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Thank you Chair, 

Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the EU and thanks the Special Rapporteur for her 

report. 

Chair, education is the cornerstone of personal growth, empowerment, social progress and 

sustainable development. Ireland is fully committed to upholding the right to education.  

As outlined in the report, AI’s transformative potential could improve educational access and 

outcomes. It also carries risks, which include algorithmic discrimination and the widening of 

digital divides both within and between states. 

We would therefore like to raise the following question: In our efforts to bridge digital divides, 

what concrete steps can we take to ensure that those most impacted by the development of AI, 

are fully engaged with the implementation of global governance initiatives?  

Ireland is focused on harnessing the benefits of AI while mitigating these risks; an approach 

that guides our work at home and with our partners.  

Successfully harnessing the benefits of AI means harnessing them for everyone.  

Ireland, therefore, echoes the report’s call to make closing all digital divides a priority, 

particularly within and between countries, particularly those furthest behind. This includes 

bridging gaps in access, training and governance.  

We believe in a human rights-based, multi-stakeholder approach, in which all those who are 

impacted by AI have an equal say in how it is accessed, deployed and governed. This requires 

extensive North-South cooperation in the shaping of global governance initiatives.  

Thank you. 


