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Thank you Chair,

Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the EU and thanks the Special Rapporteur for his
report.

Special Rapporteur, in your report you say that the international community has failed to find
effective ways to counter the Taliban's behaviour - what can the international community do
differently to change this? Can you give more detail about the human rights benchmarks you
see as necessary in a plan for action?

Ireland remains deeply concerned by the situation in Afghanistan and strongly condemns the
widespread human rights abuses by the Taliban against the Afghan people. The Taliban have
now introduced over 80 decrees targeting women and girls, as well as journalists and media
workers, human rights defenders, minorities, including the Hazaras, and vulnerable groups
such as LGBTQI+ persons.

Special Rapporteur, your report demonstrates in the starkest terms the Taliban's continued and
brutal human rights abuses against women and girls. This is an “institutionalised system of
gender oppression and exclusion” that may amount to crimes against humanity, including
gender persecution. The gravity of this situation is shocking.

Reports of increasing levels of depression, suicide and suicidal ideation among women and
girls, alongside intensifying restrictions, which impact their physical and mental well-being,
are deeply worrying.

We also remain extremely concerned as Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis continues. This crisis
is exacerbated by factors including climate change and the Taliban’s exclusion of girls’ from
education and women from work which will negatively impact long-term development in
Afghanistan.
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Ireland calls on the Taliban to reverse all decrees that deny the Afghan people their inalienable
human rights and for full accountability of those responsible for the violations and abuses of
human rights in Afghanistan.

Ireland further calls on the Taliban to grant access to the Special Rapporteur to Afghanistan in
line with UNSC resolutions to allow him to fulfil his mandate and continue his extremely
important work.



