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Thank you Chair,
Ireland aligns with the statement of the EU.

A few weeks ago, we reaffirmed, through the Pact for the Future, that the achievement of
gender equality, the empowerment of all women and girls and the full enjoyment of their human
rights are necessary requirements for a sustainable future.

It now falls to all of us to make this future a reality.

While there has been vital progress in the advancement of women’s rights in recent decades, it
is clear that progress has been too slow. According to UN estimates, at the current rate, it will
take 300 years to end child marriage, 286 years to close gaps in legal protection and remove
discriminatory laws, 140 years for women to be represented equally in positions of power and
leadership in the workplace, and 47 years to achieve equal representation in national
parliaments.

Faced with these stark figures, we must accelerate the advancement of the rights of women and
girls, to ensure a fairer, more sustainable and more peaceful future.

Through the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we have created the
tools we need. We have since built on this foundation, including through the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action, the ICPD Programme for Action, and the outcomes
documents of those review processes, as well as the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, and the Sustainable Development Goals.

We are therefore concerned by the current trend in multilateral spaces towards portraying
gender equality as ‘controversial’ or subject to cultural derogations. Ireland views this approach
as counterproductive at a time when we need to redouble our efforts, as well as inconsistent
with the universal and indivisible nature of human rights.
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Achieving gender equality will result in a fairer and more inclusive society for all, where
everyone can reach their full potential without restriction by narrow and discriminatory gender
norms and stereotypes.

It is more important than ever therefore that we work together realising these basic rights for
women, including universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights. Until women
everywhere are able to make informed, independent decisions about when, or whether, or how
many children they wish to have, for example, we will not live in equal societies, nor will we
end poverty and reap the benefits of social and economic development.

We must also remember that discrimination can be compounded for women who are part of
marginalised groups — for example, women from the LGBTQI+ community including trans
women, women who face racial or ethnic discrimination, and women with disabilities. An
intersectional, holistic approach to advancing women’s rights is essential.

Despite facing systemic challenges, women have always made vital contributions to the
advancement of human rights — and continue to do so, despite efforts to roll back progress on
gender equality. Ireland is committed to increasing funding for women’s rights organisations
and feminist movements, to support the advancement of the rights of women and girls, in all
their diversity.

We hope that today’s meeting will be an opportunity for all Member States to re-commit to
gender equality as a core element of universal human rights and leaving no-one behind, as a
precondition for a sustainable future. Ireland looks forward to working with all Member States
in service of these goals.

Thank you.



