
 

 

Heat and Built Environment Taskforce  

10:00-11:30    8th July 2024 

Location – Hybrid 

Liffey Room – Tom Johnson House 

 

Attendance 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications; Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine; Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment; 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage; Department of the Taoiseach; 

HSE; SEAI. 

 

1. Welcome from the Chair 

 

2. Approval of the previous meeting minutes  

 

No amendments of the previous meeting note were suggested during the meeting. It was 

requested that the group send any comments to the PMO, but if none were received then the 

note would be considered agreed upon and published on gov.ie.  

http://www.gov.ie/


 

 

 

 

3. PMO Update 

The PMO highlighted the work that is ongoing regarding the revision of the implementation plan. 

A potential name change was discussed. The PMO reminded attendees that the Unallocated 

Savings template had been circulated to groups and asked them to outline potential timeline and 

key issues. 

4. Funding Guidance 

Legislation establishing the Future Ireland Fund and the Infrastructure, Climate and Nature Fund 

was enacted on 18 June 2024.  Work is ongoing regarding the allocation process and options will 

be submitted for MPENDR’s consideration. 

Ireland’s modified National Recovery & Resilience Programme was adopted by council at the 21 

June ECOFIN. The modified plan now includes the €240million REPowerEU chapter and brings 

Ireland’s RRF allocation to €1.15 billion (in grants) covering 19 investments and 10 reforms in 

total.   

The NRRP Annual Event takes place on the 11th July.  This event will coincide with the approval 

of Ireland’s First RRF Payment request for €324m and the REPowerEU programme for €240m.  

 

5. Working Group updates 

District Heating 

There are currently 18 projects in pipeline with 2 complete and 2 which have been 

submitted for SSRH funding and another 8 working on paperwork.  It was noted that 

funding certainty would be required to attract more groups to the scheme. 

 

 



 

 

AD/Biomethane 

• DECC and DAFM are working on moving to the implementation phase. 

• DAFM have commenced the grant programme. 37 expressions of interest have 

been received with application forms to be issued shortly and grants to be 

announced in August.  A new sustainability charter will be linked to grants. 

• 40m has been awarded under Repower EU, but certainty ongoing funding is still 

required. An ICNF business case is being developed. 

• A review of the structure of Working Group is underway.  It is proposed to have a 

high level steering group with a number of WGs. New actions have been outlined 

and highlighted to PMO. 

 

Public Sector Heat & Built Env 

• SEAI stated that certainty on ICNF funding is critical for future direction.  

• The 2024 programme is fully underway, and the roadmap publication is on track 

for October 2024.  

• The HSE REPowerEU projects were successful. 

• The new Business Energy Support Scheme is awaiting approval. 

 

Residential Retrofit 

• BoI and AIB are now participating in the loan scheme. The lowest interest rate 

available is 3%. The amounts drawdowns from the scheme to date are relatively 

large, indicating deep retrofits are being carried out. 

• There is a new set of guidelines for community energy grant scheme. A new 

strand of scheme for homes only and multi-unit developments has been launched. 

This aims to deliver flats/apartments in greater numbers. There has also been a 

new addition to the scheme to assist those affected by defective blocks. 



 

 

• There has been strong delivery to date with €232m capital drawdown, equating to 

approx. 26k houses – 10k b2s – 3300 full upgrades. 

 

Industrial Heat Decarbonisation 

• The Industrial Heat roadmap has been published. The aim is to start with high 

impact projects. Agencies and SEAI are assessing the list of potential projects. 

The WG is drafting a list of enabling actions. There is a diverse range of issues 

affecting this area which may sit with different policy owners. 

• Regarding the cement sector – guidance should be provided to public bodies on 

how to procure cement. The next steps on more innovative ways to decarbonise 

will be discussed at the CCS taskforce. 

 

Commercial Built Environment 

• The Commercial Roadmap is still being drafted. District heating will play a bigger 

role and a higher rate of retrofit may be required. There is still some work required 

to encourage cost benefit for commercial sector investment. 

• EPBD will have a strong influence on this sector. 

• Good geographic mapping of District heating will enable targeted investment in 

areas that do not have district heating programmes. 

 

6. Overarching Heat Policy  

• The Heat policy statement will look at sequencing and interoperability to ensure all 

areas pull together. It will also need to ensure heat pumps are not competing with 

district heating. 

• Planning for a public consultation is currently underway. 



 

 

• Regarding the National phaseout of fossil fuels, between the RED and EPBD, the 

direction is clear. 

• DCC business case for DH is being reviewed internally. 

 

Heat Bill  

• There has been a vast amount of work done between DECC, CRU and SEAI. 

• The bill is designed to establish a framework for development and expansion of 

DH and sets out a new licensing and consent structure. It also amends multi-unit 

development guidelines and includes a mandate for public sector to connect with 

any available network. 

• The bill will include a provision to allow the Minister to add a renewable heat 

obligation. CRU will be regulator and set out licence and consent provisions. SEAI 

will be the designated heat network authority and help develop the zones and 

planning side. 

• Work is being done with the AGO for development of regulation. 

 

7. Update on EPBD 

DHLGH presented on Implementation and immediate requirements of Energy 

Performance of Buildings Directive.  

 

8. AOB  

Suggestion to include broader local government input/attendance at TF 

 

9. Next Meeting – September TBD 


