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Arts & Culture

Assess the Basic Income for the Arts Scheme to maximise its impacts

Evaluation of the pilot Basic Income for the Arts Scheme resulted in publication of three
papers in 2025, including a Year 2 impact report and a Cost Benefit Analysis. A public
consultation and a stakeholder forum took place in H2 2025. Government agreed to funding

a successor scheme as part of Budget 2026.

Continue to increase capital investment in national arts infrastructure through the review of

the National Development Plan

A review of capital investment in national arts infrastructure was completed July 2025 as part
of National Development Plan (NDP) review process, and the Department’s planned capital
infrastructure investment in national arts infrastructure is set out in its sectoral plan published
in November 2025.

Examine the feasibility of a minor capital works grant scheme to support arts and cultural

facilities that are not funded through The Arts Council

An examination of the feasibility of a minor capital works scheme to support arts capital
projects across the country was undertaken in 2025, and a new €6 million capital works

scheme will be developed in 2026.
Continue the section 481 film tax credit to support film and unscripted productions and
Examine options to introduce sector specific measures for the visual effects sector

Budget 2026 announced enhancement to the section 481 Film Tax Credit to provide for a new
40 per cent rate of relief for productions with a minimum of €1 million of eligible expenditure on

relevant visual effects work. This rate will apply up to a maximum of €10 million per production.

Maintain and grow funding for the Arts Council, Culture Ireland, and other organisations that

support both national and international artistic endeavours

Increased funding was put in place for both the Arts Council and Culture Ireland in 2025.
Budget 2026 allows for increased funding in the sector.

Ensure that every child has access to tuition in art, music, drama, or coding through an

expanded Creative Schools Programme

Over 160 new schools and Youthreach centres are due to participate in the 2025/2026 intake

(eighth round) of the Creative Schools Programme, for two years. Creative Schools has also



expanded to incorporate Creative February — a nationwide opportunity to celebrate creativity,

open to all schools.

Continue funding Creative Youth, ensuring inclusivity and access for young people of

diverse backgrounds interested in the arts

DCCS'’s allocation for the delivery of Creative Youth in 2025 was over €5 million, and
included support for initiatives such as Cruinniti na nOg, Creative Youth on a Shared Island,
the Creative Youth Nurture Fund, and the Local Creative Youth Partnerships (LCYP). In
June 2025, over 1,300 events were held across Ireland for Cruinnit na nOg, the annual day
of free creativity for children and young people. In partnership with the Department of
Children, Disability and Equality and the Department of Education and Youth (DEY), DCCS
supported the establishment of an eighth LCYP in 2025 with Tipperary Education and
Training Board to provide local creative activities targeting seldom heard children and young

people.

Support the development and provision of affordable spaces for artists to work and

collaborate, through the local authorities and the OPW

Awards of €987,498 to five Local Authorities for the development of up to 22 artist

workspaces were announced under the Artist Workspaces Scheme in Q4 2025.

Support artists to access international opportunities through increased funding for Culture

Ireland and support for our embassies to promote more bilateral exchanges
Increased funding for Culture Ireland was announced in Budget 2026.

Boost funding for the Touring of Work Scheme to facilitate regional presentations of
professional productions and extend access to arts organisations and venues in Northern

Ireland

Government Decision in Feb 2025 granted €10 million in additional funding from Shared
Island programme for roll-out of new North-South cultural programmes over the period 2026-
2030, including €3 million in funding for Touring, Productions and Platforming.

Work with National Cultural Institutions to improve public access to Ireland’s collections

through exhibitions, loans, and educational programmes

In 2025, the National Cultural Institutes engaged in a wide-ranging programme of exhibitions

(outside of their own venues), loans, and educational programmes.

Fund further development of the National Concert Hall (NCH) as a premier cultural venue



Work continues on the NCH redevelopment project which is being progressed in two stages
(the Discover Centre, and the main project). The Final Business Case for the Discover

Centre phase was approved in November 2025.
Continue the Night-Time Economy Support Scheme

An allocation of €500,000 of the Night-Time Economy Support Scheme (NTESS) to support
Grassroots Music Venues was launched in March 2025, building on the previous two NTESS

Schemes.

During the period of this Government, we will remember and reflect on many significant

historical events...

A commemorative programme to mark the anniversary of the birth of Daniel O’Connell was
developed in partnership with key stakeholders, The central event was a State-led Event in
Derrynane House in August 2025. Minister O’Donovan announced the formation of a new
Commemorations Advisory Committee in May 2025 to provide independent and expert

advice and guide the State on future commemorative matters.

