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1 INTRODUCTION 
The National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) was published on 30th June 2021 and brings together all 
marine-based human activities for the first time, outlining the government’s vision, objectives and marine 
planning policies for each marine activity. 

The NMPF details how these marine activities will interact with each other in an ocean space that is under 
increasing spatial pressure, ensuring the sustainable use of our marine resources to 2040. 

The NMPF is intended as the marine equivalent to the National Planning Framework. This approach will enable 
the Government to: 

• set a clear direction for managing our seas 

• clarify objectives and priorities 

• direct decision makers, users and stakeholders towards strategic, plan-led, and efficient use of our 
marine resources 

The NMPF has been prepared with an ecosystem-based approach and informed by best available knowledge. 
As part of the preparation of the NMPF, a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate 
Assessment (AA) have been carried out. 

This report is provided to demonstrate the compliance of the proposed Maintenance of Moorings Project 
(the proposed works) with the NMPF.  The NMPF is the key consideration for decision makers on all marine 
authorisations, including foreshore licences as in the case of the proposed works.   

The NMPF sets out a range of objectives, polices and supporting actions, considered necessary to support 
the effective management of marine activities and more sustainable use of our marine resource. Applications 
for development will be considered in terms of their consistency with the NMPF. 
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2 THE PROPOSED WORKS 
2.1 Project Description 
The proposed works is limited to small-scale maintenance works to existing moorings within Dun Laoghaire 
Harbour, Co. Dublin. The moorings are located throughout Dun Laoghaire harbour area and comprise of 
ground chain, single weight and fore and aft moorings. 

The location of the moorings are illustrated in Figure 1 below: 
Figure 1: Mooring Locations within Dun Laoghaire Harbour 

 

2.1.1 Description of Proposed Works/Activity 

The proposed works comprise of the following: 

• Inspection and repair works to be carried out by a dive team operating from a workboat and/or, from 
the existing quayside (harbour breakwater arms); 

• Inspection works will entail the visual inspection of anchor blocks and, mooring chains & risers to 
identify sections with damage. 

• Identified anchor blocks that are significantly damaged may be removed by disconnecting mooring 
chains and hoisting blocks from a workboat-mounted crane and replaced in a similar fashion. 

• Damaged sections of mooring chains and risers will either be disconnected entirely or locally flame-
cut and replaced with new sections bolted onto the anchor blocks (full-replacement) or into the existing 
chains (partial replacement). 
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Moorings will be replaced on an annual basis (individual and strings of club moorings) or every 2 – 3 years 
(fore and aft moorings).  Ground chains will be inspected annually and replaced approximately every 4 – 5 
years. 
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2.2 Project Need 

2.2.1 Harbour Usage 

Dún Laoghaire Harbour facilitates a wide range of marine-related businesses, clubs, recreational and fishing 
operations.  Harbour users include yachting and sailing clubs and water sports organisations, commercial 
operations and other agencies including the RNLI, the Coastguard, Navy and cruise operators.  

As well as being a vital economic asset in the region, the Harbour also represents a key recreational and 
amenity asset for residents and visitors of Dún Laoghaire. 

The proposed maintenance works within the Harbour, represent an important element of the ongoing and 
future operations of the Harbour. 



REPORT 

NI2396  |  Dun Laoghaire Harbour:  DLHC Maintenance of Moorings Project  |  01  |  28/03/2023  |  01 
rpsgroup.com  Page 5 

3 CONSENTING & SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The proposed works are subject of a Foreshore Licence Application to the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.  The applicant is DLRCC who have been in ownership of the harbour since 2018. 

The proposed works do not meet the thresholds for an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
however a Non-statutory Environmental Report (NSER) has been provided in support of the licence 
application.   

The NSER considers a range of environmental topics and presents a mitigation and control measures as 
required for the demolition and construction works associated with the proposed works.  The NSER considers 
the following environmental aspects: 

• People 

• Biodiversity 

• Geology & Soil 

• Water Quality 

• Air Quality & Noise 

• Landscape 

• Fishing and Heritage 

The NSER concludes that the proposed works will not significantly impact on the environment with a range of 
mitigation measures proposed that will be employed (by the contractor) during the demolition and construction 
phases that will help prevent significant impacts on the environment and its receptors.  No operational phase 
effects upon designated sites are predicted given the small-scale nature of the proposed works. 

