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The Irish EEZ 
The Irish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) extends up to 200 
nautical miles from the coastal baseline. It covers an area of 
437,500km2 which is more than six times larger than Ireland’s 
land area. 

Ireland has special rights regarding the exploitation of marine 
resources inside its EEZ but this does not apply to the 
exploitation of shared fish stocks, which are managed under 
the EU Common Fisheries Policy and through annual 
negotiations with non-EU coastal states. 

Landings from the Irish EEZ  
 

Value 
• Around €382M worth of 

quota species are caught in 
the Irish EEZ annually.  

• Irish vessels catch around 
€250M worth of quota species 
annually; about half of these 
are caught inside the Irish EEZ. 

 

Tonnage 
• Around 530,000 tonnes of 

quota species are caught in 
the Irish EEZ; 70% of this 
consists of blue whiting 

• 24% of the Mackerel and 60% 
of the Nephrops caught by 
Irish vessels is taken from the 
Irish EEZ.  The remainder is 
caught outside the Irish EEZ. 

• Irish vessels catch around 
199,000 tonnes of quota 
species annually; most of this 
consists mackerel; blue 
whiting; boarfish and herring. 
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Landings from the Irish EEZ – tonnage by species 
• In terms of tonnage, the vast majority of the catches from the Irish EEZ consist of blue 

whiting; Irish vessels take around 10% of these. 
• Irish vessels take nearly all the herring that are caught in the Irish EEZ; about three quarters 

of the Nephrops (Dublin Bay prawns) and roughly half of the mackerel and horse mackerel. 
• More than 500,000 tonnes of quota species are taken from the Irish EEZ annually; Irish 

vessels take around 20% (around 105,000 tonnes) of this but take another 93,000 tonnes 
of fish outside the Irish EEZ. 

• Irish vessels take most (81%) of the non-quota species that are caught in the Irish EEZ. 
 

Landings volume (in tonnes live weight) of the main quota species and non-quota species. Landings taken 
from the Irish EEZ by all vessels (including UK and other non-EU vessels) and the proportions of those 
that were taken by Irish vessels. Total landings by Irish vessels are also given with the proportions of those 
landings that were taken from the Irish EEZ. Average annual values for the period 2016-20* 

Landings tonnage Landings from Irish EEZ 
Total landings by  

Irish vessels 
  Species All vessels Irish vessels % Irish tonnes % EEZ 

Q
uo
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 s

pe
ci

es
 

Blue whiting 372,774 t 37,900 t 10% 39,655 t 96% 
Horse mackerel 44,089 t 18,923 t 43% 24,515 t 77% 
Mackerel 34,046 t 17,461 t 51% 72,276 t 24% 
Hake 28,582 t 3,185 t 11% 3,403 t 94% 
Monkfish 12,840 t 3,328 t 26% 4,410 t 75% 
Herring 4,994 t 4,878 t 98% 12,471 t 39% 
Nephrops 6,273 t 4,579 t 73% 7,599 t 60% 
Megrim 6,543 t 1,948 t 30% 2,986 t 65% 
Whiting 3,620 t 3,448 t 95% 4,920 t 70% 
Haddock 3,797 t 2,565 t 68% 4,017 t 64% 
Albacore tuna 2,432 t 778 t 32% 3,342 t 23% 
Boarfish 3,152 t 2,783 t 88% 13,417 t 21% 
Rays and skates 1,433 t 700 t 49% 984 t 71% 
Cod 973 t 561 t 58% 783 t 72% 
Ling 821 t 341 t 41% 569 t 60% 
Pollack 605 t 605 t 100% 797 t 76% 
Saithe 434 t 394 t 91% 571 t 69% 
Other quota spp 2,298 t 1,078 t 47% 1,848 t 58% 
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Brown crab 6,567 t 5,654 t 86% 7,955 t 71% 
Sprat 7,290 t 7,290 t 100% 8,077 t 90% 
Whelk 4,266 t 4,140 t 97% 4,846 t 85% 
Squid 1,907 t 191 t 10% 955 t 20% 
Scallop 1,131 t 1,017 t 90% 2,355 t 43% 
Witch 1,030 t 416 t 40% 568 t 73% 
Lemon sole 513 t 327 t 64% 412 t 79% 
Razor shell 810 t 801 t 99% 858 t 93% 
Other non-quota 4,943 t 3,142 t 64% 3,803 t 83% 