Media

Work with Coimisitin na Mean to inform children, young people, and their parents about their

rights online under the new safety framework

Coimisiun na Mean commenced a campaign in 2025 to empower young people to

understand their rights.
Fund a National Counter Disinformation Strategy

The National Counter Disinformation Strategy was published in April 2025. Budget 2026
provided €1.1 million to support research, fact-checking, and media literacy to support

implementation of the Strategy.

Resource and implement the new EU Online Safety Framework to protect vulnerable groups

from online harm, and tackle disinformation
See above re online safety and disinformation.

Enact new legislation to ensure that the corporate governance model in RTE is open,

transparent and appropriate to its public service mandate

In April 2025, Government approved a revised General Scheme of the Broadcasting
(Amendment) Bill to, inter alia, reform the governance of and system for the assessing the

performance and funding of RTE and TG4 to improve transparency, value for money, and



accountability. The Oireachtas Committee on Media published their pre-legislative scrutiny

report in September 2025 (setting out 85 recommendations).

Provide funding for local media to report on local authority business, ensuring communities

are informed about key decisions affecting their lives and

Strengthen the Local Democracy and Court Reporting Schemes to ensure they are meeting

their intended objectives in producing high-quality reports for regional audiences

Almost €6 million was awarded to the media sector under the Local Democracy and Courts
Reporting Schemes in February 2025. A further €10 million in funding under the Local
Democracy, Courts Reporting and News Reporting Schemes closed for applications in
September 2025. The News Reporting Scheme included a special ring-fenced allocation of

€3 million for commercial radio.

Budget 2026 announced maintenance of the €6 million allocation for the Local Democracy
and Courts Reporting Schemes, along with an increased allocation to the News Reporting

Scheme to €5 million.

Through Coimisitin na Meén, allocate Shared Island Funding resources to schemes which
encourage professional cross border reporting on an ongoing basis and not just at times of
crisis

Government approved an allocation for the Shared Island Media Fund of €14 million over
2026-2028.

Ensure stable, sufficient funding for RTE and other public service broadcasters to maintain

quality programming and public trust

Following the publication of the two independent reviews into RTE, the Government agreed
multi-annual public funding for RTE for 2025-2027 to support implementation of its 2025-
2029 Statement of Strategy.

Review the Sound and Vision Scheme to support broadcasters making high quality
programming around Irish culture and heritage and make it easier to access and ensure

proportionate and accessible funding for independent radio

Review of Sound and Vision 4 funding scheme was completed. This review will be factored
into the development of Sound and Vision 5.

Continue to support the growth of TG4 and Raidié na Gaeltachta



In Budget 2026, funding for TG4 was increased by almost 9% to over €65 million to enable
continued implementation of the TG4 Statement of Strategy, which includes provision for the

development and roll-out of a digital Irish language news service.

Multi-annual funding has been provided to RTE to support its Strategy implementation,

which includes commitments to Irish language services and content.

Support through the Broadcasting Fund was increased, including provision of dedicated

funding rounds for Irish content.
Transfer responsibility for ... censorship to the Department of Media

Responsibility for the Irish Film Classification Office and Censorship of Publications functions
was transferred to DCCS during 2025.

Communications

Complete installing high-speed fibre broadband to 1.1 million people, including homes,

farms, and businesses nationwide, by 2026

The process of delivering fibre to all homes in the State-led subsidised Intervention Area,

delivered by National Broadband Ireland (NBI), progressed through 2025.

Tackle broadband gigabit blackspots that are not included in the National Broadband Plan

Intervention Area currently and which will unlikely be served by commercial operators

In 2025, the Department began collaborating with the Operators to gather information which
will identify where high-speed broadband availability challenges may exist, and to quantify

their scale, post the completion of their stated network roll-out commitments.

Continue to provide the nationwide network of post offices with funding to ensure their

sustainability and enhance the value they bring to local communities

The Department’s capital provision under the revised NDP provides for an enhanced level of
support to the Post Office Network of €15 million per annum.

Maintain support to the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce in removing mobile phone
and internet black spots, especially along roads and rail networks. We will examine the role

of 5G in helping to overcome these blackspots.

The April 2022 to April 2025 iteration of this Taskforce concluded with a final meeting in May
2025.



