An Roinn Comhshaoil,

Aeraide agus Cumarsiide
Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications

Heat and Built Environment Delivery Taskforce
Meeting Note from meeting #4
18t May 2023 10:15-11:45

ATTENDANCE: Minister Ryan, Minister of State Smyth, DECC Assistant Secretary — Built
Environment Retrofit and Heat Policy (Chair), DECC Heat Policy - Departmental Lead,
DECC- Residential Energy Efficiency Division, DECC - Energy Engagement and National
Energy Coordination, DECC — Non-residential Energy Efficiency Division, DECC - Just
Transition & Sectoral Policy Division, SEAI, Dept. of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Dept.
Of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Teagasc, Enterprise Ireland, HSE, IDA Ireland,
Department of Education, Dept. of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media,
Department of Transport, Dept. of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and
Science, Dept. of Public Expenditure, NDP Delivery and Reform, OPW, Dept. of Health,
Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage, EY Consultants, KPMG Consultants.

1. Note of previous meeting

The note of the previous meeting was approved for publication on gov.ie following update of
the attendance listing.

2. Development of the Biomethane Strategy - KPMG

DAFM noted good progress and that the Strategy is on target for finalisation in Q3 2323.
KPMG Consultants gave an overview of the work carried out to date. Further consideration
will need to be given in relation to how biomethane will be funded, usage in the ETS, the size
and scale of plants, end use hierarchy, grid injection or off grid, sustainability criteria etc. The
Minister highlighted that a combination of solutions will likely be required for biomethane and
that any unintended consequences linked to increased production of biomethane, in relation
to the environmental factors, also needed to be borne in mind.

3. Update from Current Status Assessment Workshops -
EY

EY gave an overview of the work they have carried out to date in relation to the Current
Assessment and highlighted the positive work already undertaken - all of the Working Groups
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are well established, the 2025 and 2030 KPIs are well understood, stakeholders have been
identified, and there is a good understanding of the key issues. The next steps will be to
develop the first draft of the implementation plan and the updated governance structure by
end of June 2023. Minister Ryan underlined that the purpose of the Taskforce and the need
for delivery to 2025.

Verbal updates were provided by the Working Groups and the Chair highlighted that, while it
is important to have strategies in place, it is also important that projects progress and deliver
on targets. The gaps to getting the projects in place need to be understood and reduced. The
importance of linking the interdependencies between the various national and EU Targets and
the actions of the Working Groups was also highlighted by SEAI. The opportunities for District
Heating, particularly in relation to hospitals, educational buildings etc., were also discussed.

4. Verbal Updates from Working Groups

— DETE noted that the Industry Working Group has meeting on a number of occasions
to date and they are currently looking at regulatory and other barriers.

— DETE also noted that the work of the Commercial Built Environment Working Group is
ongoing with wider stakeholders.

— DECC gave an update with the Report of the District Heating Steering Group going to
the Senior Officials Group, which requested further detail of the rationale for the
approach taken. It is now expected that a Memorandum for Government will be
prepared in the coming weeks.

— DECC gave an update on the Public Sector Group which will shortly meet for the first
time, including an update on the Chairing of the Group. A draft Terms of Reference is
being prepared. It was noted that the public sector climate mandate went to
Government last week and that SEAI has a new programme manager for the
Pathfinder scheme. It was noted that Minister of State Smyth has taken up a new role
leading in relation to Public Sector.

— DECC gave an update on the Residential Retrofit Working Group, which is expected
to meet shortly and will build on previous bilateral engagement. An update on the
performance of the SEAI residential and community retrofit programmes was also
provided, with activity being up significantly on the same period last year.
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5. Next Meeting
11:15 am on Thursday 29" June 2023

6. Actions
SEO Action Timeline
Enterprise Ireland Examination of issues where companies are due to TBC by El

their size falling between gaps in support.

DECC (Heat Consideration of linkages with the Eirgrid Powering up
Policy) Dublin project.

As soon as possible

EY and the Taskforce Secretariat will prepare a

DECC (Heat discussion paper and a proposal on consistency in
Policy) and EY | stakeholder engagement and consistency of
roadmaps

Ongoing