  Total quota species 529,704 t 105,455 t 20% 198,563 t 53% 

 Total non-quota 28,457 t 22,978 t 81% 29,830 t 77% 
  Total all species 558,161 t 128,433 t 23% 228,392 t 56% 
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Landings from the Irish EEZ – value by species 
• In terms of value, the most important quota species taken from the Irish EEZ are blue 

whiting, hake and Nephrops (Dublin Bay prawns). 
• More than 380 million euro worth of quota species are taken annually from the Irish EEZ; 

Irish vessels take around 34% of this. 
• An additional 75 million euro worth of non-quota species are taken annually from the Irish 

EEZ (mostly by Irish vessels); brown crab is the most valuable of non-quota species.  
 

Landings value (in millions of euro; value at first sale) for the main quota species and non-quota species. 
Landings value taken from the Irish EEZ by all vessels (including UK and other non-EU vessels) and the 
proportions of those that were taken by Irish vessels. Total landings values by Irish vessels are also given 
with the proportions of those landings values that were taken from the Irish EEZ. Average annual values 
using the landings for the period 2016-20 adjusted using the most recent price data (2021)*† NOTE THAT 
THE PRICE DATA ARE PRELIMINARY 

Landings value Landings from Irish EEZ (value) 
Total landings by  

Irish vessels 
  Species All vessels Irish vessels % Irish value % EEZ 

Q
uo
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Blue whiting € 89.839 M € 9.134 M 10% € 9.557 M 96% 
Horse mackerel € 35.580 M € 15.271 M 43% € 19.784 M 77% 
Mackerel € 40.038 M € 20.534 M 51% € 84.996 M 24% 
Hake € 67.339 M € 7.504 M 11% € 8.016 M 94% 
Monkfish € 43.694 M € 11.325 M 26% € 15.006 M 75% 
Herring € 2.232 M € 2.181 M 98% € 5.574 M 39% 
Nephrops € 49.444 M € 36.092 M 73% € 59.895 M 60% 
Megrim € 20.361 M € 6.096 M 30% € 9.328 M 65% 
Whiting € 4.941 M € 4.709 M 95% € 6.716 M 70% 
Haddock € 7.017 M € 4.740 M 68% € 7.424 M 64% 
Albacore tuna € 6.505 M € 2.373 M 36% € 8.936 M 27% 
Boarfish € 0.747 M € 0.660 M 88% € 3.180 M 21% 
Rays and skates € 2.319 M € 1.135 M 49% € 1.596 M 71% 
Cod € 2.657 M € 1.556 M 59% € 2.180 M 71% 
Ling € 1.280 M € 0.518 M 40% € 0.875 M 59% 
Pollack € 1.353 M € 1.353 M 100% € 1.796 M 75% 
Saithe € 0.525 M € 0.477 M 91% € 0.689 M 69% 
Other TAC species € 5.847 M € 2.353 M 40% € 4.437 M 53% 
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Brown crab € 21.146 M € 18.207 M 86% € 25.616 M 71% 
Sprat € 1.553 M € 1.553 M 100% € 1.720 M 90% 
Whelk € 6.433 M € 6.244 M 97% € 7.307 M 85% 
Squid € 8.971 M € 0.949 M 11% € 4.645 M 20% 
Scallop € 4.544 M € 4.104 M 90% € 9.785 M 42% 
Witch € 1.842 M € 0.748 M 41% € 1.020 M 73% 
Lemon sole € 1.618 M € 1.032 M 64% € 1.302 M 79% 
Razor shell € 4.667 M € 4.613 M 99% € 4.943 M 93% 
Other species € 24.232 M € 20.892 M 86% € 23.206 M 90% 

  Total quota species € 381.716 M € 128.011 M 34% € 249.987 M 51% 

 Total non-quota € 75.006 M € 58.339 M 78% € 79.544 M 73% 
  Total all species € 456.722 M € 186.350 M 41% € 329.531 M 57% 
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Landings into Ireland and abroad – tonnage by species 
• The majority of catches by Irish vessels are landed into Irish ports 
• Tuna were mostly landed into France 
• Herring landings into foreign ports were mostly into Norway; boarfish into Faroe Islands 

and mackerel into Norway and UK. 
 

Irish landings volume (in tonnes) for the main TAC species and non-TAC species, landed into Irish ports, 
UK ports and other foreign ports. Average annual values for the period 2016-20. 

