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Final comment

Minister approved submission/signed AA Conclusion Statement, 26 March 2024.

Action required

Ministerial determination on the Appropriate Assessment and signing of the Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement (Tab
01), if approved.

Executive summary

MaresConnect Ltd (MCL) have applied for a 5 year Foreshore Licence for marine investigative survey works for the MaresConnect
Ltd (MCL) Interconnector. The proposed survey works include surveys landward of the high-water mark to overlap with the
terrestrial survey works to the 12 nautical miles limit.

As part of the assessment of this application the Minister is required to make a Screening for Appropriate Assessment
determination in accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended (‘'The Regulations’).

The Screening for Appropriate Assessment determined that an Appropriate Assessment was required as the project, individually or
in-combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a significant effect on European sites and that the risk of likely
significant effects on European sites cannot be excluded on the basis of objective evidence. See Screening for Appropriate
Assessment eSubmission

Having considered all relevant material a recommendation has been made that the Minister accepts and adopts the Appropriate
Assessment Report and determines that the proposed project, either alone or in-combination with other projects, will not adversely
affect the integrity of any European sites, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives.

Detailed information

MaresConnect Ltd (MCL) have applied for a 5 Year Foreshore Licence for marine investigative survey works for the MaresConnect
Ltd (MCL) Interconnector. The proposed survey works include surveys landward of the high-water mark to overlap with the
terrestrial survey works.

Brief Description of Works

The application refers to the marine investigative survey works for the MaresConnect Ltd (MCL) Interconnector. This is a priority
project which will be required to import and export electricity to and from the transmission networks in Ireland and the UK and
onto other European markets. The proposed works includes surveys 50m landward of the high-water mark to overlap with the
terrestrial survey works which are subject to a separate application.

The following Licensable Activities are proposed (note that all sample numbers are indicative and include an extra 20% for a
conservative estimate):

Geotechnical: Up to 12 landfall boreholes (nearshore marine) two boreholes at each site (an extra two as contingency), 155
shallow-water CPTs and 155 shallow-water vibrocores (VCs) will be acquired to evaluate the nature and mechanical properties of
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the seabed sediments. Up to 20 boxcores may be used to characterise shallow soils if the sediment is found to be very soft. The
geotechnical survey is likely to be carried out over multiple campaigns to determine site characteristics and cable positioning.
Surveys will be undertaken at any time of the year (subject to weather conditions). Campaigns are likely to be within a two to four-
month period at any time of the year (subject to weather conditions). Positioning of samples will be informed by the geophysical
survey. Indicative geotechnical sample stations are provided in Foreshore Licence Application Map 2 (Drawing Ref: P2587-LOC-007-
B).

Geophysical survey: The geophysical survey will comprise multibeam echosounder (MBES), sidescan sonar (SSS), sub-bottom
profiler (SBP) and magnetometer surveys to determine seabed conditions within the FLAA. Surveys can be undertaken at any time
of the year (subject to weather conditions) and are likely to be carried out over a period of up to five-months (including downtime).

Environmental (benthic sampling and Intertidal: The benthic sampling campaign is likely to be conducted alongside the
geophysical survey, however if this is not possible the benthic sampling would be carried out separately. Up to 35 grab sample
stations, four grab samples per station, three for macrofaunal and one for physio chemistry. If <40% grab sample volume is
acquired then up to three sample attempts, including first sample attempts, will be made (140 samples in total) and additional
drop-down camera (DDC) and video transects, will be acquired to characterise seabed habitats and sensitive features. A total of 35
boxcores will be taken along the proposed cable route in the Foreshore licensable area. At each geotechnical and environmental
sampling station a DDC will be deployed to allow for further confirmation of sampling analysis. Intertidal surveys will be undertaken
separately and will take less than 1-week at each landfall selected for survey (five chosen landfall zones).

