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What is a curriculum evaluation?  

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999), the Primary Language Curriculum (2019) and the Primary 
Mathematics Curriculum. They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where 
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in Science under the 
following headings: 

1.    Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
2.    Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice  
3.    The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning 
 

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 
school’s provision in each area.  

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a student-friendly page that provides information 
for the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It 
outlines for them some of the main findings and recommendations. The board of management 
of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and 
recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the appendix of 
this report. 

 

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent 

and tackle bullying 
 
 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 

Child Protection Bí Cineálta 

1. The name of the DLP and the Child 
Safeguarding Statement (CSS) are 
prominently displayed near the main door 
of the school / in the reception area. 
Following the school’s adoption of the 
updated procedures 2025, it is also 
required to display a student-friendly 
version incorporating the name of the 
DLP beside the CSS. 

2. The school’s child safeguarding 
statement has been ratified by the board 
and includes an annual review and a risk 
assessment. 

3. All teachers visited were aware of who to 
go to if they had a child protection 
concern. 

1. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy using Appendix A of Bí 
Cineálta, it is reviewed annually (or 
earlier if required) and includes a 
student/pupil friendly version that is 
displayed where students/pupils and the 
school community can see it.  

2. The school’s anti-bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to board of management 
members, staff, parents and 
students/pupils. 

3. The board of management minutes 
record that the principal provides an 
update to the board at each ordinary 
board meeting that meets the 
requirements of Bí Cineálta  

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  

 



Curriculum evaluation 

 

Dates of inspection  17/09/2025 and 18/09/2025 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Pupil focus-group interview 

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Examination of pupils’ work  

 Interaction with pupils  

 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

School context 
Carnaun National School is located approximately six kilometres from Athenry, County Galway. 
The school operates under the patronage of the Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. At the time of the 
evaluation, the school had four mainstream class teachers, one of whom was the principal. 
There were also two special education teaching posts based in the school. There were eighty-
nine pupils enrolled in the school at the time of the evaluation. 
 

Summary of main findings and recommendations: 

Findings 

 The overall quality of pupils’ learning in Science was good. Pupils’ understanding of the 

strand Living things was very good. 

 Pupils’ learning experiences were of a good quality, with some very good experiences 

also noted. 

 The quality of teaching was good, with aspects of very good practice observed. 

 School planning was effective in supporting pupils’ learning in Science. 

 Pupils at all class levels worked very well together on collaborative tasks. 

Recommendations 

 In order to further develop pupils’ scientific skills and their understanding of the fair test, 

teachers should provide pupils with more opportunities to engage in open-ended 

investigations. 

 Pupils’ knowledge and skills across the breadth of the strand Energy and forces should 

be further developed. 

 

 

Detailed findings and recommendations 
 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
 

 

Overall, the quality of pupils’ learning in Science was good. Most pupils were enjoying the 
lessons observed, were very motivated to learn, and demonstrated a very positive attitude to 
Science. Pupils at all class levels worked very well together on collaborative tasks.  

In the infant classes, pupils explored the physical differences between people based on the 
strand Living things. They worked collaboratively to measure each other’s height and used this 
to compare it to their arm span. They sang songs enthusiastically in both English and Irish to 
reinforce their understanding of the parts of the body. Pupils in junior classes extended the 
investigations they conducted on the relationship between light and materials. They used very 
high-quality scientific language as they engaged in their  activities. They developed their 
scientific skills of hypothesising, observing, recording and communicating as they completed 
their learning tasks. In the middle classes, pupils confidently identified the properties of 



materials in their environment. They worked collaboratively to explore and evaluate the 
properties of certain materials used to construct sports balls. 

Pupils in senior classes engaged in a range of learning activities to help them explore a high-
quality scientific question they had posed based on their classroom environment. Through these 
activities they deepened their understanding of magnets and the effects of magnetic fields.  

The majority of pupils used scientific language confidently in their interactions with the inspector 
and during their learning activities. During interactions with the inspector on the strand Living 
things, the majority of pupils demonstrated a very good understanding of habitats, trees and 
wildflowers in the school environment. They could identify and describe the parts of living things, 
understood seasonal changes and appreciated the factors that affected plant growth. The 
majority of pupils could share aspects of their learning in the strand Energy and forces. 
However, there was a need to extend pupils’ knowledge and skills across the breadth of this 
strand. Most pupils could identify the properties of materials and how these materials were used 
in their environment. The majority of pupils could share their understanding of the effects of 
heating and cooling on materials and how materials can change.  

 

Overall, the quality of pupils’ learning experiences was good, with some very good experiences 
noted. Highly respectful interactions were observed between teachers and pupils, and between 
pupils and their peers during the evaluation. Commendably, pupils were active in all lessons 
observed. Pupils at all class levels conducted experiments and a few investigations. The 
majority of pupils could discuss experiments they conducted effectively with the inspector. 
Pupils’ engagement in open-ended scientific investigations was limited. In order to further 
develop pupils’ scientific skills and their understanding of the fair test, teachers should provide 
more opportunities for pupils to engage in open-ended scientific investigations. 

Pupils at all class levels used the school grounds, including the school garden and pond, to 
develop their understanding of plant and animal life, and care of the environment. Pupils in the 
focus group spoke enthusiastically about sowing seeds and plants, caring for them and 
harvesting the crops. They reported that they would benefit from using the outdoor environment 
more to support their learning in Science. 