Landings tonnage Irish vessels landing into % into 

 Species Irish ports UK ports Other ports Total Irish ports 

Q
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Blue whiting 36,042 t 211 t 3,401 t 39,655 t 91% 
Horse mackerel 23,524 t 474 t 518 t 24,515 t 96% 
Mackerel 62,047 t 3,918 t 6,310 t 72,276 t 86% 
Hake 3,373 t 2 t 27 t 3,403 t 99% 
Monkfish 4,232 t 11 t 167 t 4,410 t 96% 
Herring 8,820 t 977 t 2,674 t 12,471 t 71% 
Nephrops 7,473 t 126 t <1 t 7,599 t 98% 
Megrim 2,764 t 3 t 220 t 2,986 t 93% 
Whiting 4,888 t 31 t 1 t 4,920 t 99% 
Haddock 3,947 t 34 t 37 t 4,017 t 98% 
Albacore tuna 1,203 t - 2,140 t 3,342 t 36% 
Boarfish 7,942 t 14 t 5,462 t 13,417 t 59% 
Rays and skates 924 t 5 t 55 t 984 t 94% 
Cod 774 t 5 t 4 t 783 t 99% 
Ling 549 t <1 t 20 t 569 t 96% 
Pollack 796 t <1 t 1 t 797 t 100% 
Saithe 558 t - 12 t 571 t 98% 
Other TAC spp 1,818 t 8 t 22 t 1,848 t 98% 
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Brown crab 6,507 t 6 t 1,442 t 7,955 t 82% 
Sprat 8,076 t 1 t  - 8,077 t 100% 
Whelk 4,846 t -  - 4,846 t 100% 
Squid 944 t 5 t 6 t 955 t 99% 
Scallop 1,755 t 595 t 5 t 2,355 t 75% 
Witch 537 t <1 t 30 t 568 t 95% 
Lemon sole 402 t <1 t 11 t 412 t 97% 
Razor shell 855 t 3 t - 858 t 100% 
Other species 3,512 t 229 t 62 t 3,803 t 92% 

  Total quota spp 171,672 t 5,820 t 21,070 t 198,563 t 86% 

 Total non-quota 27,435 t 840 t 1,555 t 29,830 t 92% 
  Total all species 199,107 t 6,660 t 22,625 t 228,392 t 87% 
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Landings into Ireland and abroad – value by species 
• The most valuable landings by Irish vessels are Mackerel; most of these are landed into 

Ireland. 
• Nephrops (Dublin Bay prawns) are the second most valuable species to be landed by Irish 

vessels; nearly all of these are landed into Irish ports. 

Irish landings value (in millions of euro; value at first sale) for the main TAC species and non-TAC species, 
landed into Irish ports, UK ports and other foreign ports Average annual values using the landings for the 
period 2016-20 adjusted using the most recent price data (2021)‡† NOTE THAT THE PRICE DATA ARE 
PRELIMINARY 

Landings value Irish vessels landing into % into 

 Species Irish ports UK ports Other ports Total Irish ports 

Q
uo
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Blue whiting 8.686 €M 0.051 €M 0.820 €M 9.557 €M 91% 
Horse mackerel 18.984 €M 0.382 €M 0.418 €M 19.784 €M 96% 
Mackerel 72.968 €M 4.607 €M 7.421 €M 84.996 €M 86% 
Hake 7.947 €M 0.006 €M 0.064 €M 8.016 €M 99% 
Monkfish 14.401 €M 0.038 €M 0.567 €M 15.006 €M 96% 
Herring 3.942 €M 0.437 €M 1.195 €M 5.574 €M 71% 
Nephrops 58.900 €M 0.993 €M 0.002 €M 59.895 €M 98% 
Megrim 8.634 €M 0.008 €M 0.686 €M 9.328 €M 93% 
Whiting 6.672 €M 0.042 €M 0.001 €M 6.716 €M 99% 
Haddock 7.293 €M 0.063 €M 0.068 €M 7.424 €M 98% 
Albacore tuna 3.216 €M - 5.720 €M 8.936 €M 36% 
Boarfish 1.882 €M 0.003 €M 1.294 €M 3.180 €M 59% 
Rays and skates 1.499 €M 0.008 €M 0.088 €M 1.596 €M 94% 
Cod 2.156 €M 0.013 €M 0.012 €M 2.180 €M 99% 
Ling 0.844 €M 0.001 €M 0.030 €M 0.875 €M 96% 
Pollack 1.793 €M 0.001 €M 0.002 €M 1.796 €M 100% 
Saithe 0.673 €M - 0.015 €M 0.689 €M 98% 
Other TAC spp 4.364 €M 0.020 €M 0.053 €M 4.437 €M 98% 
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Brown crab 20.953 €M 0.020 €M 4.644 €M 25.616 €M 82% 
Sprat 1.720 €M 0.001 €M - 1.720 €M 100% 
Whelk 7.307 €M - - 7.307 €M 100% 
Squid 4.591 €M 0.026 €M 0.027 €M 4.645 €M 99% 
Scallop 7.291 €M 2.474 €M 0.020 €M 9.785 €M 75% 
Witch 0.965 €M 0.001 €M 0.054 €M 1.020 €M 95% 
Lemon sole 1.267 €M 0.001 €M 0.033 €M 1.302 €M 97% 
Razor shell 4.928 €M 0.015 €M - 4.943 €M 100% 
Other species 21.431 €M 1.397 €M 0.377 €M 23.206 €M 92% 

