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Thank you Chair, 

Ireland aligns with the statement of the EU and we thank the Committee for its reporting. 

Ireland is firmly committed to upholding all human rights. The Covenant on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights is core to our understanding of human dignity, to ensuring individuals can 

flourish and societies can thrive through the right to work, to social security, to health and 

education, to an adequate standard of living and the other rights enshrined therein. 

Ireland had its fourth periodic review by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights in February this year.  

In recent years, Ireland has taken significant steps forward to progress the realisation of rights 

enshrined in the Covenant – for example through introducing gender pay gap legislation, 

expanding access to sexual and reproductive health and rights, and launching a range of 

strategies to improve social inclusion and integration. More work remains to be done; the 

Concluding Observations provide a good framework for moving forward. 

Ireland is a strong supporter of the UN treaty body system and its essential role in supporting 

States with the full implementation of human rights obligations. We would like to thank the 

Committee for its comprehensive and constructive approach to reviewing Ireland’s progress, 

and to wish the Committee well in its work going forward. 

 

 


