
Introduction of the new Programme Statement

27 February 2024
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1. Introduction
2. New Programme Statement

 Michelle Geraghty, Education Officer, NCCA
 Paul Behan, Education Officer, NCCA

3. TPL
 Gerard Duff, Divisional Director Post-Primary 1 Division, Oide
 Hannah Dennehy, Senior Leader for Transition Year, Oide

4. Discussion and feedback via Mentimeter
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 Pilot programme in 1974
 Available to all schools 

since 1994
 TY Guidelines

 Each school designs its 
own TY programme

 Standalone programme 
within Senior Cycle
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29 March 2022 Announcement
Two key commitments on Transition Year:
 Revised Transition Year Programme 

Statement to be introduced in schools from 
2024

 Universal access to Transition Year (from a 
date to be identified)
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The “who”, “what” and “where”:

All students in all schools 
to have the option of doing TY
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The “when”:

Date will be announced in due course

Not required for the 2024/2025 school year
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The “how”:

Building on the experience of schools:
 Analysis currently underway
 Further evaluation/analysis needed
 We need your input!



Transition Year Programme Statement
Overview for School Leaders

Croke Park Event 



Process to develop the TY Programme Statement 

Consultation on the draft 
TYPS

Development Group 
meetings to incorporate 

findings and continue 

2 further DG meetings  

Aug-Oct 2023 Oct – Dec 2023    FEBRUARY 2024

Approved by Council



Purpose of the TY Programme Statement

• put the focus on the developmental and learning 

needs of students

• schools have autonomy and flexibility within certain 

parameters  

• guide schools on how to develop their TY 

Programme



2. CREATE Space 
and opportunities 

for learning in broad 
contexts 

3. EXPAND student’s 
awareness and 

capacity for lifelong 
learning

4. EVOLVE 
continuously to 
meet the needs 

of students

1. NURTURE 
development of the 
student as a whole 

person

Aims
for TY programmes



The 
parameters 
of the TY 

Programme 
Statement



…describe the ways students can develop in TY and 
the experiences that can support this development.

The four Student Dimensions are the key foundations 
upon which TY programmes are designed. 

Student Dimensions



Student Dimensions

Personal Growth: Students 
mature socially and emotionally in 

areas that include health and 
wellbeing, empathy and 

leadership

Being a Learner: Students build 
on previous experiences, 

embracing opportunities and 
strategies for learning that work 

best for them

Civic and Community 
Engagement: Students make a 

positive difference in their schools, 
communities and society 

Career Exploration Students 
explore diverse future 

pathways in a guided and 
coordinated manner, gaining 

first-hand workplace 
experience



Developmental Indicators are intended to guide the student and the school. 
These indicators set out the parameters for the development and learning of 

the student during TY.

Student Experiences are aligned to the developmental indicators and can 
provide the opportunities and contexts for student learning and development.

Student Dimensions

Being a Learner

Personal Growth    

Civic and Community 
Engagement

Career Exploration



Examples of post consultation changes

Student Dimensions

‘While the developmental indicators set out the parameters for learning and 
development, students will develop in different ways and to varying degrees 

across each of the indicators. In this sense they also serve as reflective 
guidance for students.’ (TYPS)



Encouraging Participation and Engagement

‘Students who have benefited from TY can often be the most 
effective communicators to students and parents.’ 

‘The opportunity for students to participate brings with it the 
responsibility for students to engage as fully as possible across 
the entire year of the programme.’ 

Examples of post consultation changes



The 
parameters 
of the TY 

Programme 
Statement



Components

Curriculum Dimensions

The four Curriculum Dimensions guide schools in how best to steer the design 
and progression of their TY programme. 

They assist schools in developing, evaluating and renewing their TY programme. 

Teaching and 
Assessment

Recognising and 
Reporting

Reflection and 
Renewal



The Four Curriculum Dimensions

Components Combination of core, subject sampling, TY 
modules and other components. 

