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Submission HLG 00166-22: Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
Determination FS007351 GDG Ltd Deployment of 3 ADCP off the coast of 
Wicklow and 1 ADCP off the coast of Wexford

Final comment

Approved by minister, 13/04/2022

Action required

Ministerial determination on the Screening for Appropriate Assessment.

Executive summary

Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) have applied for a Foreshore Licence for the deployment of four ADCP frames on the 

seabed in the Irish Sea, three off the coast of Co. Wicklow and one off the coast of Co. Wexford. 

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department has undertaken 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA).

Having considered all relevant material a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment report and reaches the following Screening for Appropriate Assessment determination: 

In accordance with Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is not required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to 

have a significant effect on any European site. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites can be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites. 

Detailed information

Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) have applied to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage for a 

Foreshore Licence under Section 3 (3) of the Foreshore Act 1933, as amended, for a duration of one year, to deploy four Acoustic 

Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) Trawl Resistant Bottom Mount (TRBM) units on the seabed in the Irish Sea to collect data on 

current speed and direction at each location, three off the coast of Co. Wicklow and one off the coast of Co. Wexford. 

Brief description of works :  Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) and University College Cork (UCC) plan to deploy four 
Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) Trawl Resistant Bottom Mount (TRBM) units on the seabed in the Irish Sea for a duration 
of 35 days to collect data on current speed and direction at each location. This data will be used to validate a hydrodynamic model 
being developed for the Irish Sea designed to further understand the complex interaction between hydrodynamics and 
morphodynamic change, and potential impact for future engineering projects and environmental conditions. Once deployed, the 
ADCP units will be in place for a minimum period of 35 days and a maximum period of 6 weeks -  retrieval of equipment is weather 
dependent. No interaction with other foreshore users is anticipated. GDG are responsible for designing the works in accordance 
with the relevant standards and codes.

The footprint on the seafloor of each ADCP is approximately 2.34m2, with the combined area of the four being 9.36m2  or 

0.000936ha. 

Environmental Assessment

As part of the assessment of the foreshore application the Departments Marine Advisor (Environment) was requested to undertake 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment (stage 1 screening) and if required, an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2), of the likelihood of 

significant impact on European Sites from the proposed works in the application for a Foreshore Licence.

A number of documents have informed Screening for Appropriate Assessment and are linked below and can also be found on the 

Departments website at https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/53ffd-gdg-ltd-deployment-of-3-adcp-off-the-coast-of-wicklow-

near-ballybla-and-clogga-and-deployment-of-1-adcp-off-the-coast-of-wexford-near-ballinoulart/

l Application Form

l Foreshore Licence Map 1

l Foreshore Licence Map 2

l Foreshore Licence Map 3

l Foreshore Licence Map 4

l Foreshore Licence Map 5

l Foreshore Licence Map 6

l Supporting Information for Screening for AA Report (SISAA)

l Prescribed Body Observations

l Applicants Response to Public Bodies Observations

Screening for Appropriate Assessment

The Departments Marine Advisor (environment) completed a Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report in March 2022 (Tab 1) 

which concluded that the project, individually or in-combination with other plans and projects, is not likely to have a significant 

effect on any European site.  Therefore, a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required.

In addition to the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, and with respect to the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, a risk assessment of 

the effects to species listed in Annex IV which occurs within the project site was undertaken by the Departments Marine Advisor 

(environment) (Tab 2). It concluded that the proposed project will not result in the capture, killing or disturbance of Annex IV 

species or result in the deterioration or destruction of their breeding sites or resting places. This risk assessment of effects to species 

listed in annex IV is separate to and does not form part of the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report which has examined the 

European sites and their qualifying interests.

Following the Screening for Appropriate Assessment and its conclusions reached therein, along with all relevant material 

considered, a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report and 

reaches the following Screening for Appropriate Assessment Determination:

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage has undertaken Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) to assess, in view of best scientific 

knowledge and the conservation objectives of relevant European sites, if the proposed project to deploy four ADCPs on the seabed, 

individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would be likely to have a significant effect(s) on a European site(s).

In accordance with Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is not required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to 

have a significant effect on any European site. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites can be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites.

A copy of all the material which informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment is linked above. The Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Report prepared by the Departments Marine Advisor (environment) is attached at Tab 1. The Risk Assessment for 

Annex IV Species prepared by the Departments Marine Advisor (environment) is attached at Tab 2. The Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Determination prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor (environment) for Ministerial Determination, is attached 

at Tab 3 for signing.  The Environmental Report with Statutory Declarations prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor 

(environment) is attached at Tab 4. 

The attached environmental reports are furnished to the Minister for consideration and approval, submitted herewith for decision.

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Action required

Ministerial determination on the Screening for Appropriate Assessment.

