
Uruguay, we lead the joint statement on reprisals, which will be delivered next Tuesday. This
has consistently gained a high number of signatories from across regions, showing the serious
concern shared by many of us in this room on the issue.

Yet as you outline in your report, reprisals against those seeking to engage with the United
Nations remains an ongoing and serious issue. We are particularly concerned that the true
number of cases is undoubtedly higher than reported, due to a climate of fear and the security
concerns of victims.

We condemn all acts of intimidation or reprisal, both online and offline, by State and non-State
actors, against those who seek to engage with United Nations and its mechanisms. Such acts
have a chilling effect and undermine the credibility of the UN.

We urge all Member States to put an end to acts of intimidation and reprisal against human
rights defenders and civil society actors, and to ensure their unhindered participation and
engagement with the UN system. We also strongly urge the UN to ensure good cooperation,
protection measures and support are in place to mitigate the risks facing civil society, and we
reaffirm our support to you in that effort.

Thank you.



