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2y o Department of Education

Dear Principal, Teachers, Special Needs Assistants and
Members of the School Community,

In this update from the Inspectorate, | would like to let you know about our current programme of
inspection work in special schools, some developments regarding how we report to children and
young people, Level 1 and Level 2 Learning Programmes, a number of thematic reports that we
have published in recent months, and our plans for an annual report.

Inspection programme 2024-25

The inspection programme in special schools this year includes:

Whole-school evaluation - management, leadership and learning (WSE-MLL)
Incidental inspection

Curriculum evaluation

Follow-through inspection

Child protection and safeguarding inspection

During July and August, inspectors visited some special
schools offering the summer programme. Later this term,
inspectors will return to a selection of those schools to Clar Samhraidh

. . . Summer Programme
engage with children/young people, their parents and i
school leaders about the impact of the summer
programme.

Communicating with children and young people about inspection

Following consultation with a number of schools, we have
added a page specifically for children and young people to
curriculum evaluation reports. This page will share some of
the findings and recommendations made during the
inspection. | would be grateful if you would share this page
with your pupils once the report on the curriculum evaluation
is published.

You can find school
inspection reports on
the Inspection Reports
page of
gov.ie/DElInspectorate
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Annual report

Plans are underway for the publication of an overall composite
ANNUAL REPORT Inspectorate report in the coming months. This report will be part of an
annual publication strategy, enabling the Inspectorate to deliver key data
and information on inspection coverage, school engagements and
inspection findings across early learning and care settings, primary, post-
primary and special schools. The report will include articles informed by
inspection findings on topics such as inclusion, assessment and curriculum.



https://www.gov.ie/en/school-reports/?school_roll_number=&report_title=&school_level=all&school_level=Early+Years+Education&school_level=Post+Primary&school_level=Primary&school_level=Special+Education&report_date_from_day=&report_date_from_month=&report_date_from_year=&report_date_to_day=&report_date_to_month=&report_date_to_year=

Level 1 and Level 2 Learning Programmes

Following a comprehensive consultation process, Level 1 and Level 2
Learning Programmes (L1 and L2 LPs) have been specifically
designed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment

(NCCA) to provide high-quality learning experiences for young EE:E{?%‘EE?TS’
people who may experience challenges to accessing Level 3 learning R statement
programmes. L1 and L2 LPs provide progression pathways for young
people and provide teachers with the flexibility to design units of
learning and assessment tasks based on their students’ identified
strengths, interests and needs. They also provide consistency,
learning progression and accreditation through the state
examinations commission (SEC) and parity of access to the
curriculum for children and young people attending special schools.

For these reasons, the Inspectorate encourages all special schools to engage with L1 and L2 LPs.
Schools should in particular consider how best to use L1 and L2 LPs flexibly to design learning
activities that provide support and challenge to young people to ensure they progress in their
learning.

Thematic reports and publications

Since the last update to schools, we have continued our work on
thematic reports and other publications. The most recent
publications are listed below. All of our thematic publications are
available on the Inspectorate publications page of
gov.ie/DEInspectorate Inspectorate publications
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Early Intervention Classes for
Children with Autism

Towards a coherent, inclusive
system

The report “Early Intervention
Classes for Children with Autism -

Towards a coherent, inclusive
system” was published in June

This report presents the findings of inspections of fifteen early intervention classes for pre-school
children with autism conducted between September and December 2023.



https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/58f54-inspectorate-publications/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/8f00e-inspectorate-department-of-education/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2FDEInspectorate%2F
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/296358/5520db6a-40b7-46ad-be8a-3b461ae25e2a.pdf#page=null
https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/066ec71f-e00c-4df7-b082-3e2f5ecb9357/SC-L1-L2-Programme-Statement-EN_09.24.pdf

Perspectives on Bullying
Behaviour (2023)

The report “Perspectives on The festin a series of fve annual

reports, 2023-2027

Bullying Behaviour 2023” was
published in June

)
The Cinediltas Action Plan commits the Inspectorate to publishing an annual report on anti-bullying

measures in schools. The 2023 report presents insights from students, parents, teachers and
principals on the effectiveness of anti-bullying strategies in Irish schools.
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The report “Young People on Educational and Training
. 5 Pathways
Alternative Educational and el i

Training Pathways: Evaluation of
Youthreach Provision” was
published in August

This report presents the overall findings of the evaluations of Youthreach provision in nine Centres
for Education and Community Training Centres conducted in 2023.

Unlocking Creativity
Insights into effective practice in early
leasheng and cam settings And schodls

The report “Unlocking Creativity-
Insights into effective practice in
early learning and care settings
and schools” was published in
August

This report presents insights into the effective support and promotion of creativity in early
learning and care settings and primary and post-primary schools.



https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/301962/fbbdbe5b-8a92-4a73-8a5e-75c5f45eb91c.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/296417/608e9d88-3a80-4a87-8a42-c63239a224e9.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/303047/4d5d5746-c064-4f41-9a99-bfa8472bb101.pdf#page=null
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The report “Living today for a better
tomorrow - Insights into effective
practice in education for sustainable
development in early learning and
care settings and schools” was
published in August

Living today for a botter
tomorrow

Insights inta effective practics in
education for sustainabie
development in early leaming and
care setlings and scheol

This report presents insights into effective support and promotion of education for sustainable
development (ESD) in early learning and care (ELC) settings and schools.
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The report “Towards High-Quality ——
Learning Experiences for All

Learning Experiences for All - Prosn o hena g sose
Provision for children and young

primary and postsprimary schools

people with special educational
needs in primary and post-primary
schools” was published in August

This report presents the findings relating to provision for children and young people with special
educational needs in twenty-nine schools in 2023 (seventeen primary and twelve post-primary).

| want to extend my thanks to everyone in the schools we visit during
inspection and advisory and developmental work. Working in a
collaborative, mutually respectful way is very important to us as we
carry out our role in schools and other education settings across the
country.

As always, | wish you all the very best for this school year.
Thank you.

Yvonne Keating,
Chief Inspector



https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/301961/cee0df28-1da6-469b-92c4-9aef42076d19.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/304598/e136e03e-13ad-4fe6-bcd3-f8fdb434c443.pdf#page=null

