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Mr President,
Ireland aligns with the statement of the European Union.

Every child has the right to quality education. We are deeply concerned by the barriers to
accessing education for children, especially in conflict zones. Education is a lifeline for
children, it can prevent forced recruitment and the loss of precious years of learning for one or
more generations. We urge all parties to conflicts to respect IHL and ensure that children’s
interests always come first.

Climate change also poses a threat to the wellbeing of children, their future, and their present.
Ireland continues to provide funding that includes direct assistance for the health and protection
of children, who are disproportionately impacted by the effects of climate change. We are also
concerned about the acute malnutrition of children and are providing funding to combat acute
malnutrition, in response to the food crisis in Africa.

Children and young people have a right to participate in decisions that affect their lives. The
concluding observations of the CRC’s periodic reports of Ireland informed the development of
“Young Ireland: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People 2023-2028".
Also, we are proud to include the voices and contributions of our UN Youth Delegates in our
efforts to achieve the SDGs and in our engagement with UN bodies.

Ireland has committed to undertaking a comprehensive review of national legislation to ensure
that it is fully aligned with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and we call on all States
to ratify the UNCRC and bring their national laws into compliance with the Convention, to
fulfil, protect, and uphold the rights of children.

Thank you.