Work to provide all schools with high-speed internet broadband, so as to prepare students
for a digital future with seamless access to technology resources and adaptive learning

methods

DCCS is working with DEY to connect schools via the appointed Retail Service Providers,
with 617 live connections by the end of 2025. As the Fibre rollout progresses nationwide,
schools that initially had wireless connections are being upgraded to fibre under a Service

Transition Programme. By end of 2025, there were 507 schools on the fibre network.

Support the National Digital Research Centre (NDRC) and transfer responsibility to the
Department of Enterprise, Tourism and Employment (DETE)

In June 2025, the NDRC contract was extended until the end of 2026 in support of the rollout

of the Enterprise Ireland’s successor programme.

Sport
Maintain sports funding to get more people participating in all levels of sport, particularly

targeting cohorts in society where there are lower than average participation levels including

people with disabilities and older people
Funding of over €230 million was provided for sport in 2025.
Continue to support participation in all sports from grassroots to elite level

Sport Ireland allocated over €31 million to National Governing Bodies for sport, Local Sports
Partnerships, and other funded sporting bodies for 2025; an increase of €13.5 million (or
76%) compared to 2018.

Provide dedicated funding to support and train high-performance coaches and implement
the Sport Ireland High Performance Strategy to support the Olympians and Paralympians of

the future
€27 million was allocated across Sport Ireland’s high-performance programmes for 2025.

Expand support for para-sports and special needs programmes by providing grants to clubs

that demonstrate inclusive policies and facilities
An additional €1 million was provided in Budget 2025 for a new Disability in Sport Scheme.

Work with all sporting organisations to promote a ‘one club’ ethos, encompassing male and

female participants and promoting equality of access to sporting facilities

Women In Sport funding for 2025 matched a record investment provided in 2024 (€4m).



Promote an all-island approach to hosting major international sporting events, building on
the Major International Events policy, including supporting the hosting of the 2027 Ryder
Cup, Euro 2028, the T20 Cricket World Cup 2030, the Open Championships and bidding for

major competitions and
Expand cross-border sport opportunities

UEFA EURO 2028 was launched in November 2025: Ireland will host seven games: five

group games, a round 16 game, and a quarter final.

Continue to support the funding of sports capital projects and assess the distribution of

funding to maximise participation in all sports at community and national level

Budget 2026 provided for continued support of existing projects under the Community Sport

Facilities Fund and the opening of a further round later in 2026.

The annual budget allocation increased for the Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund in
Budget 2026.

Proceed with the National Velodrome and Badminton Centre, as well as the new National
Cricket Stadium

The tender process for the construction of the National Velodrome and Badminton Centre
(NVBC) was completed in April 2025. The Government approved funding and the

appointment of the main contractor in September 2025.

Implement the New National Swimming Strategy by investing in pools and swimming

facilities allowing everyone an opportunity to swim

In November 2025, the Outdoor Swimming Infrastructure Fund allocated €330,000 to 17
separate outdoor swimming facilities nationwide. Funded under the Healthy Ireland Initiative,
and administered by Sport Ireland, the funding will make these approved swimming locations
more accessible by supporting the provision and upgrade of a range of facilities and

equipment.

Funded by Sport Ireland, Swim Ireland published a Swimming Pool Gap Analysis Report in
December 2025. This in-depth analysis examined the condition and age of swimming
facilities, community accessibility, the availability of swimming lessons, energy and
sustainability practices, and the provincial and county-level distribution of pools across the

island.
Appoint a Sport Ireland Disability Lead

A dedicated Disability in Sport Lead was appointed in Sport Ireland in February 2025.



Promote volunteerism and improve the vetting process for people involved in sport

The first meeting of the Volunteer in Sport Advisory Group, established to support the
implementation of the Sport Ireland’s Volunteering in Sport policy. was held in Q1 2025, with

over 25 organisations in attendance.

Explore new mechanisms for the creation of football academies with the FAI and the League

of Ireland

The Football Association of Ireland produced its League of Ireland Global Findings Report in
2025, on developing football academies in Ireland, including an audit of existing academy
structures and needs. The report outlines 50 recommendations to create a strong Academy
system that would underpin a sustainable domestic football league and, ultimately,

strengthen the quality of players coming through to the national teams.
Publish the National Physical Activity Framework and Action Plan

The National Physical Activity Framework (NPAF) and associated Action Plan, led by the
Departments of Health and Culture, Communications and Sport, was approved by

Government and published in October 2025.






