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Thank you Chair,

Ireland welcomes the Special Rapporteur’s report on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly
and of association.

Let me begin with a question - Special Rapporteur, what measures can be implemented to
ensure a human rights-based approach to the use of digital technologies and any associated
data to prevent stigmatization impacts on civic actors?

We are deeply concerned by the reports of increased repression against civil society actors for
exercising their rights to peaceful assembly and association. As identified by the Special
Rapporteur, the widespread use of negative narratives that stigmatise or vilify civil society
actors is one of the global trends contributing to growing authoritarianism, the closing of civic
space and the erosion of human rights and democracy.

The right to peaceful assembly and to association is foundational to all civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights. Ireland is firmly committed to defending the rights to
freedom of assembly and association and seeks to ensure that focused attention is given to these
issues in all multilateral fora. This is particularly relevant for persons belonging to minorities
and those espousing minority or dissenting views or beliefs. Human rights defenders are
particularly suffering from these stigmatizing narratives, often resulting in harassment and
wrongful imprisonment as a result.



