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Thank you Chair,
Ireland aligns with the statement of the EU and thanks the Independent Expert for his report.

As the Independent Expert notes, sexual orientation and gender identity should never be
obstacles to electoral participation, and yet, violence, threats and hate speech seriously
constrain the ability of LGBT I+ persons to participate in some electoral processes.

[We would like to ask: what can meaningfully be done to counteract the practise of targeting
LGBTI+ communities in politics?]

Ireland shares the Independent Expert’s concerns around polarisation and the scapegoating of
LGBTI+ persons. We are conscious that particular members of LGBTI+ communities can be
subject to heightened targeting or attacks: for example, trans persons, human rights defenders
advocating for equal rights, or LGBT I+ persons who also face discrimination on other grounds,
such as race or ethnicity.

Ireland firmly believes that societies flourish when all citizens, irrespective of their
characteristics, are supported and enabled to participate in elections. Ireland urges all States to
respect the principle of non-discrimination, which applies to all persons without distinction, as
a foundation of international human rights law.

We were encouraged by the examples of good practice recorded in your report, across diverse
geographic regions. We hope that all States can reflect on these case studies and take steps to
ensure non-discrimination in electoral participation.



