From: O\

Sent: Wednesday 4 March 2026 13:10 O
To: DCEE IFD Public Consultations ~
Subject: Public consultation on draft salmon regulations 2026 \\?\

CAUTION This eMall ongmated from outsnde your organlsatlon ‘and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not cllck on any llnks or open |

‘any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the email and know that the content is safe fyou are |n any doubt, |

Pplease contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk. |

Towhom it concerns:

Onbehalfof cucie oo . = on the River Bandon, Co. Cork.

Having studied the new proposals for conserving salmon on the Bandon River we propose the
following alternative measures:

1. Reduction in the annual bag limit from 10 fish to 6 fish per angler per season, January 1st
to September 30th.

2. Rivers with a harvestable surplus to open as follows:

(a) Open for harvest from January 1st to September 30th subject to an annual bag limit of 6 fish per
angler during this period. C&R thereafter.

(b) From January 1st to May 31st a bag limit of 1 Spring salmon shall apply. One blue tagto be
issued. Once the bag limitis reached, C&R thereafter.

(c) From June 1st to September 30th 5 more blue tags to be distributed once the first tag has been
used. C&R thereafter.

3. All salmon over 75cms to be released in order to conserve 2 sea winter and multi sea winter fish.
We advocate the adoption of these revised measures for the Bandon River because :

1. Permitting 1 tag per angler from January 1st to May 31st will maintain angler presence on the river
which will act as a deterrent to poaching and will observe and report incidences of pollution. It will
also maintain our cooperation and support of IF| staff and maintain our positive relationship.

2. Areduction from 10 tags to 6 shows a significant conservation effort while maintaining angler
interest. We feel this is appropriate given that the Bandon River has consistently exceeded it's
Conservation Limit of 2057 salmon over the past five years when assessed using the TEGOS decision
metric; the 75% predicted annual return. All five years show predicted returns significantly above CL,
with a median 75% predicted return of 3069 salmon or 149% of CL.

Observed rod catches (480 - 775 salmon annually) remain well within the calculated annual surplus.

3. The option to harvest in September maintains angler interest and presence on the river in
September. Also due to low water flow and excessive weed growth on the Bandon river during the
Summer, September often brings an improvement in conditions giving some anglers their only
chance of harvesting a fish for the season.



Furthermore, IFl surveyed the Bandon river catchment in 2025 for salmon fry and confirmed the
upward trend in salmon fry abundance alreadv shown in an OPW survey conducted in 2022 and 2023
which was checked and approved by on behalf of the

Those results should not be ignored and e v ¢ e firmly believe
river specific measures must be based on how individual rivers are performing.
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