Beneficiary of Temporary Protection Stipend in Academic Year 2026/27

Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and
Science

The Beneficiary of Temporary Protection (BoTP) Stipend in academic year 2026/27 is an
administrative scheme of the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research,
Innovation and Science.

For the purposes of this scheme, displaced Ukrainian students are persons that qualify
for protection under Section 60 of the International Protection Act 2015.

The BoTP Stipend applies in relation to the provision of maintenance supports for eligible
students attending approved higher education full-time courses in 2026/27 academic
year. The scheme offers targeted supports to existing students whose Temporary
Protection Permission was granted less than 3 years prior to the start date of the
2026/27 academic year and who are progressing to the next year of the approved
course.

To be eligible under this scheme, students must meet the criteria set out hereunder and
to any further criteria or amendments which may be advised to the eligible institutions.

The BOTP Stipend will be closed for any applicant starting a new course in the 2026/2027
academic year.

1 Eligible Student Cohorts

1.1 In order to be considered for eligibility under this scheme, and subject to
compliance with the other conditions of the temporary scheme, a student must:

a) Have initial Temporary Protection Permission granted by the Minister for
Justice, Home Affairs & Migration less than 3 years before the start of the
2026/27 academic year and;

b) Be an undergraduate who was eligible for funding support through the
BoTP Stipend in 2025/26, and is progressing to the next academic year of
their approved course of study in 2026/27;

2 Nationality and Residency Criteria
2.1 Subject to meeting both of the criteria in Section 1, a student must also be:

a) a person in respect of whom a permission to reside in the State has been
granted by the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs & Migration pursuant to
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Section 60 of the International Protection Act 2015, which said permission
continues to remain valid, and;

b) present and residing at an address in the State; and

c) continuing, an approved course in an approved institution in the 2026/27
academic year.

3 Determination of Eligibility

3.1

3.2
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3.8

The approved higher education institution (HEIl) attended will determine
eligibility, based on documentation presented by the student.

An eligible student may only qualify for one source of State-funded student
maintenance support. A student will not qualify under this scheme for supports
if they are in receipt of supports under the Student Grant Scheme 2026 or Back
to Education Allowance.

The BoTP Stipend will be paid in respect of eligible students attending an
approved full-time undergraduate course at an approved institution.

The BoTP Stipend will not be paid in respect of students who already hold a
postgraduate qualification (Major Award) on the National Framework of
Qualifications (NFQ).

The BoTP Stipend will not be paid in respect of students who already hold a Level
8 (Major Award) on the NFQ.

For the 2026/27 academic year, students undertaking a repeat year of study on
the same course or students who transfer to a new course requiring the
student to undertake a repeat period of study will not be eligible for the BoTP
Stipend for the repeat period of study.

If a student’s Section 60 permission is revoked, or otherwise changes, they
must inform their HEI within 14 days of the date of the decision or change.
Eligibility for support under this scheme may be affected and their support
under this scheme may cease.

Students eligible for the BoTP Stipend at the beginning of the 2026/27
academic year are expected to remain within this scheme for the duration of
the academic year, provided they continue to meet the necessary course
requirements, including satisfactory attendance. The student may not apply to
the Student Grant Scheme 2026 for supports during this period.

4 BoTP Stipend Payable
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The BoTP Stipend will be paid to eligible students directly by institutions where
they are registered.

The BoTP Stipend is payable at either an adjacent or non-adjacent rate. The HEI
shall determine the rate applicable in respect of an eligible student.

In the case of students whose primary address is less than 30km to their higher
education institution, the stipend will amount to €3,230 per annum.

For those living 30km or more from their higher education institution, the
stipend will amount to €7,586 per annum. The non-adjacent rate of bursary
shall be payable in the case of eligible students who provide evidence that
their normal residence is 30km or more to the approved institution which the
student is attending.

a) The eligibility of a person to whom this Scheme applies for the award of a
stipend, or the level of the stipend awarded, may be assessed or re-assessed
by the HEI in the event of changes of circumstances during the academic year
2026/2027 relating to a student’s normal residence or other eligibility criteria.

b) Where the HEI is satisfied that a change in circumstances has occurred
within the meaning of paragraph 4.5 (a) an amendment can be made to the
stipend amount awarded from the month in which the change in
circumstances arose.

For the purposes of this Scheme, “normal residence” means a student’s usual
place of residence, namely the student’s permanent or home address.

5 Scheme Duration

5.1

This scheme is for the academic year 2026/27 only.

6 Evidence to be Provided to Support Eligibility

6.1 When assessing eligibility for this scheme, HEIs must be satisfied that the
applicant meets the criteria of the scheme. The onus is on the applicant to
provide the evidence required by the higher education institution to ascertain
eligibility.
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