Archaeological survey: A desktop study exercise will be undertaken to inform the approach to assessment of intertidal and
offshore cultural heritage interests. This will be informed by an archaeological walkover of all landfall sites, including
magnetometer survey to identify any features of importance. A qualified, marine archaeologist will review all geophysical survey
data ahead of geotechnical sampling to evaluate sampling positions for features of underwater importance. Geotechnical sampling
stations will be moved if potential features of interest are identified. The archaeological survey will take 1-2 days to complete at
each site.

It should be noted the Foreshore Acts 1933 allows for the granting of Investigatory Foreshore Licences inside the 12NM limit and, as
such, this application relates only to the area within12NM Jurisdiction. The area marked outside of the Investigation Area will
require a separate Investigatory Licence Application to the Licencing Authority in due course, namely MAC (Maritime Area
Consent), Derogation and Activities Requiring Consent (ARC).

Further details of the proposed project and Foreshore Licence area can be found on the Department's Foreshore Notice website:

https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/779e7-fs007635-maresconnect-electricity-interconnector -site-investigation/
and below links:

FS007635  Application Form

FS007635  Foreshore Licence Map

FS007635  Schedule of Survey Works

FS007635  Natura Impact Statement

FS007635  Supporting Information for Screening for Appropriate Assessment
FS007635  Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species

FS007635 Non Statutory Environmental Report

FS007635  National Maritime Planning Framework Compliance Statement

FS007635 Method of Survey Works_

FS007635  Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report_

Public Participation

A Public Consultation was undertaken to conform to Section 19 of the Foreshore Act 1933, as amended, and Regulation 42 of the
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European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011.

The public consultation period ran from the 13t July 2023 to 13t August 2023. The public notice appeared in the Irish Independent
and Dublin Echo newspapers on 13t July 2023 and the application documentation was made available for inspection by the public
at:

e Malahide Garda Station, 1/2 James's Terrace, Malahide, County Dublin
e Malahide Public Library, Main Street, Malahide, County Dublin

The documents were also available on the Department’s website at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/779e7-fs007635-maresconnect-electricity-interconnector-site-investigation/

Public Consultation Submissions: During the Public Consultation there was one submission made by a member of the public.

Prescribed Bodies Consultation

Foreshore Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 353 of 2011) provides under regulation 3 that when considering a foreshore application, as set
out under section 18A (1) of the Foreshore Act 1933, the Minister may seek observations from a number of prescribed bodies. For
this application observations were requested and received, during the consultations under Section 19 of the Foreshore Act and S42
of EC Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations 2011 as amended, from:

° Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Marine Advisor Environment)
° Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Underwater Archaeology)

° Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Nature Conservation)

° Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

° Marine Institute

° Inland Fisheries Ireland

° Sea Fisheries Protection Authority

° Marine SurveyOffice

° Commissioners of Irish Lights

° Environmental Protection Agency

° Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (Geological Survey Ireland)

In addition, observations were sought from Fingal County Council but no response was received from the local authority.

Observations were forwarded to the Applicant Consolidated Prescribed Bodies Observations and there were no objections in
principle to the proposed works. The submitted observations and the applicant’s response to the Prescribed Bodies observations
and Public Submission, have been considered as part of the Appropriate Assessment.

Environmental Assessment

The Department's in-house Marine Advisor (Environment) provided assistance with regard to the statutory and non-statutory
environmental assessments of this Foreshore Licence application. The Marine Advisor conducted independent assessments of the
information provided by the Applicant, having regard to the Birds & Habitats Directives, EIA Directive, the Birds and Natural
Habitats Regulations and the public and prescribed bodies’ consultations.

MLVC

Please note that the MLVC report (Tab 04) is being attached at AA Determination stage for information purposes only in matters
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related to the environmental process.

Appropriate Assessment

The Appropriate Assessment Screening process determined that an Appropriate Assessment is required as the project, individually
or in-combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a significant effect on the integrity of European sites. This
determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed site investigations, and has not taken account of
measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites.

