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Cohesion Policy:

EU Cohesion Policy is designed to contribute to strengthening economic,
social and territorial cohesion in the European Union. It aims to correct
imbalances between countries and regions. It delivers on the Union’s
political priorities, especially the green and digital transition. During
the 2021-2027 programming period, the EU allocated over EUR 392 billion
to the cohesion policy.

Cohesion Policy Objectives

1. A more competitive and smarter Europe

2. A greener, low carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy
3. A more connected Europe by enhancing mobility

4. A more social and inclusive Europe

5. A Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated
development of all types of territories

Cohesion Policy Funds available in Ireland:
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF):

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is designed to
strengthen economic, social and territorial cohesion in the European
Union. It aims to do this by correcting imbalances between regions
enabling investments in a smarter, greener, more connected and
more social Europe that is closer to its citizens. Around
EUR 226 billion was allocated to the ERDF. This included EUR 9 billion
for European territorial cooperation and EUR 1.9 billion of special
allocations for outermost and sparsely populated regions.



European Social Fund Plus (ESF+):

With a budget of almost € 99.3 billion for the period 2021-2027, the
ESF+ will continue to provide an important contribution to the EU's
employment, social, education and skills policies, including structural
reforms in these areas.

Just Transition Fund:

The Just Transition Fund aims alleviate the socio-economic costs
triggered by climate transition, supporting the economic
diversification and reconversion of the territories concerned

European Maritime Aquaculture and Fisheries Fund (EMAFF):

The EMFAF supports the EU Green Deal and a sustainable blue
economy by implementing actions in the field of the Union’s
Maritime Policy, the Common Fisheries Policy and the EU
international ocean governance agenda.

Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF)

The Fund aims to further boost national capacities and improve
procedures for migration management, as well as to enhance
solidarity and responsibility sharing between Member States, in
particular through emergency assistance and the relocation
mechanism.

Internal Security Fund

With a budget of € 1.9 billion, the Internal Security Fund will
contribute to reach a high level of security in the EU, in particular by
preventing, combating terrorism, radicalisation, serious, organised
crime, and cybercrime, by assisting and protecting victims of crime,
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and by preparing for, protecting against and effectively managing
security-related incidents, risks and crises.

Interreg/PEACEPLUS

Interreg is a series of programmes to stimulate cooperation
between the European Union (EU) and non-EU regions, funded by
the European Regional Development Fund.

PEACEPLUS is a cross-border funding Programme supported by the
European Union, the Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, the Government of Ireland, and the
Northern Ireland administration. The Programme is designed to
support peace and prosperity across Northern Ireland and the
border counties of Ireland, building upon the work of the previous
PEACE and INTERREG Programmes.

Building Peaceful and Thriving Communities

The aim of this theme is to unite communities, help them rebuild and
learn from a difficult past.

Community Led Local Development (CLLD):

Community-led local development (CLLD) is a way of involving citizens at
local level in developing responses to the social, environmental and
economic challenges we face today. It is a bottom-up approach to policy
development that encourages local people to form a Local Action Group
(LAG) — a partnership that designs and implements an integrated
development strategy for their area.

Data Protection legislation:

The Data Protection Acts 1988-2018 are designed to protect people's
privacy. The legislation confers rights on individuals in relation to the privacy




of their personal data as well as responsibilities on those persons holding
and processing such data.

Decarbonisation

Decarbonisation refers to all measures through which a business sector, or
an entity — a government, an organisation — reduces its carbon footprint,
primarily its greenhouse gas emissions, carbon dioxide (CO,) and methane
(CHa4), in order to reduce its impact on the climate.

Digital Transition:

Digital technologies present enormous growth potential for Europe. The
European Commission is committed to deliver a Europe fit for the digital
age, by empowering people, businesses and administrations with a new
generation of technologies, where the digital transformation that will
benefit everyone.

Environmental, social, and governance (ESG):

Broadly speaking, ESG concerns the impact of an organisation’s operations
and products on the environment, public health and safety, and the quality
of life of its employees and the wider public. ESG extends to issues such as
sustainability, waste management and greenhouse gas emissions; equality,
diversity and inclusion; and governance, accountability and corruption. ESG
investing, sometimes referred to as sustainable investing, has been
described as “the process of making investment decisions based on the
combination of financial factors along with environmental, social and

governance factors”.!

Freedom of Information Act 2014 (FOI):

FOI only applies to FOI bodies. These are mostly bodies that are publicly
funded (for example, government departments). FOI allows the public to
have information about what the Government is doing.

1 Oireachtas Library & Research Service, 2023. L&RS Spotlight: Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG), and
Sustainable Development. No. 1 of 2023


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age_en

Functional Areas:

Are spatial forms not characterised by recognised administrative
boundaries but by functional relations and spatial interactions including
economic interactions as well as social, cultural and environmental flows.
The concept centres on the fact that development rarely follows
administrative boundaries, and often requires inter-jurisdictional
cooperation.

