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Thank you Chair,
Ireland welcomes this report by the Commission of Inquiry.

Chair, [how can the international community ensure that the human rights of all those
impacted by this devastating conflict are better protected?]

The report clearly states that Israel’s actions violate international humanitarian law and the
Palestinian people’s right to self-determination. It also underlines that these actions are in
breach of Israel’s obligations in international law, as set out in the Advisory Opinion of the
International Court of Justice, issued in July 2024. Ireland will continue to advocate for
appropriate action from the international community in light of this Opinion.

The Commission’s findings that Israel has implemented a concerted policy to destroy the
health-care system of Gaza is deeply concerning. The horrific impact of a destroyed health-
care system on women and children in particular, including direct attacks on maternity wards,
is shocking. Ireland recalls that the imposition of collective punishment is prohibited under
international humanitarian law. The Commission finds that war crimes, including wilful killing
and mistreatment, and the crime against humanity of extermination have been committed as
part of Israel’s destruction of Gaza’s health-care system.

Ireland reiterates its horror at the systematic abuse of Palestinian detainees in Israeli prisons,
including those held in arbitrary detention. Reports of Israeli Government support for the
continued abuse of certain prisoners is deeply disturbing.

Ireland condemns the taking of, and mistreatment of, hostages by the terrorist organisation,
Hamas and other militant groups. Ireland urges the State of Israel and all Member States to
heed the Commission’s recommendations. All parties must be held accountable for any
violations of international law.