The Department’s in_house Marine Advisor (Environment) completed the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment Report in December 2023
(Tab 02) and it concluded:

The applicant provided a Natura Impact Statement which detailed the potential impact of the proposed project on relevant
European sites and proposed mitigation measures. The Appropriate Assessment identified further aspects of the project which may
have adverse effects on the integrity of European sites. Mitigation measures for all adverse effects are detailed in Table 11 of the
Appropriate Assessment report.

These mitigation measures will ensure that no impacts on Natura sites and their qualifying interests will occur. Therefore, with
adherence to these measures and in view of best scientific knowledge and of the site’s conservation objectives, the project,
individually or in-combination with other plans or projects, will not have a significant effect on European sites.

The Marine Advisor completed the Marine Advisor's Environmental Assessment and Determinations Report (Tab 03). The Marine
Advisor’s Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement (Tab 01) concludes that:

Measures to mitigate against the likely significant effects were identified and these measures have been included in the licence
conditions. Strict adherence to these measures is considered appropriate mitigation to avoid significant effects on conservation
objectives of all the European sites.

It is therefore determined that the proposed project, either alone or in-combination with other projects, will not adversely affect the
integrity of any European Site.

The Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement dated the 13t December 2023 and prepared by the Department’s
Recommending Officer, for Ministerial Determination, is attached at Tab 01 for signing.

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations

The proposed project does not fall within the classes defined under Annex | or Annex Il of the EIA Directive and therefor an
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is not required. A Preliminary Examination for EIA document; (Tab 06) has been
completed by the Department’s Marine Advisor (Environment) as part of their obligations under the EIA Directive, it is concluded
having considered the information an EIAR is not required.

Non Statutory Environmental Assessment

Notwithstanding that the proposed application does not fall within the EIA directive, the applicant submitted a Non-Statutory
Environmental Report in March 2023. This report has been considered and is comprehensive in its assessment of the possible
effects of the proposed development on the wider natural environment. Having considered this report it is concluded that taken in
conjunction with the other submitted environmental information that there will be no significant adverse effects on the
environment arising from the proposed activity.

Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species of Directive 92/43/EEC (as amended)

Under Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC those species listed in Annex IV require strict protection wherever they occur. A risk
assessment of the effects to species listed in Annex IV which occurs within the project site was undertaken by the applicant and
reviewed by the Department’s Marine Advisor (Environment):

A Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species likely to occur within the areas of works was carried out by the applicant. Mitigation
measures were identified as adherence to the Guidance to Manage the Risk to Mammals from Man-made sound sources in Irish
Waters (DAHG 2014). With the implementation of these measures it has been determined that there will be no deliberate
disturbance, capture or killing of Annex IV Species or their breeding sites or resting places as a result of the proposed activity.

The Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species can be viewed at the following link Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species and the
adoption of this report is recommended to the Minister.

Conclusion/Recommendation
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A recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Appropriate Assessment Report and reaches the following
Appropriate Assessment Determination:

The Appropriate Assessment Screening process determined that likely significant effects could not be ruled out with respect to
disturbance to the habitats and species of a number of European sites within the Zone of Influence of the proposed project.

In accordance with Regulation 42(6) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as
amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage made a determination following screening that an
Appropriate Assessment was required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a
significant effect the integrity of European sites, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives.

Measures to mitigate against the likely significant effects were identified and these measures have been included as licence
conditions. Strict adherence to these measures is considered appropriate mitigation to avoid significant effects on conservation
objectives of all the European sites.

It is therefore determined that the proposed project, either alone or in-combination with other projects, will not adversely affect the
integrity of any European Site.

The Appropriate Assessment Report prepared by the Department’s Marine Advisor (Environment) is attached at (Tab 02), the
Department’s Marine Advisor (Environment) Environmental Assessment and Determinations Report is attached at (Tab 03), and the
adoption of these reports is recommended.

The proposed Site Specific Conditions are attached at (Tab 05).

The Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement prepared by the Department’'s Recommending Officer, for Ministerial approval
and signature is attached at (Tab 01).

Submitted for decision and signature.
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