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Madam Representative,

Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the EU and thanks [the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General] for your report.

We welcome this interactive dialogue on Children and Armed Conflict, which falls on the 25%
anniversary of Resolution 1261.

We are deeply concerned by the increase in grave violations against children in conflict
outlined in your latest report; almost 24,000 violations in 2023 alone. We note the report’s
shocking findings of a 35% increase in the killing and maiming of children, with children in
Gaza among the most affected. The brutal impact of this conflict on children is compounded
by the denial of adequate humanitarian access and the high number of attacks on schools and
hospitals.

Special Representative, Ireland avails of this opportunity to ask: What concrete steps can we
collectively take to bring an end to prevailing impunity and to promote accountability for grave
violations against children, including as a means to prevent further harm?

Accountability for serious violations of International Humanitarian Law is critical.

We are failing abysmally to protect children, to protect their futures, their right to education
and their right to healthcare. Ireland echoes the call for compliance with International
Humanitarian Law and for all parties to conflict to refrain from the use of explosive weapons
in populated areas.

We have a collective responsibility to insist on a world where every child can thrive in safety,
dignity and peace.



