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Chair,

Ireland aligns with the statement of the EU. We thank the Special Rapporteur for her report,
which could not be more timely.

Special Rapporteur, how can we more effectively address narratives that seek to use religion
and belief to divide rather than unite?

As your report states, 1 in 6 people globally now live in an area of active conflict. Too often
religion is misused in a way that denies our common humanity; something that goes against
the grain of many genuine religious beliefs. We continue to witness an alarming rise in acts of
religious hatred and persecution globally, including increasing levels of antisemitism and
Islamophobia. The oppression too of Christians worldwide continues, while those belonging to
minority faiths, such as the Baha’i people, continue to face serious persecution for their beliefs.
Ireland condemns all acts of religious hatred and persecution. The human rights of persons of
all faiths and none, including those who choose to change their religion or beliefs, must be
protected.

Special Rapporteur, you articulate well that while the enjoyment of freedom of religion or
belief can be a source of peace, much discrimination and violence takes place in the name of
religion. In many states we are seeing a securitisation of actions against persons belonging to
religious or belief minorities.

Ireland strongly supports your call for the promotion of freedom of religion or belief, and we
support the vision of human diversity as an asset. This requires full respect of individuals, and
not just tolerance.

Thank you.



