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Thank you Chair, 

Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the EU and thanks the Commission for its report.  

Commissioner, Ireland regrets that elections were not held in December as planned. What 

impact will extension of the transitional period likely have on the human rights situation in 

South Sudan?  

Commissioner, as you have noted, a culture of entrenched impunity is perpetuating human 

rights violations and abuses.  

Ireland is particularly concerned at the extent to which sexual and gender based violence 

against women and girls is endemic, and perpetrators rarely brought to justice, despite the 

adoption of various policies, action plans and laws by the Government. Ireland calls on the 

Government of South Sudan to allocate sufficient resources to the institutions responsible for 

the implementation of State commitments to address SGBV, and prioritise holding the 

perpetrators of SGBV to account.  

We are also alarmed at the extent to which civic space continues to shrink, with arbitrary 

restrictions, repressive surveillance, and abusive approvals procedures for public gatherings, 

designed to create fear and stifle civic space. In July, the national parliament missed an 

opportunity to exercise oversight of the security services and opted to legally permit the 

National Security Service (NSS) to arrest and detain without warrants. The NSS continues to 

commit abuses – including torture, abduction, extra-territorial rendition, incommunicado 

detention, and denial of access to legal counsel –devoid of judicial oversight.  We also note 

reports of enforced disappearances carried out by NSS over the past months. Ireland calls on 

the Government of South Sudan to bring the legal framework within which NSS operates in 

line with the 2011 Transitional Constitution, 2018 Revitalised Peace Agreement, and 

international obligations, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  

Ireland urges the international community to retain a focus on South Sudan and support the 

people of South Sudan to realise the vision set out in the Revitalized Peace Agreement. We call 



Check Against Delivery 

on the leaders of South Sudan to overcome the current state of paralysis and urgently implement 

the reforms required to facilitate a genuine transition, hold peaceful elections, and lay the 

foundations for an inclusive and sustainable peace in South Sudan.  

Thank you.  


