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Thank you Chair,
Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the European Union.

Ireland thanks the Special Rapporteur for her report on the global threats to freedom of
expression arising from the conflict in Gaza.

We wish to ask: Special Rapporteur, how can journalists be better protected in light of the
increasing attacks documented in your report?

Ireland is strongly committed to the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression. It is an essential component of a healthy democracy.

We are concerned by the discriminatory and disproportionate restrictions and repression of
freedom of expression, primarily of Palestinian activists and their supporters, as identified by
the Special Rapporteur. We are also deeply concerned at the global rise in antisemitism. All
people, on an equal basis, have the right to express their views and to protest peacefully. Media
must be allowed to witness what is happening.

By creating and disseminating such information, journalists play a crucial role in meeting the
public’s need for information from diverse sources. Ireland is deeply troubled by reports of
unprecedented levels of killing of journalists and attacks on media infrastructure, which
severely impacts the right to freedom of opinion and expression. Under international
humanitarian law, journalists, as civilians, must be protected.

Ireland supports the call for the rejection of double standards and to ensure the full and equal
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression of all persons.