Green Transition:

Refers to the movement towards more environmentally sustainable
practices in Europe at a scale that can make a difference for current and
future generations. Critical elements include decarbonisation, resource
efficiency, circular economy, innovation and competitiveness.

Horizontal Enabling Conditions

Enabling Conditions: The enabling conditions (along with the criteria
necessary for the assessment of their fulfiiment) included in the 2021 -
2027 legislative package are listed in Annex Il (horizontal enabling
conditions applicable to all specific objectives) and Annex IV (thematic
enabling conditions for the ERDF, the ESF+ and the Cohesion Fund) of the
following common provisions regulation L_2021231EN.01015901.xml

Qeuropa.eu)

Improve transparency on take-up of stakeholders' views and consultation
feedback loop:

Clarity for respondents how their views were considered in the public
consultation process.

Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI):

'ITl is a Cohesion Policy (CP) tool introduced under the Common Provision
Regulation 1303/2014. This tool aims to make it easier to run territorial
strategies that require funding from multiple sources. The key elements of


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1060#d1e32-318-1
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1060#d1e32-318-1

an ITl are: a designated territory and integrated development strategy — the
territory of an ITl can be any geographical area (urban, urban-rural, sub-
regional, or inter-regional), and a package of actions to be implemented. CP
Managing Authorities (MAs) have the final responsibility for ITls. However,
Intermediate Bodies (IBs - local authorities, regional development bodies
etc.) may be appointed to carry out delegated tasks, thereby offering
greater potential for delegation of management tasks to the local level.

Innovation Ecosystem:

An innovation ecosystem can develop naturally, with several factors
determining its capacity to flourish, such as people, policies, financial
support, cultural elements, market dynamics, and support infrastructures. It
can be described as a network through which innovators, start-ups,
stakeholders, funders, and venture capitalists collaborate to transform
concepts into market-ready products and services, thereby creating value.

Knowledge-Intensive Economy (KIE):

KIE demands specialised and highly skilled labour, for example in ICT and
engineering. Furthermore, it stands out from other sectors for its capacity
to create (and necessitate) highly skilled, high-wage jobs, and to produce
spillover effects for the creation of jobs in related sectors, fostering demand
for worker upskilling.

An activity is classified as knowledge intensive if employed tertiary educated
persons (according to ISCED 97 levels 5+6, according to ISCED 2011 levels 5
to 8) represent more than 33 % of the total employment in that activity. The
definition is built based on the average number of employed persons aged
15-64 at aggregated EU-27 level according to NACE at 2-digit, using EU
Labour Force Survey data [

Multi-Level Governance:

Multi-Level Governance refers to the spread of power and responsibility
between various levels or tiers of government e.g. EU, national, regional and
local.


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:International_standard_classification_of_education_(ISCED)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Statistical_classification_of_economic_activities_in_the_European_Community_(NACE)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Labour_force_survey_(LFS)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Knowledge_Intensive_Activity_(KIA)#cite_note-1

Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)

The long-term budget or multiannual financial framework (MFF) provides
for the financing of programmes and actions in all policy areas, from
agriculture and regional policy, to research, enterprise and space, in line
with the EU’s long-term priorities.

‘No one should be left behind’ policy

Cohesion Policy adopts this unequivocal commitment of all UN Member
States to eradicate poverty in all its forms, end discrimination and exclusion,
and reduce the inequalities and vulnerabilities that leave people behind and
undermine the potential of individuals and of humanity as a whole.

Partnership Approach:

Refers to collaboration between actors across sectors (e.g. public, private,
academia, NGOs etc.) to achieve a common goal.

Place-based:

Place-based refers to a general planning approach, which emphasizes the
characteristics and meaning of places as a fundamental starting point for
planning and development.

Pre-financing:

Pre-financing refers to a grant payment made before the beginning of a
project to allow the beneficiaries to start working on the project without
having to rely solely on their own funds.

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies:

NUTS 2 long term (12 -20 vyears) regional strategies supporting the
implementation of the National Planning Framework and national
economic policy. Provides a regional vision for the strategic planning and
economic development of the territory.



Semester process:

The European Semester is part of the European Union's economic
governance framework. During the European Semester, member states
align their budgetary and economic policies with the rules agreed at EU
level. Although it was initially mainly an economic exercise, the European
Semester has evolved, integrating other relevant policy fields into the
process. This process of socio-economic policy coordination takes place
annually from November until July.

Sustainable and Green Finance:

Climate finance provides funds for addressing climate change adaptation
and mitigation, green finance has a broader scope as it also covers other
environmental goals (e.g. biodiversity protection/restoration), while
sustainable finance extends its domain to environmental, social and
governance factors (ESG).

Territorial Impact Assessment:

Is a tool using quantitative and/or qualitative methods to analyse the effects
of physical development in relation to the objectives of the planning or the
plans for the area.

Urban and Metropolitan Dimension:

Urban and metropolitan areas encounter distinct challenges relevant to
cohesion policy, such as social disparities in population, lack of affordable
housing, accessible health care, sustainable urban mobility challenges, air
pollution, impacts from climate change (heat islands, flooding) and the
integration of migrants.
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