
FS007635- MareConnect Ltd. – Electricity Interconnector Site Investigation 

Site Specific Conditions 

 

 

 

1. The licensee shall use that part of the foreshore, the subject matter of this 

licence for the purposes as outlined in the application and for no other 

purposes whatsoever. 

 

2. The submitted maps shall be attached and referenced in the licence 

documents. 

 

3. The licensee shall notify the licensor at least 14 days in advance of the 

commencement of any works on the foreshore. This notification shall include 

an up to date Programme of Works for the completion of the proposed 

activities. 

 

4. During the course of the nearshore/landfall a c t i v i t i e s ,  the Licensee shall 

ensure that existing public access arrangements are maintained, where 

possible, and all necessary precautions are put in place to protect the public in 

accordance with relevant Health and Safety Legislation. 

 

5. All mitigation measures outlined in the Natura Impact Statement (March 2023) 

shall be carried out in full. 

 

6. When carrying out activities on shore, access to follow designated access and 

egress routes to ensure that impacts to coastal and intertidal habitats are 

minimised.  

 

7. No vehicles will be used in Annex I Dunes habitats in the topographic surveys. 

 

8. To prevent accidental hydrocarbon spillage when undertaking shore work the 

following measures should be undertaken: 

i:  A detailed CEMP will be prepared prior to works at the landfall sites. 

ii:  A suitable qualified clerk of works will be employed to oversee 

operations at the landfall sites.  

iii: Land-based vehicles and plant shall be refuelled off-site, where 

possible. 

iv: All land-based fuelling of machinery shall be undertaken on an 

impermeable base in bunded areas at least 50m from the seaward 

boundary of the site. 



v: Marine based fuelling will only be undertaken using specifically 

designed nozzles to prevent spillages, spill kites will be available. 

vi: All fuelling equipment shall be regularly inspected and serviced. 

vii: Any petrol or diesel-fuelled pumps or other machinery shall be located 

within temporary bunded units. 

viii:  Standing plant and machinery shall be placed on drip-trays. 

ix: All fuel, oils, chemicals, hydraulic fluids, or welfare facilities etc. shall 

be stored in the construction site compound, on an impermeable base 

which shall be bunded to 110% capacity and appropriately secured. 

x: All plant and vehicles shall be inspected daily for oil leaks and a full 

service record shall be kept for all plant and machinery. 

xi: Spill kits shall be available on site during construction. 

 

9. Strict adherence to Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals from 

Man- made sound sources in Irish Waters (DAHG 2014) during the 

geophysical and drilling surveys. 

i: A qualified Marine Mammal Observer (MMO) will be appointed to 

monitor for marine mammals and to log all relevant events using the 

relevant date forms in the DAHG guidance.   

ii: The MMO will be located at a suitable vantage point, providing good 

all-round visibility. 

iii: Geophysical and drilling operations will only commence in daylight 

hours.   

iv: Delays to the commencement of the site investigations will be 

recommended should any species be detected within the relevant 

monitored zone.   

v: An agreed and clear on-site communication signal must be used 

between the MMO and the Works Superintendent as to whether the 

relevant activity may or may not proceed, or resume following a break. 

It shall only proceed on positive confirmation with the MMO. 

vi: The MMO shall conduct pre-start-up constant effort monitoring at least 

30 minutes before the sound-producing activity is due to commence. 

Sound-producing activity shall not commence until at least 30 minutes 

have elapsed with no marine mammals detected within the Monitored 

Zone by MMO. 

vii: Procedures for drilling operations including prescribed Pre-Start 

Monitoring and breaks in sound output as outlined in section 4.3.2 of 

the DAHG 2014 guidance shall be strictly adhered to.  

viii: In the case of geophysical surveys the prescribed Pre-Start Monitoring 

shall subsequently be followed by Ramp-Up Procedure which should 

include continued monitoring by the MMO. The process laid out in 

Sections 4.3.4(i) and 4.3.4(ii) of the DAHG 2014 guidance shall be 

strictly adhered to. 



ix: An MMO report to be submitted to the Licensor’s Marine Advisor 

(Environment) within 30 days of completion of any geophysical and 

drilling survey activity.   

 

10. Survey vessels will stay at least 900m away from known seal haul-out 

locations during the period May to December to minimise disturbance to 

breeding season. 

 

11.To avoid disturbance to the Annex IV Species European Otter the following 

measures will be undertaken: 

i: An appropriately qualified Ecologist to carry out an otter survey to 

100m seaward of the high water mark prior to commencement of work 

in the intertidal.  

ii: Provision of protection zones of 30m around otter holt or couch and 

150m around natal dens. 

iii: Vegetation cover around hols to remain undisturbed. 

iv: Potential harmful machinery to be made safe or cordoned off at the end 

of the working day. 

 

12. To avoid disturbance to the foraging and roosting birds the following 

measures will be undertaken: 

i: An Ecologist is to be employed to ensure disturbance is minimised and 

site integrity maintained.   

ii: If roosting birds are present on the shore during intertidal works, the 

nearby sample stations will be postponed until the birds depart, without 

provocation.  

iii: Drift lines contain the highest proportion of potential food source for 

bird species. If present, these will be avoided by machinery and 

personnel.  