Supporting information for screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) has also been provided in support of 
the licence application.  The associated report contains information to support Stage 1 screening appraisal for 
AA, to assist the competent authority with information to assist them in carrying out a screening for appropriate 
assessment of the implications of the proposed works.  The possibility of Likely Significant Effects upon the 
European sites considered in the Stage 1 appraisal, has been excluded in the absence of further assessment 
or the application of mitigation measures.   
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4 NATIONAL MARINE PLANNING FRAMEWORK 

4.1 Relevant Policy 
The NMPF sets out a wide range of marine planning policies.  The Key Sectoral/Activity Policies of relevance 
to the proposed works are outlined below with an explanation of compliance with the same also provided.   

The proposed works are considered in broad terms of compliance with the NMPF and relevant policies, due 
to the minor scale of the works and the fact that the works are intended to maintain infrastructure for ongoing 
operations within the Harbour.  

4.1.1 Ports, Harbours and Shipping 

4.1.1.1 Objectives 

Chapter 18 of the NMPF sets out Objectives for Ports, Harbours and Shipping as follows: 

• Safeguard the operation of ports as key actors in the economic wellbeing of the State through the 
provision of safe and sustainable maritime transport. 

• Facilitate a competitive and effective market for maritime transport services. 

• Sustainable development of the ports sector and full realisation of the National Ports Policy with a view 
to providing adequate capacity to meet present and future demand, and to adapt to the consequences 
of climate change. 

• Ensure that the strategic development requirements of Tier 1 and Tier 2 Ports, ports of regional 
significance, and smaller harbours are appropriately addressed in regional and local marine planning 
policy. 

4.1.1.2 Policies 

Policy 1 is considered of relevance to the proposed works, as follows: 

Policy 1 - To provide for shipping activity and freedom of navigation the following factors will be taken into 
account when reaching decisions regarding development and use: 

• The extent to which the locational decision interferes with existing or planned routes used by shipping, 
access to ports and harbours and navigational safety. This includes commercial anchorages and 
approaches to ports as well as key littoral and offshore routes; 

• A mandatory Navigation Risk Assessment. 

4.1.1.3 Compliance with NMPF 

The location of the proposed works are driven by the location of the existing mooring features which are to be 
maintained.  The proposed works are within the Harbour and will only be undertaken under approval of the 
Harbour Master and subject to appropriate risk assessments. 

The remaining Ports, Harbours and Shipping Policies, 2 – 10 are not considered relevant to the proposed 
works. 

The proposed works are considered broadly compliant with the relevant objectives and planning policies 
relating to Ports, Harbours and Shipping, as set out within the NMPF. 

4.1.2 Tourism  

4.1.2.1 Objectives 

Chapter 23 of the NMPF sets out objectives for Tourism as follows: 
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• Position Ireland as a world-class sustainable coastal and marine tourism destination through the 
sustainable development of coastal and marine recreation activities and industries in Ireland.  

• Support communities in coastal areas through the increase in sustainable marine-based and coastal 
tourism activities. 

• Support the coordination and promotion of all-island tourism initiatives through continued cooperation 
between the relevant tourism agencies and Tourism Ireland. 

• Maintenance of natural marine and coastal areas, which are a significant factor in bringing tourism and 
revenues to coastal communities in Ireland. 

• Continued and improved access to marine and coastal resources for tourism activities and recreational 
use. 

4.1.2.2 Policies 

Policy 1 is considered of relevance to the proposed works, as follows: 

Policy 1 - Where appropriate, proposals enabling, promoting or facilitating sustainable tourism and recreation 
activities, particularly where this creates diversification or additional utilisation of related facilities beyond typical 
usage patterns, should be supported. 

4.1.2.3 Compliance with NMPF 

Dun Laoghaire Harbour represents key infrastructure in itself as a working, multi-use harbour.  It also makes 
a significant socio-economic contribution to the wider area including that of Dun Laoghaire Town. The 
Economic Plan for Dun Laoghaire Harbour (Indecon, 2021) notes that while passenger numbers declined 
significantly since the exit of Stena Line in 2015, there were over 3,300 cruise ship passenger arrivals in Dun 
Laoghaire in 2019.  

The proposed works are intended to maintain infrastructure for ongoing operations within the Harbour which 
is considered in compliance with the above policy. 

The remaining Tourism Policies, 2 and 3, are not considered relevant to the proposed works. 

The proposed works are considered broadly compliant with the relevant objectives and planning policies 
relating to Tourism, as set out within the NMPF. 
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5 CONCLUSION 
This document describes the compliance review undertaken of the proposed works against the requirements 
of the NMPF.  It is considered that the proposed works are compliant with the relevant NMPF objectives and 
planning policies. 