Executive summary

Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) have applied for a Foreshore Licence for the deployment of four ADCP frames on the 

seabed in the Irish Sea, three off the coast of Co. Wicklow and one off the coast of Co. Wexford. 

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department has undertaken 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA).

Having considered all relevant material a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment report and reaches the following Screening for Appropriate Assessment determination: 

In accordance with Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is not required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to 

have a significant effect on any European site. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites can be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites. 

Detailed information

Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) have applied to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage for a 

Foreshore Licence under Section 3 (3) of the Foreshore Act 1933, as amended, for a duration of one year, to deploy four Acoustic 

Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) Trawl Resistant Bottom Mount (TRBM) units on the seabed in the Irish Sea to collect data on 

current speed and direction at each location, three off the coast of Co. Wicklow and one off the coast of Co. Wexford. 

Brief description of works :  Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) and University College Cork (UCC) plan to deploy four 
Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) Trawl Resistant Bottom Mount (TRBM) units on the seabed in the Irish Sea for a duration 
of 35 days to collect data on current speed and direction at each location. This data will be used to validate a hydrodynamic model 
being developed for the Irish Sea designed to further understand the complex interaction between hydrodynamics and 
morphodynamic change, and potential impact for future engineering projects and environmental conditions. Once deployed, the 
ADCP units will be in place for a minimum period of 35 days and a maximum period of 6 weeks -  retrieval of equipment is weather 
dependent. No interaction with other foreshore users is anticipated. GDG are responsible for designing the works in accordance 
with the relevant standards and codes.

The footprint on the seafloor of each ADCP is approximately 2.34m2, with the combined area of the four being 9.36m2  or 

0.000936ha. 

Environmental Assessment

As part of the assessment of the foreshore application the Departments Marine Advisor (Environment) was requested to undertake 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment (stage 1 screening) and if required, an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2), of the likelihood of 

significant impact on European Sites from the proposed works in the application for a Foreshore Licence.

A number of documents have informed Screening for Appropriate Assessment and are linked below and can also be found on the 

Departments website at https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/53ffd-gdg-ltd-deployment-of-3-adcp-off-the-coast-of-wicklow-

near-ballybla-and-clogga-and-deployment-of-1-adcp-off-the-coast-of-wexford-near-ballinoulart/

l Application Form

l Foreshore Licence Map 1

l Foreshore Licence Map 2

l Foreshore Licence Map 3

l Foreshore Licence Map 4

l Foreshore Licence Map 5

l Foreshore Licence Map 6

l Supporting Information for Screening for AA Report (SISAA)

l Prescribed Body Observations

l Applicants Response to Public Bodies Observations

Screening for Appropriate Assessment

The Departments Marine Advisor (environment) completed a Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report in March 2022 (Tab 1) 

which concluded that the project, individually or in-combination with other plans and projects, is not likely to have a significant 

effect on any European site.  Therefore, a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required.

In addition to the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, and with respect to the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, a risk assessment of 

the effects to species listed in Annex IV which occurs within the project site was undertaken by the Departments Marine Advisor 

(environment) (Tab 2). It concluded that the proposed project will not result in the capture, killing or disturbance of Annex IV 

species or result in the deterioration or destruction of their breeding sites or resting places. This risk assessment of effects to species 

listed in annex IV is separate to and does not form part of the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report which has examined the 

European sites and their qualifying interests.

Following the Screening for Appropriate Assessment and its conclusions reached therein, along with all relevant material 

considered, a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report and 

reaches the following Screening for Appropriate Assessment Determination:

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage has undertaken Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) to assess, in view of best scientific 

knowledge and the conservation objectives of relevant European sites, if the proposed project to deploy four ADCPs on the seabed, 

individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would be likely to have a significant effect(s) on a European site(s).

In accordance with Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is not required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to 

have a significant effect on any European site. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites can be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites.

A copy of all the material which informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment is linked above. The Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Report prepared by the Departments Marine Advisor (environment) is attached at Tab 1. The Risk Assessment for 

Annex IV Species prepared by the Departments Marine Advisor (environment) is attached at Tab 2. The Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Determination prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor (environment) for Ministerial Determination, is attached 

at Tab 3 for signing.  The Environmental Report with Statutory Declarations prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor 

(environment) is attached at Tab 4. 

The attached environmental reports are furnished to the Minister for consideration and approval, submitted herewith for decision.

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Action required

Ministerial determination on the Screening for Appropriate Assessment.

Executive summary

Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) have applied for a Foreshore Licence for the deployment of four ADCP frames on the 

seabed in the Irish Sea, three off the coast of Co. Wicklow and one off the coast of Co. Wexford. 

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department has undertaken 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA).