 

13.  To avoid disturbance to the breeding birds the working vessel will stay 2km 

away from breeding bird locations during the period February to October to 

minimise disturbance. 

                                                                     :  

14.  The licensee shall co-ordinate with any operators within the region carrying 

out operations which are likely to result in underwater noise to ensure that 

surveys do not occur simultaneously or concurrently.  

 

15. The Licensee shall, through consultation and agreement with the Department 

of Transport, Marine Survey Office and Commissioners of Irish Lights, 

arrange for the publication of a Marine Notice through the Maritime Safety 

Policy Division. 

 



16. The promulgation and frequency of Navtex and radio broadcast warnings 

shall be agreed in advance with the Irish Coast Guard for the duration of the 

license period. 

 

17. The marking and lighting of moored instruments shall be carried out in 

consultation with the Marine Survey Office and Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

Lighting and marking shall be compliant with International Association of Aids 

to Navigation (IALA) requirements. Information regarding the position of any 

markings which create a hazard to navigation shall be promulgated to the 

mariner via publication of a marine notice and all available means appropriate.  

 

18. The Licensee shall ensure all appropriate measures are taken for the duration 

of any on-site activity to ensure the safety of navigation is maintained. Any 

hazard to safe navigation shall be easily identifiable to all mariners operating 

within or in the vicinity of the license area. 

 

19. A fisheries liaison officer shall be appointed to engage with the local fishing 

and recreational ports on planned activities. 

 

20. All vessels engaged in the above must conform to Irish Certification standards 

and the vessels be manned by suitably qualified personnel, additionally where 

equipment is carried an Irish Load line survey may be required. The applicant 

should contact the Marine Survey Office Dublin for clarification in relation to 

the above matters. 

 

21. On completion of operations the applicant shall be obliged to inform the 

United Kingdom Hydrographic Office (UKHO) providing bathymetry data so 

that appropriate charts can be updated. (Fax: 0044 1823 284077, email: 

hdc@hdc.hydro.gov.uk) 

  

22. The proposed geophysical surveys shall be carried out in advance of any 

geotechnical/invasive works, to ensure all potential impacts to the underwater 

cultural heritage are avoided.  

 

23. The geophysical surveys shall be licenced under the National Monuments 

Acts 1930-2014. A Dive Survey Licence (Section 3 1987 National Monuments 

Act) and Detection Device consent (Section 2 1987 National Monuments Act) 

will be required. Licence applications, accompanied by Method Statements, 

shall be sent for review and approval to the National Monuments Service of 

the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. The Method 

Statement will identify wrecks and other underwater archaeological features 

and areas of potential within the survey area so that when geophysics is being 



undertaken, their locations will be known in advance and they can be targeted 

for specific survey methodologies, as appropriate.  

 

24. Should any dive surveys be required in connection with proposed geophysical 

surveys and associated works these shall be licenced (Section 3 1987 

National Monuments Act). Any dive survey shall be accompanied by a 

handheld metal detection survey which shall also be licenced (Section 2 1987 

National Monuments Act). All archaeological diving shall comply with the 

Health and Safety Authority’s Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Diving) 

Regulations 2018/2019.  

 

25.  A Protocol For Archaeological Discoveries shall be agreed in advance of the 

commencement of any geophysical or geotechnical works with the National 

Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage. Please note the discovery of wrecks more than 100 years old must 

be reported to the National Monuments Service or a member of An Garda 

Síochána within 4 days of discovery. The discovery of archaeological objects 

must be reported to the National Museum of Ireland or other legally 

designated person within 4 days of discovery.  

 

26. Once all geophysical surveys have been completed, the full information 

should be compiled into an Underwater Archaeological Impact Assessment 

report and submitted to the National Monuments Service for review and 

further comment, prior to undertaking any invasive works. The UAIA report 

should contain a detailed Archaeological Impact Assessment that addresses 

all identified potential impacts on underwater cultural heritage and should also 

make recommendations on mitigation measures to avoid or mitigate all 

impacts. If potential or identified sites, features or artefacts cannot be avoided 

(preserved in situ) by works, then the UAIA Report Recommendations should 

put forward an archaeological mitigation strategy to address this, including 

preservation by record (archaeological testing and/or full archaeological 

excavation). Where archaeological material/features are shown to be present, 

preservation in situ, avoidance, preservation by record (archaeological 

excavation) or archaeological monitoring may be required. The Licensee shall 

be prepared to be advised by the National Monuments Service in this regard 

or in regard to any subsequent recommendations that may issue.  

 

27. Should an accidental pollution event occur during the proposed works, the 

SFPA Howth Office should be notified immediately along with the Fisheries and 

Food Support Unit. 

 

Howth SFPA Office details: +3531 8321910 sfpahowth@sfpa.ie 

FFSU Office details: +35323 8859300  

mailto:sfpahowth@sfpa.ie