It was highly commendable that pupils at some class levels engaged in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) activities. Photographs of pupils’ high-quality work in this 
area were observed during the evaluation. A few external speakers visited the school to share 
their learning and interests with pupils, including a beekeeper and a scientist. The further use of 
external speakers to support pupils’ learning in Science should be considered. Commendably, 
Science Week was celebrated in the school and photographs of pupils engaging 
enthusiastically in a range of activities were displayed in folders. The Green Schools committee 
raised pupils’ awareness of environmental care. They conducted surveys on pupils’ 
understanding of sustainability and biodiversity. Pupils’ projects on these themes were 
displayed attractively on corridors.  

The overall quality of teaching was good, with aspects of very good practice observed. All 
teachers were well prepared for the lessons observed. All lessons had a clear focus and most 
lessons were well structured and paced. A range of teaching methodologies was observed 
including whole-class teaching, group work, the use of concrete materials, active learning, song 
and story. All teachers prepared meaningful learning activities to support pupils’ understanding 
of the scientific concepts being taught. Where practice was highly effective, learning activities 
enabled pupils to discuss the concept being explored, using high-quality language, while 
working scientifically. While all pupils had opportunities to share their learning during lessons 
there was an over-reliance on teacher–led discussion in a few lessons. All teachers should 
ensure that there is an appropriate balance between teacher input and pupil-led discussion. The 
use of more open-ended questioning would support this work.  
 

Assessment strategies observed during the evaluation included teacher-designed tasks and 
tests and some good assessment strategies to support pupils in reflecting on their learning. 

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through 

learning experiences and teachers’ practice 



Teachers should consider the use of concept mapping to support pupils in recording and 
reflecting on their learning in Science. 

 

3.The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in 

progressing pupils’ learning 
 

 

School planning was effective in supporting pupils’ learning in Science. Commendably, 
individual teachers’ recorded preparation at the time of the evaluation identified learner 
outcomes, the focus of new learning and learning activities. There was evidence that there was 
an over-reliance on textbooks at some class levels. As the school engages with the STEM 
curriculum, whole-school approaches, including the use of open-ended investigations, should 
be agreed and implemented. 

 
  



For the pupils of Carnaun National 

School about their learning in Science 

Dates of inspection: 17/09/2025 and 
18/09/2025 

 

 

 

Introduction  

Your school had an inspection of Science recently. 
This page for pupils describes what the inspector 
found and gives ideas about what the school should 
do to make learning better. 

 

 

  

What did the inspector do during the visit?  

The inspector visited classrooms and talked to 
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing. 
The inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to 
talk to them about their learning. 

 

 

 

What did the inspector find? 

Here are some of the main things: 

 Overall, pupils’ learning in Science was good. 

 Teaching of Science was good overall, with some 

very good teaching seen by the inspector. 

 Pupils worked very well in groups during the 

lessons seen by the inspector. 

 

 

 

What the inspector said the school should do to 

make learning better 

 Teachers should help pupils to learn more about 

Energy and forces. 

 Teachers should give pupils more opportunities 

to do scientific investigations. 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this page. 

A special thank you to pupils who took part in the focus group. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 
 
 
 

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 
 
 

 
 
 

Submitted by the Board of Management  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report      

 

As principal of the school and after consultation with staff, I feel that the content of said report is 
fair and accurate. 

During the inspection good practice was commended and realistic recommendations were 
made. 

 

Part B   Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection 
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection 

 

In general, teaching staff agreed with the overall findings and recommendations. 

It was recommended that teachers should provide pupils with more opportunities to engage in 
open ended investigations. This was in evidence in some classes but not in all. 

All staff have been making a conscious effort to provide more of these ‘open ended’ 
opportunities, not just in Science but across all curricular areas. The concept of the fair scientific 
test has been, and will continue to be, re-enforced in all scientific lessons moving forward. 

It was highlighted the strand unit of Energy & forces needs to be further developed and we hope 
to achieve this by giving this area special attention during Science Weeks. Guest speakers are 
also currently being sought to assist. Teachers also hope to engage in CPD in this general area. 

  



The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum 

Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used 
by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area. 

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms 

Excellent Provision that is excellent is 
exemplary in meeting the needs of 
learners. This provision provides an 
example for other schools and 
settings of exceptionally high 
standards of provision. 

Excellent; exemplary; outstanding; 
exceptionally high standard; with very 
significant strengths 

Very good Provision that is very good is very 
effective in meeting the needs of 
learners and is of a very high 
standard. There is potential to build 
on existing strengths to achieve an 
excellent standard.  

Very good; of a very high quality; very 
effective practice; highly commendable; 
very successful 

Good Provision that is good is effective in 
meeting the needs of learners. There 
is need to build on existing strengths 
in order to address the aspects to be 
developed and achieve a very good 
standard.  

Good; of good quality; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; 
strengths outweigh the shortcomings; 
appropriate provision although some 
possibilities for improvement exist 

Requires 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not sufficiently effective 
in meeting the needs of learners. 
There is need to address certain 
deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is good or 
better. 

Fair; less than effective; less than 
sufficient; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on learning; experiencing 
difficulty; shortcomings outweigh 
strengths; must improve in specified 
areas; action required to improve 

 

Requires 
significant 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires significant 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not meeting the needs of 
learners. There is immediate need for 
significant action to address the 
areas of concern.  

Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient; 
unacceptable; experiencing significant 
difficulties; serious deficiencies in the 
areas evaluated; requiring significant 
change, development and 
improvement to be effective 
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