Having considered all relevant material a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment report and reaches the following Screening for Appropriate Assessment determination: 

In accordance with Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is not required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to 

have a significant effect on any European site. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites can be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites. 

Detailed information

Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) have applied to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage for a 

Foreshore Licence under Section 3 (3) of the Foreshore Act 1933, as amended, for a duration of one year, to deploy four Acoustic 

Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) Trawl Resistant Bottom Mount (TRBM) units on the seabed in the Irish Sea to collect data on 

current speed and direction at each location, three off the coast of Co. Wicklow and one off the coast of Co. Wexford. 

Brief description of works :  Gavin and Doherty Geosolutions (GDG) and University College Cork (UCC) plan to deploy four 
Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) Trawl Resistant Bottom Mount (TRBM) units on the seabed in the Irish Sea for a duration 
of 35 days to collect data on current speed and direction at each location. This data will be used to validate a hydrodynamic model 
being developed for the Irish Sea designed to further understand the complex interaction between hydrodynamics and 
morphodynamic change, and potential impact for future engineering projects and environmental conditions. Once deployed, the 
ADCP units will be in place for a minimum period of 35 days and a maximum period of 6 weeks -  retrieval of equipment is weather 
dependent. No interaction with other foreshore users is anticipated. GDG are responsible for designing the works in accordance 
with the relevant standards and codes.

The footprint on the seafloor of each ADCP is approximately 2.34m2, with the combined area of the four being 9.36m2  or 

0.000936ha. 

Environmental Assessment

As part of the assessment of the foreshore application the Departments Marine Advisor (Environment) was requested to undertake 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment (stage 1 screening) and if required, an Appropriate Assessment (stage 2), of the likelihood of 

significant impact on European Sites from the proposed works in the application for a Foreshore Licence.

A number of documents have informed Screening for Appropriate Assessment and are linked below and can also be found on the 

Departments website at https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/53ffd-gdg-ltd-deployment-of-3-adcp-off-the-coast-of-wicklow-

near-ballybla-and-clogga-and-deployment-of-1-adcp-off-the-coast-of-wexford-near-ballinoulart/

l Application Form

l Foreshore Licence Map 1

l Foreshore Licence Map 2

l Foreshore Licence Map 3

l Foreshore Licence Map 4

l Foreshore Licence Map 5

l Foreshore Licence Map 6

l Supporting Information for Screening for AA Report (SISAA)

l Prescribed Body Observations

l Applicants Response to Public Bodies Observations

Screening for Appropriate Assessment

The Departments Marine Advisor (environment) completed a Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report in March 2022 (Tab 1) 

which concluded that the project, individually or in-combination with other plans and projects, is not likely to have a significant 

effect on any European site.  Therefore, a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required.

In addition to the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, and with respect to the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, a risk assessment of 

the effects to species listed in Annex IV which occurs within the project site was undertaken by the Departments Marine Advisor 

(environment) (Tab 2). It concluded that the proposed project will not result in the capture, killing or disturbance of Annex IV 

species or result in the deterioration or destruction of their breeding sites or resting places. This risk assessment of effects to species 

listed in annex IV is separate to and does not form part of the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report which has examined the 

European sites and their qualifying interests.

Following the Screening for Appropriate Assessment and its conclusions reached therein, along with all relevant material 

considered, a recommendation has been made that the Minister adopts the Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report and 

reaches the following Screening for Appropriate Assessment Determination:

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the European 

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended ( ‘The Regulations ’), the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage has undertaken Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) to assess, in view of best scientific 

knowledge and the conservation objectives of relevant European sites, if the proposed project to deploy four ADCPs on the seabed, 

individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would be likely to have a significant effect(s) on a European site(s).

In accordance with Regulation 42(7) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 SI 477 as 

amended, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has made a determination following screening that an 

Appropriate Assessment is not required as the project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to 

have a significant effect on any European site. The risk of likely significant effects on European sites can be excluded on the basis of 

objective evidence. This determination is based on the location, scale, extent and duration of the proposed development, including 

temporary works, and has not taken account of measures intended to avoid or reduce significant effects on European sites.

A copy of all the material which informed the Screening for Appropriate Assessment is linked above. The Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Report prepared by the Departments Marine Advisor (environment) is attached at Tab 1. The Risk Assessment for 

Annex IV Species prepared by the Departments Marine Advisor (environment) is attached at Tab 2. The Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment Determination prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor (environment) for Ministerial Determination, is attached 

at Tab 3 for signing.  The Environmental Report with Statutory Declarations prepared by the Department ’s Marine Advisor 

(environment) is attached at Tab 4. 

The attached environmental reports are furnished to the Minister for consideration and approval, submitted herewith for decision.
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There are no related submissions.
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