Teaching & 
Assessment

Recognising 
& Reporting

Reflection 
& Renewal

Teaching and ongoing assessment to support 
student progress in their learning.

3 elements: TY Portfolio, School report, Student 
reflection

Review, evaluation and updating of the TY 
curriculum using feedback and evidence 



Curriculum Dimension: Components

TA
B

LE 3



Curriculum Dimension: Teaching and Assessment

Appropriate student-centred approaches which .. 
collectively develop all four Student Dimensions

The assessment of learning captured through:
• a TY student portfolio
• a coordinated approach to assessment.

Collective Practices
Individual Classroom Practices



Three Reporting Elements in Transition Year 



Curriculum Dimension: Reflection and Renewal 

Schools need to consider the following broad questions when evaluating 
their TY programme:

• how is the school’s TY programme fulfilling the aspirations of the   
rationale of the TY Programme Statement?

• how can the aims of the TY Programme Statement be better achieved?
• how is the TY programme supporting development across all four 

Student Dimensions and how could it be improved?



Transition Year
An Idirbhliain

Introduction of the new Programme Statement

Réamhrá ar an Ráiteas Chlár nua



Supports Available for…
Tacaíochtaí ar fáil do...

• School leaders

• Transition Year Coordinators

• Transition Year teachers



Types of Supports
Cineál Tacaíochta
• Webinars

• Full Day Professional Learning

• Online workshop series

• Online clinics

• Collaboratives

• Dedicated section on Oide website

• School support (2024 / 2025: Term 3)



2023 / 2024

Senior Cycle 
Redevelopment

Webinar for school 
leaders (March)

TY Webinar for TY 
Coordinators and school 

leaders (April / May)



Webinar for TY 
teachers 

(September)

Online Clinics for school 
leaders, TY Coordinators 
and teachers (ongoing)

Full Day PLE #1 for 
TY Coordinators 

(September / October) 

Online Collaborative #1 
for TY Coordinators 

(October / November)

Programmes Support 
Day for teachers and 

school leaders (ongoing)

2024 / 2025 -Term 1 (2024 / 2025 -Téarma 1)



Full Day PLE #2 for 
TY Coordinators 

(January / February)

Online Workshop 
Series for Teachers 
(2 of 4: January / 

February)

Online Collaborative #2 
for TY Coordinators 
(February / March)

Online Clinics for school 
leaders, TY Coordinators and 

teachers (ongoing)

Programmes Support 
Day for teachers and 

school leaders 
(ongoing)

2024 / 2025 – Term 2  (2024 / 2025 -Téarma 2)



Online Workshop 
Series for Teachers 

(2 of 4: March / April)

Online Collaborative #3 
for TY Coordinators 

(April / May)

Online Clinics for school 
leaders, TY Coordinators 
and teachers (ongoing)

Programmes Support Day 
for teachers and school 

leaders (ongoing)

2024 / 2025 – Term 3 (2024 / 2025 -Téarma 3)

School Support 
(April / May)



Follow Oide
Transition Year

@Oide_TY

Sign up to the 
Post-Primary 

Transition Year 
Mailing List to 
receive news 
and updates

https://bit.ly/3SOnIkA

Oide TY Communications
Cumarsáid na hIdirbhliana ó Oide



https://oide.ie/post-primary/home//

Dedicated section of Oide website
Rannán faoi leith ar shuíomh gréasáin Oide



Ceisteanna?

eolas@oide.ie www.oide.ie @oide_Ireland

Aoife Ní Mháille



Questions?

info@oide.ie www.oide.ie @oide_Ireland



Míle buíochas

info@oide.ie www.oide.ie @oide_Ireland



44 An Roinn Oideachais | Department of Education

Discussion

1. What supports do your 
school need for the 
introduction of the new 
Programme Statement?

2. What supports would your 
school need to be able to 
make TY available to all?

Scan the QR code or go to 

menti.com
and enter the code 

4826 0627


