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Ireland aligns itself with the statement of the EU and thanks the Special Rapporteur for her 

report. 

Special Rapporteur, we share your gratitude to those who have provided information for this 

report, risking intimidation and reprisal. How can we ensure their protection? 

Ireland is gravely concerned by the Special Rapporteur’s finding that systematic human rights 

violations in Russia are part of a deliberate government strategy to control all spheres of life, 

both public and private, and to suppress any perceived dissent towards its military aggression 

in Ukraine.  

This aggression takes place against the backdrop of State-sponsored persecution, harassment 

and intimidation against any who speak out against the Putin regime. Domestic legislation, 

digital surveillance and online censorship have all been cynically misused to undermine 

freedoms of expression, association and assembly.  

Ireland is concerned by the associated sharp increase in persecution and incarceration rate of 

human rights defenders, journalists and political figures. They face deteriorating conditions, 

including solitary confinement, enforced disappearances, torture and deaths in custody. 

The impacts of these measures have been most acutely felt by already vulnerable groups, 

including women, LGBTI persons, national and ethnic minorities, Indigenous Peoples and 

migrants. Increasing rates of violence against these groups is abhorrent, and has been 

empowered by a culture of entrenched impunity and a lack of accountability. 

Special Rapporteur, 

Thank you. 