  Total quota spp 216.132 €M 7.327 €M 26.527 €M 249.987 €M 86% 

 Total non-quota 73.157 €M 2.241 €M 4.145 €M 79.544 €M 92% 
  Total all species 287.277 €M 9.610 €M 32.644 €M 329.531 €M 87% 
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Maps showing the landings from the various TAC areas for the 
main stocks of interest to Ireland  
The percentages in the maps refer to the percentage of the landings* (all countries) that are, on 
average, taken from the Irish EEZ for each TAC area. For example, for Monkfish, 50% of the Area 
7 TAC is caught in the Irish EEZ and 18% of the West of Scotland TAC is caught in the Irish EEZ.  
Note: TAC areas vary from stock to stock. 
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Maps showing the landings from the various TAC areas for the 
main stocks of interest to Ireland cont. 
The percentages in the maps refer to the percentage of the landings* (all countries) that are, on 
average, taken from the Irish EEZ for each TAC area.  Note: TAC areas vary from stock to stock. 
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Maps showing the landings from the various TAC areas for the 
main stocks of interest to Ireland cont. 
The percentages in the maps refer to the percentage of the landings* (all countries) that are, on 
average, taken from the Irish EEZ for each TAC area.  Note: TAC areas vary from stock to stock. 

 
  



Fisheries Factsheet 

 

—— 
10 

Maps showing the landings from the various TAC areas for the 
main stocks of interest to Ireland cont. 
The percentages in the maps refer to the percentage of the landings* (all countries) that are, on 
average, taken from the Irish EEZ for each TAC area.  Note: TAC areas vary from stock to stock. 
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Landings into Ireland by foreign vessels 
• More than 400 million euro worth of fish are landed into Ireland annually 
• About two thirds of the landings into Ireland are from Irish vessels 

Landings tonnage and value into Irish ports by Irish and foreign vessels‡†; the latter cannot be provided 
by species for confidentiality reasons. 

Landings into Ireland Tonnage Value 
Irish vessels 199,107 t 287.277 €M 
Foreign vessels 107,414 t 113.214 €M 
All vessels 306,521 t 400.91 €M 
% Irish 65% 72% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes 

 
 

* Landings data by ICES rectangle were obtained from JRC (https://stecf.jrc.ec.europa.eu/dd/fdi). These data 
were assigned to the Irish EEZ if the entire rectangle where the landings were reported to be taken falls inside 
the Irish EEZ. In cases where rectangles are partially inside the Irish EEZ, the landings were allocated in proportion 
to the sea area of each rectangle that falls inside the EEZ. Data from the period 2016-20 were used here and 
average annual tonnages are reported. Note that these do not include any catches that were discarded. The 
data were processed by the Marine Institute 
† Sales notes data was used to calculate mean price (at first sale) for each species the most recent year for which 
these data are available (2021) in order to represent the current value of the landings. These data are available 
only for Irish vessels. The value of international landings was estimated by applying the Irish mean prices to the 
international landings. The data were processed by the Sea Fisheries Protection Agency and the Marine Institute. 
NOTE THAT THE 2021 DATA ARE PRELIMINARY AND THE FINAL PRICE FIGURES MAY BE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT 
ONCE THE DATA ARE FULLY ANALYSED.  
‡ Landings data by port provided by the Sea Fisheries Protection Agency 

https://stecf.jrc.ec.europa.eu/dd/fdi

