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Chair, 

Ireland aligns with the EU statement and thanks the Committee and the Special Rapporteur for 

their presentation and reports. 

Special Rapporteur, in your opinion which recommendations should be prioritised in a 

national context to ensure meaningful participation in international processes? 

We welcome the focus on the interplay between the Sustainable Development Goals and the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and note with concern that only five of 

the SDG indicators are on track to achieve targets for persons with disabilities by 2030. If the 

rights of persons with disabilities are not meaningfully prioritised, we cannot meet our 

commitments under the SDGs or fulfil the promise of universal human rights. 

Ireland is committed to the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, 

and the full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. As a 

concrete demonstration of this commitment, Ireland deposited the instrument of accession to 

the Optional Protocol to the Convention this week.  

We welcome the recommendations on how better to facilitate the meaningful participation of 

persons with disabilities in the United Nations system and in the review and follow up of the 

2030 agenda for sustainable development. The participation of persons with disabilities in all 

actions that concern them is a requirement under the CRPD. As such, the participation and 

engagement of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations is a priority in 

the development of our National Disability Strategy. 

 


