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Submission on Behalf of

We own the

Over the last twenty years the salmon and sea trout catch on the Munster Blackwater River has
reduced dramatically. In the last two years over 90% of the salmon and 100% of the sea trout have
been returned, and still the numbers of returning salmon continues to reduce.

If the river is not'made catch and release and if the commercial fishing continues, there will be no
salmon or sea trout in the Blackwater River within a very few years.

| would also note that the commercial fisheries take the biggest and best of the salmon, further
impacting the decline in breeding salmon being able to spawn. It is also highly likely that they exceed
their quota by a significant margin each year. | say this after sporadic watching of the fishermen in
action and by obtaining information on the numbers of wild Blackwater salmon supplied

the smokehouses. The IFl could easily confirm this with minimal investigation. We were also
approached by a prominent restaurant owner for advice on what they should pay for wild caught
salmon, something that could otherwise be easily established at the English Market or the wholesale
fishmongers if they were legally caught and sold.

The commercial fishermen always seem to just fill or near abouts their quota on the last days of the

- season, despite us being aware that by the end of May in some years, they have almost taken their
quota (comprised of premium spring run breeding fish) and that number never seems to increase
until the final days of the season, despite the grilse run and the extended "May fish" run of recent
years.

The monitoring of the commercial fishermen and enforcement of licence breaches has always been
nothing but a cruel joke at the expense of the whole salmon fishing and environmental management
community.

It will be an utter abrogation of the EU mandated salmon and sea trout preservation responsibilities
of the Irish Government, if commercial salmon and sea trout fishing continues on the Blackwater
River.

We seek the 2026 Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Regulations for the Munster Blackwater River and its
tributaries to be Catch and Release only together with a complete ban on commercial fishing for
these species.




Yours sincerely,




