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In this edition, I would like to let you know about: 

Early years education inspections

The DEY Inspectorate works in a wide range of educational settings. This
includes evaluating and reporting on the quality of educational
experiences and achievements of babies, toddlers and young children
from birth to six in ELC settings that are funded by the Department of
Children, Disability and Equality (DCDE). We have the privilege of
observing, at first hand, the dedication and professionalism of educators
and setting leaders as they support children and young people in
achieving their potential.

You can read all about how we conduct early
years education inspections in A Guide to Early
Years Education Inspection, which is accessible
here. The Guide also includes the Early Years
Education Inspection Quality Framework,
which tells you about the quality and
standards that we encourage and look for in
ELC settings.
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Dear early years educators, leaders, managers and owners,

As we approach the end of 2025, I am pleased to update you on the work
of the Department of Education and Youth (DEY) Inspectorate in early
learning and care (ELC) settings.

Early years education inspections affirm good practice and
provide advice to support improvement in children’s
learning experiences and outcomes. All of these inspections
result in oral feedback to the early years educators, and the
leader and manager of the setting. Inspection reports are
typically published. You can access over 4000 published
early years education inspection reports by clicking here.

https://www.gov.ie/en/early-years-reports/
https://www.gov.ie/en/early-years-reports/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/a-guide-to-early-years-education-inspection-eyei-updated-january-2025.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/a-guide-to-early-years-education-inspection-eyei-updated-january-2025.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/early-years-reports/


What inspections have been telling us about early years education 

The Inspectorate Report (2024) and Thematic Review was published in November
2025. That publication, which is available here, includes details of the inspections
that we carried out in ELC settings in 2024 and shares some of the key findings.
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The overall findings are positive, with many notable strengths. The commitment
of early years educators to developing nurturing, caring environments in which
babies, toddlers and young children can flourish is evident. Areas in which scope
for improvement was identified include the provision of an enquiry-based
curriculum that is informed by children's interests. The findings highlight the
importance of having the diversity of children’s cultural and linguistic
backgrounds reflected in the learning environment. Self-evaluation was also
identified as an area with room for improvement.

The Inspectorate Report (2021-2023) and Thematic
Review included a chapter on effective practices in
Irish-medium ELC settings. That chapter, which is
accessible here, commended progress in fostering
early Irish-language acquisition in settings within
and outside of Gaeltacht areas. The findings
portray a vibrant and committed sector that is
continuously growing in its ability to support
young children’s linguistic and holistic
development, although achieving greater
consistency in quality across Irish-medium settings
remains a challenge. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review-pdf-version/#insights-into-effective-practices-in-irish-medium-early-learning-and-care-settings
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-and-youth-inspectorate-report-2024-and-thematic-review/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review-pdf-version/#insights-into-effective-practices-in-irish-medium-early-learning-and-care-settings
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-and-youth-inspectorate-report-2024-and-thematic-review/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/b69a3133/Chapter_2_Pdf.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/the-department-of-education-and-youth-inspectorate-report-2024-and-thematic-review/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/b69a3133/Chapter_2_Pdf.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/the-department-of-education-inspectorate-report-2021-2023-and-thematic-review-pdf-version/#insights-into-effective-practices-in-irish-medium-early-learning-and-care-settings


The DEY Inspectorate will celebrate ten years of EY education
inspections in spring 2026. Plans are in place for a publication
and an event to mark this important milestone and to reflect on
what has been achieved. You will receive a further
communication about this in the near future.

I am very grateful to all of you in ELC settings who work with
the DEY Inspectorate. I look forward to our continued
collaboration in 2026 as we work together to support the
learning and wellbeing of babies, toddlers and young children.

Yvonne Keating,
Chief Inspector 

We are currently conducting visits to ELC settings with a focus on the educational
experiences of children and young people from the Traveller and Roma communities.
This is part of our support for the implementation of the Traveller and Roma Education
Strategy, which is accessible here. These visits explore levels of awareness and support
regarding the culture and identities of children from the Traveller and Roma
communities. We also look at how settings encourage attendance and engagement, and
foster a sense of belonging. The findings of the visits will be in a thematic report on the
educational experiences of children and young people from the Traveller and Roma
communities in ELC settings and primary and post-primary schools.

A sincere thank you
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Early years education inspections with a thematic focus

Recently, the Inspectorate has begun to conduct visits to ELC
settings with a thematic focus. This approach provides authentic,
practice-based insights, strengthens co-professional relationships,
delivers feedback to educators and leaders, and generates evidence
to inform composite reports and targeted communications. 

In July and August 2025, the Inspectorate conducted visits to
ELC settings in which there was a focus on slow relational
pedagogy with children from birth to three. The practice of
slow relational pedagogy is central to the revised Aistear
curriculum framework (2024). An upcoming report on these
evaluations will provide commentary on aspects of slow
relational pedagogy that were particularly evident during
inspection visits, identify challenges to effective practice and
outline ways in which the system might begin to address
these challenges.
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https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/consultations/traveller-and-roma-education-strategy/
https://curriculumonline.ie/early-childhood/aistear-2024/
https://curriculumonline.ie/early-childhood/aistear-2024/

